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8 the Juſt meaſure of the truth of all Theo- 
| . . Jogical Afrtions, to be takgn from 
. .. their conſonancy to the word of Ged : 3 
| | «, Sorbe wiſefulneſs and profic of any.an- * 
 ' dertakingof that fiatureis to be oftimated 3 
*, by the ſeaſonableneſs and ſubſerviency WOE ag: I 
grand Deſignes of the Goſpel. 1n both which refpetts . ' +} 
the following Treatiſe, however attended withmany +4 
imperfettions, may for the ſubſtance and ſcope of it, 
make Appeal zo the judgments of ſuch as are renully 
, touched nith the concernes of Religion; and have 
$; #hcir ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern wherejn it's intereſt 
lieth, and -how the progrels of it ts retarded, 

_ The great Intendments of the Goſpel, ro. the pro- 
pagation and. furtherance whereof All particular at- 
F cempts /Ppgld be ſubordinated; are m:ſtly reducible to 
three heads. The 1lluftration and' magnifying of 
the Grace of God, in the ſalvation of loſt ſinners, 
The Exaltation and advancement of our Lord Jeſus 
Chritt, the 0n[y Hdediatorr of the (ovenant of Graces 

» The vindication 4nd promoting of real holineſs and 
L purity, amongſt the children.of mens eAnd the drift . 
Y 4nd purpor: of che Trat enſuing more direftly ver 
Tates to the laſt-of. theſe : Ta miniſter help in the. © - © 
E = A n * ... . -; follow, 
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fallowing after Godlineſs, and to remove out of the 
»45 the main impediments, that hinder from an 
hearty cloſure therewith, 

Tt ts a point as clear as the Noon-day, and cannot 
be denyed by ſuch as own the Scriptures, that a viges 
7018 andcordial proſecution of holineſs in the preateſs 
ſtritneſs and heighth of it, # of indiſpenſeable 
neceſſuy to the Beatifical_ viſion, and'enjoyment 
of God. Without which all profeſſions of faith and 
1ovVe to. God are but empty names, and counter- 
ſeits; indeed, a meer mockery of the moſt High, 
Mow ſhall any be induced to believe, that a man \doth 
anfeignedly embrace and love the principles, by 
which he refuſeth to ſteer his courſe ? Or that ſuch 
divine triths have a real ſeat in his affections, 
which are openly diſavowed and. contraditled in hes 
_ converſation. He that will give 4 ſolid teſtimony 
of his ſincere reſpe&s to the doftrine of Chriſtianity, 
muſt do it by a demeanour a»ſwerable thereunts. It 
. &s by upright and hamble walking as in the fight of 
God, that Religion muſt be adorned, that it may 
attract the hearts of them that are without : Hereby 
or profeſſion myſt be juſtifred, both inthe fight of 
men and to the approbation of our own conlciences : 
And in this way alone,. we can comfortably expett to 


b> condufted with ſafety to the Kingdom of Hea- 


Ven. | 
When the nature. and excellency of holineſs and 
the fear of the Lord, are conſidered ſeparately, in 


themſelves, without refletjon upon the quality of the | 


perſons preſſed thereunto, it may ſeerw a needleſs tacks 
co ſfend much time, or many words, i» defence of it. 
Who ivould not fear thee, O King of nations ! 
for unto thee it doth appertain? Fer,10.7. ”w 
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AP reface to the Reade _ 
ſpark. of ſound wiſdom, would not be 
found faithful, in the covenant of God ? Who, that 
hath an inſight into the beauty of holineſs, woxld 
noradmire and tall in love, with it ? | 

But ſuch ts the enmity radicated is mens hearts, 
apainſt the Lord, and their perverſe diſputings 
againſt the purity of the wayes of God 5 and their ad- 
dictedneſs to conform anto this world ; that it 55 
rather a wonder of free grace, that any perſons are 
prevailed upon, to cloſe rffefinally with the power of 
Godlineſs 5 than that it ſhould be confined within ſo 
narrow a compals 44 the experience of all ages, too | 
abund antly maniifeſteth it tobe. Beſides, it 15 A mat= 
ter of nodifficalt obſervation, ro a thoughtful) Chri- 
ſtian, »ho hath hw eyes open, and 4 in the leaſt degree 
akin to the children of 1ſſachar, that had :nder- 
ſtanding of the times, what have been the crafty 
machinations and methods of the Devil, and his 
adherents, in theſe late dayes, tobring the ſtritneſs 
of Reli910n into contempt and to Ken it a reproach 3 
by caſting loads of accuſations wpon the profeſſonrs - 
thereof : that ſo Godlineſs.may be: wounded through 
their loynes, and the (pirits of men deterred, and. 
diſcoaraged from the ſedulowus purſuance of it» And 
whar if the miſcarriages and extrayagancies of ſome 
whoſeemed tobe eminent for piety, have miniſtred 
too mach occaſion to them, that Iye at the catch, to 
raiſe an evil report, and to vent. their flinderovs 
revilings againſt the trath ? Yet it muſt needs aft- 
pear ta be bug-a very ridiculous piece of Logicky 
z0 argue from the corruption of ſore, to the Condemi- 
nation of all. As if all ſorts of woney were to be re- 
Jected in payment, becanſe ſome pieces are bat braſs 
filyered over : eſpecially ſecing it 3s none other, thank 
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 _- A Preface, to the Reader. 
> what the ſpirit of God hath plainly.intimated, that 
5 there willbe tares mingled. wich the wheat untill 
the harygſh; There xill be hypocrites 4nd diſlems 
blers in outward fellowſhip with the Saints, even unto | 
the end, Toe Eo 54075 = 0 | 
Huxever, from hence ariſeth a neceſſity of Pleas, 
Apologies, and vindications to wipe ff the ſlurres 
and calumnies, which men of profligate principles 
and ſeared conſciences are wont to caſt on the face 
of religion: And a like neceſſity of arguments and 
-  .Provucatives zo quicken men. to follow after righte- 
11 onſneſs: and of anſwers to be returned to the care 
A nal reaſonings,»hereby they cavil againft the truths 
'Y and ſtady to evade the cony:tions that are ſometimes 
nrougot upon their ſpirits. | 
21-28 If the Meditations here commented to thy candid 
Wi. 7 and ſerious peruſal, way contribate aſſiſtance to this 
Pk purpoſe; that any of the Truths that are according to 
Hz.  CGedlineſs maybe cleared up ; The prejudices and 
LD ftuTbling blocks removed ont of the way of ſalvations 
ſuch as are declining may be recalled, and. thoſe that 
are ſound in tne faith farther ſettted and eſta- 
bl.ſhed ; ite Anthor hath attained his end ; and 
1 let all the glory le aſcribed unto God. To whom doth 
SI miſt deſervedly -prertain, All honour, and praiſe, 
Mn love, ſu>miſſion, and ſervice, in the Church, by 
-. - Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, world withour | 
Er _. .Cnd.. Amen, | 
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Doct. [n order t0 keep oleſe to the Commandments 
of God, and for the right ordering our converſations in 
hes preſence, it concerns us to take heed, that at notime 
nhatſoever, we follow a Multitude to doevil- 'p:6. 


| Tous | 

Q1. rx. What are we to underſtand by the doing 
of evil ? by 

Anſwer, Iz five Conclufons. 

Cancl. I. Thi cation aoainft the doing of evil, 
z5 tobe takgn in the preateſt latitude and comprehen- 
fiveneſs, as it ſets againſt all degrees and kinds of ſine 

Concl. 2. The doing of evil, 3s nothing elſe, but a 
breaking the Law of God, or walking. contrary to the 
dittates of hes revealed will ©  Þ: 9. 

Conc] - 3 The C omiſſion of ' fn #s cailed. the 
doing of evil, becauſe of the .malignity and deſtr#- 
Cliveneſs of ſin; and the evil conſequents that attend 
thereupop. Opened in five particulars. P. 10, 
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a fenner, proceed from within, out of the native pravity, 
and corr gon of the heart... © F \ Po Ifo 

Concle-5. Wlthough the internal and jubred cor- 
raption of the Sonl, u the ſeed-plot of evil, whence it 
dyth ſpring up: yet outward occaſions end provecatives, 


have-a great influence to educe that corruption into ex=-' 


ent 


erciſe, and to the atlual produttion of evil, © . 


SECT; UI. | 
| Queſt. 2. What uſpal influence hath the example 
of a Mulrtitude t9 incline a perſon tothe dains of evil > 
' Anf, -/t. hath a ſeven-fold- influence to that 


purpoſe. . DM: 
'  Inffl. x. The Exampleof a Multitnde doth mi- 


niſter an Argument to the ſinner, for the juſtifying of 


fin. Opened in threAyropojitions. P- Ig. 


Three Particulars: inſiſted -on, to deaden this in- 


fluence. |  Þ- 24» 
Infl. 2. The Example of a Multitude # commoniy 
a powerful inducement to the Commiſſion of ſin, by con- 


tribating 50 the extenuation of the evil of ſin. p.37+ 


. Three Conſiderations, to abate the force of this in- 
flapnce. on | | P. 29. 
Infl. 3. By the pradtiſe of a Multitude, men are 
drawn to fin, by taking incouragement from thence, to 
expeft impunity in their ſins. Þ. 33« 
Thevanity of theſe expeltations diſcovered. p. 35. 


Infl. 4. Sinners are induced to follow the example . 
of 2 Multitude in the commiſſion of evil 5 becauſe that 


5 aready fence againſt the. ſhame, that would other- 
ife . 07 t) P- 40. 

Three things to enervate the flrength of this in- 
Pratiice, Cas A NAVEL _ P- 42. 
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. _ - The Contertts. 

| Inf 5+ Perſons! are eafily 
low a Multitude in their fins, leaſt they ſhould be re- 
proached andreviled, for diſſenting from them. p.45. 


prevailed with to fol- 


. Tofence againlt the prevalency of this temptations 
froe things 10 be weighed, — Pe 45. 
, Infl. 6. Sinners are ſoon perſwaded to comply with 
« Multitude in in, left they ſhould be perſecuted, and 
oppofed by them. - = Pe $2+ 

 "Toabate the efficacy of this influence, three ſpecial 
Truths to beminded, ' Þ+ $5 

Infl, 7. There ts a ſecret inclination in mens ſpi- 
rits to conform to the Multitude, becauſe it ts 4 pleas 
ſant thing to walk with company ; and in competition” 
therewith, the wayes of holineſs, ſeem to be ſad, melan= 


cholick, and tediutes wayes. =. - 

© The folly, and weakneſs of this Argumentation 

diſcovered. | Pe. 59. 
SECT. IV. 


Qu. 3. In what Cales eFÞecially, doth it concern 

28 to be moſt cautions and circumſpett, that we be not 
led into fn by the prattiſe of a Multitude ? 

- Anſ. In fix Special Caſes, = 

I. [ncaſe of our Aunceſtours, and Fore-fathers 

that have gone before us. Cs p. 62, 

Five leſſons to ſet us right in this matter. p. 63+ 

| G. Tncaſe of. Great men, and Rulers, that are 


ſet over 144. __ Þ- 69, 
Argnments quickning to circumſpediion in this re- 
" Ew P-7T, 
3. [ncaſeof neer Relations, and kindred ; jnti= 
mate friends, and acquaintance. P- 73+ 
To fortifie oar ſpirits for vanquiſhing this tempta- * 
g60n foxr points to be obſerved. P75». 


4+ [ncaſe of Profeſiours of Religion." P. $0. 
Fon ' Preſer- 
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The Contents. 
Preſervatives againſt infeition , on this. dcconnt] 
/ | 5e <5. P-82« 
s. Incaſe of men of excellent parts, knowledg | 


and learning, P+ 85. 


Wil. bulineſs lieth, in matters of the world. 'P-90, 
A ſpecial Antidote, againſt their ſeducement,p,g2- 
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Q'. 4. ;#hat Arguments may be produced, and. 
prefſed on var hearts, againſt compliance with a Mul- 
eitude in ſin ? | 

Arg. 1. From the ſpiritual ſkate, and conditiong 
wherein the Multitude are, the way wherein they tra- 
vel, and the placeawhether they are going,  P. 9G« 

Arg. 2. From the concernment that lieth on #s 
79 prove onr own ſpricual ſtate, that we are the pecaliar 


people of God. P. 97. 
Bi This Argument opened inthre2 gradual Propoſi- il © 
Sill Sn. 7 "z p. 98. it 
at Arg. 3. Fromthe duties incumbent on us inre- il * 
Sit ation to the Multitude, when they (in - Fholly incor = 
Fil fiſtent with complyance with them. | P.Io2. 
ll - Four daties of this nature mentioned. —= 6 © 
2 _ . Arge 4. Fromthe danger that will ariſe, by fol= 
Ef! loxing the example of the Multitude. 'p- 07. 
ball | SECT. VE: -: | 
8 . Inferences drawn fromthe Doftrine. _ .... : 
© - Tof, I Theſervants of Chriſtmnſt of neceſſity ls 
#ndued with a 22>: 14 06 EN 6 


L 


-S pirit of courage, and fortitndesc- P. I VP: 


Inf. .2. The People of God muſt be men of ſingu- 
Iaritye | | cj .-:Þo I1T, 
A threefold ſngalarity explained. © p. 112. 

. Inf. 3. Hnity, Ynanimity, and Uniformity, are not 
in all caſes to be commended : But only where tey are 
exerciſed, and as far as they are exerciſed jn doing of 
Good. | P- 1I6. 

Thu Inference opened in 4 diſtin Propoſitions, 

| | . Ii, 
A Grand OdjeQtion againſt the fourth ob 
Anſwered under five beads. ' D-.S2. 


Sz CT... VR - | 

Exhortation, Let 26: ſerionuſly<weigh and ponder 
the leſſun, in oar thoughts 3 and indeavonr to prattiſe 
ity in the particulars of our converſatiows, P\, 128« 


| This Exhortation managed four waygs. 


1. By way of Exemplification, and Inſtance, 

under five General Heads. 

Head, I. As tothe Ground of Religion, where- 
on it ts botromed, The Generality of people take ap rhe 
Principles and Myſteries of Religion, upon truſt : But 
do you ſearch the Scriptures, and build your faith upon 
the infallible word of the Lerd. P. I3T. 

, T hes point preſſed by three conſiderations P- I33e 

Head. 2, 1n reſpc6 of the Matter and Sudftance 

of Rehgion, wherein it & placed, and whereunto the 


| Multitude confine it. 


This Pvint inlarged upon in five Inſtances. . - 
ToſRt. 1, The Multitnde place the whole of their 


| religion, in the refurmation of their lives : But ſeldons 


or never think, of the neceſſity of having their ſtate 
changed, or their nature ſanttified. p. 136 
Three conſiderations in reference to this. Pe 
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The Contents, | 
' Inf. 2. The Multitnde confine their Religion, ro 
alts of immediate worſhip ; but mind it uot in their 
| ſecular affairs- | p Pp. 138. 
"  Mbotines to holineſs in our civil concernment;. 


P- I39. % 
Inſt. 3- The Generality are accuſtomed to plate Þ 
their Religion only in external performances ; but little (| 
{ftudy to ingage their hearts and ſpirits in the ſervice 
of God. P- I4t. 
© Provecatives toſpiritualnefs in Holy duties,p.142. 
Inſt. 4. oft ' people limir Religion to an alfti- 
mence and freedom from groſs pollutions > but make no 
conſcience of leſſer impieties. _ Þ+- 143+ 
The danger of living in ſmaller tranſgreſſions. p. 14.4. 
Inſt. 5. The Multitude pat Religion in obſerving 
of places, where the worſhip of God # perfarmed ; and 
think the worſhip is more acceptable, when tendered in 
fuch places * But little ſtudy to get into Chriſt, or to 
wake a ri ght uſe of hes interceſſton. __ P» 146. 
A pyſition afſerted concerning places of worſhip. 
Confirmed by four conſiderations. © © P-I50, 
Head, 3, Cn regard of the Method and order, 
wherein Religion 1s proſeented, by the Multitude. 
| | ... P86. þ 
A five-feld primacy or priority, that Rel; of BY: | 
have before all other affaires. © © p. 157. 
| Head. 4. 1» reſp: of the Time and Seaſon, 
when Reljpion is minded. LE 
Four inſtances given under this head. | 
Inſt. r. As to Time in general, The Multitade 
even of thoſe that will nut ſpend their time inprofaneſs 
and debauchery, make little conſcience of ſpending their 
time in vanity and idleneſs. P. I 59. 
Reaſons quickning tothe redemption of time. P.160. 
| Inſt, 
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| The Contents; 
' Inſt. 2+ In reſpett of the ſpecial time, to be ap= . 


) 0 y 
cir opriated to the more immediate worſhip of God, The\ »; 
8. nds have been ſet on the obſervarion of dayes of NEE , 


ti. B mans deviſing ; butlittle eencerned in the ſanttifica- 


9. | tion of the Lords day. D, 163» - 
ace ® The Mordlity of the Sabbath. Pp. 165- 
tle 8 The chang of the Sabbath, and divine Inſtitution. of 
ice = the Lords day. P- 167. 


Fl. Three further Texts of Scripture cpentd for confir= 
}2. | ->4tion of the Lords-day-Sabbath, Mar. 24+ 20. 
ti- Þ P/al. 11g. 22, 23,24. Heb. 4.9, Yo. p- 168, 
no Inſt, 3. The Generality of perſons cry unto God, 
3. Þ only in times of ſickneſs and trouble: But forget the 
44-8 Lord in dayes of health and proſperity. _ Þ- Þ79- 
ng Inſt. 4. The Multitude neglef} the preſent time, 
nd Bf and are much addited to procroſtinate in the concern=. 


in 8 ment: of eternity. P-I8I. 
't0 T he preſent time the moſt convenient for Repentances. 
6, S - P» I $2 > 


TR | Head. 5. Follow nit the Multitude, as to parti=- 
o, I cular duties, wherein they are apt to miſcarry, Eight 


ry 8f thoſe daties mentioned. - * P- 184: 
- "mM 

6. Fx g E C S . VIII. $ 
u/t . 

e 2. Directions preſcribed, for prevention of : 
n, i complyance with the 27altitade 1n fin. 


| Dir. 1. Be diligent in fadying the ſcriprure, and 
de i get 4 clear inſight into the will of Ged, therein re- 


ſs vealed, Ps» 196- 
ir Dir. 2. Labour to Le ffrongly fenced againſt the 
J. if 7#portanity of ſinners. | P. 197. 
Dd, Dir. 43. Get that other Spirit, which the world 
t, cannoe 


| The Contents; 
cannot receives | . P- 198, 
Dir,4.1f you will not be led into fin by the Multi- 
tude's praiſe, rake heed of entertaining their prin= 
Ciples, ©: ID1d, 


; the Maltitude, to be diligently eradicated out of our 
hearts. 

Princip. rt. C oncerning the nature of God.p.1 99. 

Four ſcripture REO to be erefted in the room 


of this. P- 200. 
Princip. 2. Relating zo the quality of \Godlineſs. 
« 204» 

Three contrary principles to be ſetled in the ftead 
of | Ps» 206s 
Princip. 3. Repefting the benefit ariſing from the 
ſervice of Gd. Þ. 208. 


reſpett, P-2Qg- 


and the means of coming t0 the kingdom of Heavens 


P- ZI3s 
Three capcrary principles to be faſtned in our hearts, 
inſteed i of ris. P- 215, 


comforts of this life. P., 220. 


ciples 221. 
Princip. 6. C oncerning the evil of the ſins wherein 
they live. | P- 223». 
Tw? interrogatories ts beſet hive on the Conſcience 
"us to this, — P. 22.4. 
Princip. 7. The laſt Princiate of the multitude 
relates tothe defling grace of Ged P. 226, 


To fulence corrups reaſonings in this reſpett, four 


CORnEFAry 


3» 


Seven corrupt and rotten Principles embraced by 


C _ derations to reflifie mens apprehenſions, in this 


Princip. 4. 1n reference to the way of ſclvation, 


Princip. 5. Towching the accommodations and. 


'6y onſs derations to prevent the embracing of thes Prin- 


PDE 


Fa, WA! TYMom t-. 


{ 


A [+ r a fp 0 —- " 4 Rs es — KS 
. , : a ds nc I Kt $* : E ES - 2 ; 
- afbe/ Bb a8. EPS bo 4 . ; 5 _ ; : ; 
_ , , . . * a 
7 _ k 
. s - 4A - - 4 w TY 
Pj : . ; 


L contrary Principles areco be ſatled} in our i R +2 27. 


; Dir. 5. {f you would not conform to the; Multi- 
tude in ſin, hold no familjar correſpondency with them. 


Ps 23 2o 
Dir, 6. Learn the great Goſpel Leſſon of SH 
denyal. ; P. 233» 


. SECT: IX. 
3- By way*of Provocative, 
 Motives to he. 8 to watchfulneſs, that we be 
pot us inſuared in fn n _ m Mulcitndes MC, Ibid. 


JI)! > Fi , 
2}; ! S 


tl 4 By y, way of Rana by . = 
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1.8. r. wreſt. p- 128.1. 5.1: ſhould. p. 13@- 1.26.7, ofth 
250. 4. L. 5.r. exccllency. p. 188.1, 38,7. NW3, | I 
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Exod, 23, The former part of the We” verſ: 
_Thay ſhalt not follow « Malitttadeto do evil, 


d SECT. I- 


Heſe latter times have been obſeryed 
to abound, above other apes, with ſets 
and parties, as'to the matters of Reli- 

: _- *efion. Andif anengairy be made 4 
> 2} who have moſtly. preyailed to. draw diſciples 
| after them : It might, not untruly, be anſwered; 
theſe'two, Cuſtom and Example. The moſt nu-- 
merous Set are theſe of the Atheiſts, and Forde 

*  lings 5 and the greateſt SeAi-maſters in' religion 

FF are Coſtomsand Exanple. For the generality of 

people are: not wont to. ,'_ wy 25% 

. confider, how they onght ro * - i as a) 
walk: but they either fol- by i + lth = - : 
Tow the «ld courſe, where they Ray eeredu- 
cated and trained up; or elſe conform them- - 
felves to the prattiſe of orhers,' and do as the-reſtof 
their neighbours dg. And the more #vjverſaland' © | 

extenſive an example\ is, the greater 'commiily* 4 
is the contagion z and-the more forcible influence it, --} 
hath'to" tead' others dlong,, with it. When the” 


” # +4 
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 ſpeFlion we th 
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woſt ga. before ug.irt..any -courſe,.or, praiſe, we 


(42 11 1 (re Cal Wralalitncst 2 
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| that without any demnrrer, 
or examination of the, grounds , Ange principles, 
wherenpon ſncha practife is underraken. - And 
therefore the Lord hath often warned ns to ttke 


heed of this cheat, , that we be not ſnared by the 
practiſe of the »z8/fitude, Though the greateſt. 
partofthe world ſhould turn afide into any way 


of ungedlineſs, it will not juftifie us in ſaying 
A confederacy with them.; But our work is to keep 
on 1n the pach of righteouſneſs, though never ſs 


many others depart from it : and to 'hate-the evil | 


of fin, though a multizade embrace it, * T how ſhalt 

F114 follow a multitude, to do evil. - + - - + Fu 
Which mords have an entire ſenſe in themſelves, 

and bold forth a perfe&t. leſſon, or inftruftion of 


themſelves: and therefore we ſhall not need to 


ſpend:time, in ſearching .into the relation which 
they bear , unto. any precedent paſlages of. this 
book. Only thns.mnch in the general : the Text 
ſeemeth to come in, as a word of direfion and 
advice, what courſe we muſt take and, what circum 

og that we may live up to the 
Precepts of God, 
the obſervance Bf his) commandments. hy, to 


this end we muſt diligently. ſec to. ity that we 


benot {Wayed and over-ruled by the example of 
others, be: they nexer ſo. many,  In'this and the 
former efiapter we:have a ſolenan promnlgation of the 
divine laws, by weich the Lord would have bis 


_ People to, be guided; andthe Tex: is.introduced 


as a ſerious caution, ta,warn us to ſtick cloſe to 


and not be carried away from 


thoſe 
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thoſe laws ; though others reje& them, and 
trample them under foot, Although a mwlticude 
forſake them, yet muſt not we :. that will. not 
bear us out in any fin. whatſoever, Fhox ſhalt not 
follow & multitude to do evil. 

That we may open this portion of Divine Tit, 
more. clzarly and methodically ; let us take if 
afunder into 3 parts. Here is, | 
© I. Theend intended : or the defign, that's car- 
ried on by this connſel : and that is to preſerve us 
from eval. [Thes ſhalt nat do evil] 1. Primarily, 


It is to preſerve us from the evil of fn and tranſ- 


reihon. 2. Conſequentiaily to keep us from the 
evil of affliftion and judgment, which is deſerved 
by Sin : and which! God is uſually provoked to 
inflict upon finners. If we would eſcape the evil 
of ſuffering, and ſorrow ; we muſt carefully avoid 


the evil of iniquity, and diſobedience. Thexſhale 


- 


| nordo evil. 


2. The direion preferibed, in ordey to the attain- 
ment of thatend, t#hy, to this purpoſe youmuRt 
take heed, that you be not led by the multitude. 
Thu ſhalt nor follow a multitude to-do evil. Thou 
halt not follow them] It is a comprehenſive EX= 
preſſion, Thos ſhalt not be : we OY 

after them. It may reach to - PISS mnt No ; 

theſe 3. chings. 1. Thou Noperis poſt multos, Ar. 
ſhalt not follow them, ip Mont. "S 
point f inclination: Thy heart hall not hanker 
after their wayes : thou ſhalr nor: defire to joyn 
with them in any wickedneſs, This is to follow 
«thing, jn the diale& of the Scripture, when the 
aff2Fiongare toiched with any propenfion'to» 
KI, DB 2 wards 


(4) | 
wards its As the anderſtanding is the eye of the 
Szl, whereby we diſcerri or ſee into an obje&, 
ſo the will and affetions are the feet of the Soul, 
whereby it goes out unto it, or follows after it. 


So that it imports thus much, thou ſhalt nat ſo. 


much as have any liking, or ths leaft inclination 
in thy Spirit, to be of cheir ſociety and fellow- 
ſhip. 2. Thou ſhalt not follow them, in reſpeCt 
of incouragerent, 9. d. This ſhall not imbolden thee. 
to ſfin- againſt God, becauſe thon ſeeft many 
others to fin againſt him. What .people are 
afraid to venture upon ſingly and by themſelves ; 
they will be animated unto, by obſerving others 
to go before them. * But let it not be ſo, ſaith the 
Lerd, in the caſe of Sin; though you ſee never 
ſo many go before you. 3. .Thou ſhalt not fol- 
low them, in potnt of aftual concurrence. Youmuſt 
not ;read in their ſteps, if it be a ſinful way where- 
in they travel. You muſt not take your pattern, 
from their pra&iſe : nor aR according to the te- 
nour of their ations, if they be evil. This I take 
ta be principally meant, and the other in reference 
hereunto. Thus you read of thoſe carnal 
wretches, T hey followed the way of Balaam, is &- 
Their carriage was correſpondent to his carris 
ace 5 and their hearts went after covetouſneſs, 
even as his, 2 Pet. 2, t5, And it is mentioned 
of Tehoanaz, the ſon of Feba, that he, followed the 
ſons of Ferobvam, that is, he carried 'on the ſame 
carnal-intereft,. and committed the ſame 'abo- 
minations, This is the ſecond rching to be noted 

4n the Texr. CO po DE | 
3- We have obſervadle, the manner of the pre- 
 feribing this rule of diriflion 3 bow the cantion ts 
| | | delivered, 


- 
-- fog ik. Mi. 6 a. ae: a. an 3. 
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(Ss). 
delivered, as to this matter. And that'is, 

I. Singularly,or perſonally, included in the verh. 
.. C2. Negatively, emp wifes * 

1. The probibition 1s laid. down fpnegulariy, ot 
perſonally. Thos] thar it might extend to all forts 
of people, without exception of any ; thatevery 
one of us might take it home to our ſelves, -and 
apply it co our own ſouls : that none might; think 


himlſelfexempted from the obligatory power of 


this prohibition. As the prophet 4alach;; ſpeaks 
unto the Prieſts, cap. 2. 1. This commandment i 


\ for you. The like may I ſay, in this caſe, to-men 


of all ranks' and qualities. Art. chox a meſtery . or 
governuny ? This precept is for thee. Art.'thous 
child, or ſervant > This prohibition reacheth thee, 
Art thou a Magiſtrate, or a ſubjeft# ? young," or'.old ? 
rich, or poor ?_Jew, or Gentile > whatever thy.con- 
dition 1s, thou art included herein. Thea bai: 
not follow, &C. |." 8 + _ 
3. It is-delivered negatively. Tt is one of tnoſe 
precepts which are uſually called negative precepts; 
That it might be. of a binding force as ro all times 
and ſeaſons, Herein is a ſpecial difference be- 
twixt affirmative and negative precepts. The afhr- 
mative commandments always bind, but no: 20 all 
times. Fox inſtance, Hear the.word : Search the 


a4 Ft 


Scriptures : Give alms.; of thy. Goeds. . Theſe,jand 


f \S #834 


| ſach like injunRions, a/xays bind, . but not #0 «ff 


times and. ſeaſons, i. £.. I am net obliged to be 
eyery moment of my life, in the atual dilcharge 
of thoſe duties. Bug, negative precepts bind awiver> - 


ſally.and anliwited(, to all times and ſeaſons, ex. 


" 


a mans life, wherein theſe' may de 


Eee mgs on co anotber. Than ſhalt not cal. There 


25 no time of a mans 
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done. And ſucha precept is this of net comply- 
Ing with the multitade, Swners are apt to think, - 
they muſt Rritly walk up to- ſach rules, whilſt | 
they may be obſerved with ſafety : But in peril- 
lous times they muſt be excuſed ; when it may, 
coſt them their livelyboods, or their lives, if they 
ſtep out of the common road. Nay, but you muſt 
never take the liberty to break the bounds of this 
law : youmuiſt ſee to it that, at no time, you ſay 

# confederacy with the multitude, in fin. | 
' The Tex: being thus explained, will affourd us 
this prathcal leſſon. £64 IP C 
' Do&. Thatin order to onr keeping cloſe to the com- 
maniiments of the Loyd, and for the right ordering 
our converſations in the preſence of the Lord 5 we m 
3ake heed to onr ſelves, that at no time' whatſoever we 
follow @ altitude to do evil. | Ty 
We muſt notfm againſt God, though we ſee 
never ſo many 80 ON 1n fin before our faces. We 
muſt ſtick faſt to Gods teſtimonies, and do-enly 
what is acceptable'm his fight, -though we - have 
yery few to bear ns company : though we are 
forced to go alone in the-ways of holineſs, Hof: 
8g. 15. Though thou Iſrael play the harloty yer letnot 
Fad offend. Iſrael was the greateſt body of the 
people ;' it contained ten of the Tribes, whereas 
the kingdom of Judah confiſted but of two. Why 
but, ſatzb cbe Lord, chough they are a. yery nume- 
rous company, that have faſten off to /dolatry, 
and yourſelves are bat an handful i» compariſon 5 
yet you muſt -not give ground, becauſe of their 
_ williliade : thongh you have the 19. Tribesto lead. 
onthe way in iniquity, yet you mn{}-not be led. 
by their gxample. This was the doftrine in 


which 1/aiab was inſtructed with a mighty hand 3 
intimating that it 18 a difficult point to be learnt, 
and a matter of great concernment : If we will. 
be the ſervants of God 1n truth, we myſt learn 
this Leflon, 1/a. 8. 11, 12. For che Lord ſpake thws 
tome with a ftreng hand, and inſtrafted me that"l 
ſhould not walk; in the nay of this people, ſaying, ſay je < 
net a confederacy 108 all them, to Mw bs peop'e 
ſhall ſay, a confederacy : neither fear ye their fear, 
nor be afraid 5 qd. Though the whole people 
combine together te do wickedneſs, caſt not in 
thy lot amongſt them : keep thy ſelf far from 
their combination.Dare not to tread in their eps, 
nor joyn 1n-their «fſeciation, be they never ſo nite 
merous a company : keep thy ſelf free from 
their confederacy, and fear the Name of the Lord. 
| For the handling of this Points. #5 4 Preſerva» 
tive apainſt infettion by the praflife of | the mnltiondes 
T ſhall 1;ghtly pals over four Heads of enquiry in 
the doQrinal'part of our diſcourſe 3 and then cloſe 
up all, with 4 pradtical xmprovement of the whole. 
' ' fx. What-are we to underſtand by the doing of 
evil ?: which'is the matter to be avoided. 
. -| 2, What uſual influence hath the prafliſe of a 
| 2 avititudey to incline 4 man or woman #0 tht 
dojug of evil? wo & 
| . if 3. In wbatcaſes eſpecially doth it concern us to 
2 be maſt cautiota, upon this account, that we 
| be notdrgwatoevil by the example ofa | 
1 multitude?  —» * . 
\'f  'Þ 4+ hat are the principal reaſons, that may bu. 


prodaced for the confirmation of this poind 

iT; and prefſed upon our hearts, to preſepy@ 
©] us fromſedylt5on by the example of awls 
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SECT. I 


4, te. Tobeginwith the firſt of theſe. hat 
Ag are we to nnderſtand by the doing of evil? which 
is the matter to be ayoided, T boy /halt net do evil. 
| Anf. Inapſmer tothis enquiry, T ſhall ſpeak very 
briefly ; as being a- matter that needs not any. 
large explication. All that I have to deliver ander 
this Head, ſhall be gathered into five plain Con- 
elufions, © | PET {1 
Contl. yn, This caution, that is Iaid down bere a- 
gainft the doing of evil (for the extent of its how 
far it reacheth) may be well taken in the greateſt la- 
titude, and comprehenfiventſs of the expreſſion : as it 
fets againſt all ſorts, and kinds, and qualities of ſun 
whatſoever. Whether they are greater,orleſſer ; fins 


' of omiſſion,or commiſſion;againit the firſt table of the 


Lawor the ſecond : Whether they are finfyl con- 
trivances of the mind , 'or inardinate paſſions 
working in the heart and ſpirit;zwhether it be rot- 
ten communication that proceedeth- out of the 


mouth, or any manner of. diſorderlineſs in the * 


outward behaviour, and carriage.' .- 

 Amans aQuons or doings, - ina reſtrained;ſenſe, 
are ſometimes contradiſtinguiſhed;. and oppoſed 
to his words, and thoughts, and: affe&ions, Col. 


= 3,87 In word, or deed. Jam. 2. 1.2. So ſpeak ye, 
"#:4/o do. But irithis place you may take it with-, 
One any limitation, or reſtrition: for it is deliyer- 


mitely, and withour exception. It may 


polfibly taye a ſpecial reference tothe fin of bear- 
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ing falſe witneſs, (as ſome think)- which is men- 
"tioned immediately before the Text 5 or: to the 

fin of wreſting judgment (according.to the appre- 

\ henſions of -others). being the fin which is con- 
' Jemned in the words following the Text : Bar 
/ 1t ought not to be confined to either. As, where - \. 
-the holy Ghoſt hath not diſtingiuſhed, we muſt 
not diftinguiſh 2 fo; where the Spirit of God hath 
not ſet reftriftions and limits, we: muſt not re- 
Nrain. Beſides, The original word 1s in the plural. 
.T hog ſhalt not follow a multitude TYN7- ad mala, to 
evils, i, e- not to any-ſort' of eyil. © So that'the 
meaning may be this. Thou ſhalt 'not joyn with 
a multitude, in their plots and contrivances a= 
e2inſt the wayes of God. Thow ſhalt not talk 
wvainly, and frothily, or in any wicked manner, 
as they ſpeak. You muſt not a&t in/any thing af- 
ter the pattern and fimilitude ofcheir finſul acti- 
ons : Bai in everv- thing keep yourſelves-pure, 
and unſpotted, from the taint of-their aborti@ 
nations. 0 I 


' ; f 
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-. Concl. 2, This doing of evil (for. the .nature of 
It, wherein it conſiſts) is 4 breaking of the Law4f 
God, or walking contrary to the diftares of bis revealed 
will, which he hath-given as the rule forabe guidance "of 
our ſteps. Ttis the neglecting of any:thmg, which 
God-hath injoyned to be performed ; or the-do- 
ing- of that which-ae hath forbidden to be done: 
Herein lies the ratio formalis , 0x the natureiaf 
fin, that it is 4 want of conformity tothe Law of God 
ora tranſpreſſion of itz'T' Joh. 3.:44:S0-that if you 
would examine your ſelves, in order:ts repen= 
tance, what evils you have done ';, you miſt com< 

= | pare 


"085 
pare your ations with the Law of God, and bring 
your lives and converſations unto the word of 
the Lord, Pſal. 119.59. 1 thonght on my wayes, 
and wrned my feet to thy teftimonies, So 1n relation 
to the time to come ; if you would be directed 
for the avoiding of evil, you muſt he well verſt 
in the Law of God, andget a through inſight in- 
to the word of God, ſal. 119: 9. Wherexithal 
ſhall a young man cleanſe bus nay ? By taking heed 


thereto according to thy word. Sin is ſometimes cal- 


Jed, A going oftray, and « turning aides Iſa. 53.6. 
All we ik, ſheep have gone aſtray, Pſal. 14. 3. They 
are all gone aſide, they are altogether become filthy, The 
word of the Lord is compared to:he nay, where- 
In a Belieyer 3s to travel, that he may arrive at 
the land of promiſe : Now the doing of evil: is 
nothing but a declenſion from that path, or a /#ep- 
ping «fide out'of the way, Deut. 5. 33+ Tou ſhall 
obſerve to do therefore, as the Lord your God: comr 
mandeth you : you thall not turn afide to the right bands 
or t0 the left, 2. # | 
. Concl. 3, For the reaſon of the name and ap- 
peliation. © The committing of iu, or breaking the 
Lanof God, js called the duing of evil : becauſe of 
the deſtratiueneſs and malignity that is in fn, and 
ghe ſad and fearful conſequences that attend thereupon, 
> It 1s the moſt poyſonom and venemous cbing- in 
the world ; the moſt miſchievors thing under the 
Sun. It is the great evil; the moſt fgnal evil. 
Sinners may'have-low thoughts, and ſlight appre» 


henfions of it': They are apt to askz' when they 


are charged with fome kinds of ungodlinefs, 

hat hart is there iu them > Bt in the conclufion 

they will be found tobe the prizcipal evils. —_ 
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God doth awaken the conſcience, or: begin to 
take the work of judgment into his hands, fin- 
ners ſhall be forced to' acknowledge it to be ſo, / 


Fer. 44-4-Oh,do not this abominable thing that I hate, 


Andv.7. Wherefore commit ye thts great evil againſt 
your ſouls? Neh.13.17. What evil thing #5 thts that ye 


| do; profane the Sabbath dayyMen imagine it is for 


their eaſe, and pleaſure, and ſometimes for their 


 profie and good to break the Sabbath,and co borrow = 


n0w and then a point of conſcience : But in the 
upthot you will find it to be for your hurt and 
ruine. We reckon poverty in the eſtate, and fick- 
neſs of body, 'and outward diſaſters and calamities, 
to be'the main evils:: But, alas,they are nothing, 
sf {aidin the ballance with fin, That is the great 
evil ina ftefold reſpett. 

I, tris fn »bich binders 44 in the enjoyment of 


God, which 6 the obiefeſt good : that doth put an 


obRacle inthe way of the participation of fiis fa- 
your; and the light of his countenance, which 


1s better than life it felf, /ſa. 59. 1,2. Behold, 


the Lird's hand ts not ſhortened, that it cannot ſave ; 
nor his ear heavy, that it cannot hear : But your ini- 


quities have ſeparated between you and your God':- and 


your ws have hid his face from you, that he will not 
hears *Tis that wich 1s a contempt of the divine 


' Majeſty, 'who is ari i#fiwire and incomprehenſible Be- 
ry. "It is that which'imakes Fehovah to become 


our adverſary, who is King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords: m whoſe hands our breath, and onr 
dayes; and all onr comforts are. For Ss, God 
doth not abhor and caſt off any of the children of. 
men, becauſe they are poor or friendleſs, or Jow 
m the world ; but becauſe they are workers of 
CE 1 mg 
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(13) : 
zniquity. Therefore his wrath. is kindled againſt 
them,and they ſuffer evil from him,becauſe they do 
evil againſt him, Deut. 32,29. PhDs 

2. Its ſin which murders and deſtroyeth the ſoul : 
which-is the principal part of man, and ought chiefly 
to be regarded by him. So Fob calleti it, Fob 30-15. 
Terrours are tyrned upon me : they purſue my ſoul 
[ 2N274 my principal one] as the wind. In com- 
pariſon of the ſoul all the riches of the earth are 
as nothing, Mark 8.36, 37. For what fhall it pro- 
fit a man, if he ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe 
bis own ſoul? Or mhat ſhall a man give in exchange 
for h#s ſoul > Now, The more excellentthe ſubject 
1s upou which an evil falls,:the greater is the e- 
vil that falleth ; upon it. . And fin is that which is 
a plague to the ſoul, and bringeth deſolation up- 
on the ſoul: and murders the immortal part, 
which all the men on earth. are not able to kill, 


| Prov. 8. 36. He that finneth againſt me | they are 


the words of Chriſt, the infinite wiſdom of (39d] 
wrongeth his own ſoul ; all they that hate me, love 


death. 


3- 1t is fin which maketh perſons miſerable for ever + 
that renders them everlaſtingly wretched , -withos: 
ceſſation or end : that doth caſt them: into that pit, from 
Fhenee there ;is no redemption. Other evils have 
their peried, and determinate time of .continu- 
ance ; and then they are removed from #5, 4Qr we 
ſhall be removed from them. But now Gn doth 
expoſe a man to eternal vengeance, The. guilt of 
the leaſt tranſgreſſion, if-- laid, upon the. finner, 
would fink him unayoidably into the bottomleſs . 
pit of deſtruction, from whence there is no, delive- 
rance. You read of it ag-the juft guerdon and 
| puniſh- 


(13) 
puniſhment of ignorance 5 which many account 
ſo ſmall a ſin, that they hope thereby co excuſe all 
their other impieties,, 2 Theſ. x. 8, 9. When the 
Lord Feſus ſball be revealed from Heaven , .with his 
mighty Angels in flaming Fire, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God , and that obey not the Goſpel. 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ho ſhall be puniſhed with 
everlaſting deſtra8ion, from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the plery of his power. | | 
4+ To commit fin 1s todo evil; For that is 
the fountain evil : the original and well-ſpring of all 
other evils whatſsever, Tt 1s the evil of tranſgreſſi» 
on, that brings afliftion upon mens perſons, and 
| a curſe into their families and eftates, and puts va- 
* | nity and vexation into their creature-comforts, and 
" | «ccommudations. It is fin that lets in wars and 
' | commotions into kingdoms, and burns up Tomns 
| and Cities ;zand makes a Land deſolate, by turn- | 
|. inga fruitful place into barrenneſs. *Tis fin that | 
bringeth diſeaſes ypon the body, and filleth the 
ſpirit with bitterneſs, and.-puts fear, and horrour, 
and aſtoniſhment into the heart : that compaſſeth 
a perſon about with terrours on every fide, and. 
at laſt carrieth him to the King of terrours,Row. —__ 
5.12. By oneman ſin entered into the world, and 4 
death by fin : and ſo death paſſed upon allen, for that 4 
all have ſinned, What 1s the ſource of all that 2 
wretchedneſs and miſery , that followeth the 
children of men, continually at the heels? See - 
tne anſwer returned by the Lord himſelf, Fer, ] 
I 3.22, And if thou ſay in thy heart, Wherefore þ 
come theſe things upon me ? For the from: of thine 
zniquity are thy chirts diſcovered, and thy heels made 
bare. Read Fob 20, from v,12+ to the end, 
= 5.TS 


\ 5, To commit wickedneſs, is to do evil : Fir 
- fin, in 4 right ſenſe, is the only evil, and nothing bat 
evil. All other things are no further evil, than 
they are contempered with n, and proceed from 
thence, or have a tendency thereto, The ſoreſt af- 


iicions and calamities have ſomething of 220d . 


' inchem * As they come from the Lord', and 
are the operation of his hands ; as they are de- 


monſtrations' of his 'being, and righteouſneſs ; 


and means for the yindication of his holineſs, 


For the Lord is known by the judginents which he ey- 
ecuteth. Bt iniquity and tranfgreflion is parely e- 
vil, nothing but evil, and that which makes other 
things to be evil, For the ſting of death #s fin, 
x Cor. x5.56. The bitterneſs of fickneſs 1s from 
fin : and the poyſon of all corre&ions and di- 


ſtreſſes is from thence, P/al. ro7. 17, 18. Fools, 
becauſe of their tranſgreſſions ; and becauſe of their 


iniquities, are afflited. Their ſoul abhorreth all man- 
ner of meat, and they draw near to the gates of death. 


Ic is that which.puts gall and wormwood, into what= 


ſoever we find made bitter unto us, Fer, 23. 10, 
I, 125 T4;T5. | | 


\ Concl. 4. For the original of it , whence it 
doth proceed : All the evils which are done in the 
life of a ſinner, proceed from within out of the heart 
and flow from the native pravity and corruption of the 
Spirit, Wanen a perſon walketh in any finful 
courſe, he doth but, as the ſpider, weave a curſed 
web out of -his own” poyſonous bowels. At the 
firſt, 72aus ſinful and irregular ations did corrupt his 
nature 5 and noiy our polluted nature doth tranſmit 
dgfienzent into our ations, We axe not forced and 


, compelled 


Z O15) =] 
compelled unto the practiſe of evil,but onr hearts 
.encline and carry vs thereunto, Aar, 7. 21. 22. 

For from within out of the heart of men, proceed evil 
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts, co- 
vetepſneſe, wickedneſs, deceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil- 
eve, Mgoimys pride, fooli{pneſs : all theſe evils come 
from within. This 18a point of great concerns 
ment to be ſtudied, and effeQually prefled upon 
the conſcience. (1) That it may work ins an holy 
ſhame, and ſelf abhorrence in reſpeft of aftual tranſ= 
preſſions ; and we may be induced to loath our 
elves in our own fight. For my brethren, a perſon 
will never be throughly humbled for the fins of 
bis life, till he hath learnt to trace them unto his 
heart, and ſeeth them to be ſtreams iſſning our 
of that fink of filth and folly that is within him, 
Pſal. 73. 21,23. Exch. 6.9. (3) That it may 
leave full. conviftions upon our ſpirits, of the abſolute 
neceſſity of ſandlifying and regenerating grace : that 
our natures muſt be changed, and otir very ſpi- 
rits within us muſt be- purified, in order to fel- 
lowſhip with God, and that we may be-fitted for 
his ſervice ; becauſe the principal ſeat of polſu- 
tion 1s within, and all inordinate motions in 
the practiſe are but rivulets lowing from that 
troubled ſea, whoſe waters caft up mire and dirty 
Pſal. 51. 5 6,7, 19. (3) That it may prevail upon 
78,30 keep a continual eye of ſuſpition and jealouſy upon 
our hearts 3,and to be in a. conſtant poſture of. 
watchulneſs over them) leaſt they ſhould carry 
us aſide. For he that traſteth in bis own heart, ts 4 
fool. Prov. 28. 26. 3. e. He is groflly deluded, 
and miſtaken, in the internal iifion and bent 
 ofhis own ſpiric, He doth not knuw what ade- 
| © celefill, 


 ceitful, and tredcherons piece, his heart is :, what 
very madneſs , and wickedneſs , is bound up 
within him. For did a finner know, that there are 
feven abominations [all ſorts and kinds of corrup- 
tion] vithin him, he would neyer put confidence 
an his heart ; but would work out his ſalvation 
Tith fear and trembling, leaſt he ſhould miſcarry. 
(4) Again, this is a point to be throughly ſtu- 
died and conſidered, rhat we may not hearken to 
thoſe vain excuſes, whereby we are apt to cover our 
fins, and to tranſlate the guilt from off our ſelves. 
There 18 a proneſs in finners, to lay the blame 
of their miſcarriages upon any- thing , rather 
then upon themſelves; -and they are hardly 
wrought to an. ingenious. acknowledgment of 
their evil doings : but they have ever ſomething 
to plead in their own yindication, and to main=- 
rain their innocency.. The woman whom thou gaveſt 
to be with me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and I did eat; 
Gen. 3.12. The ſerpent beguiled me, and I dideat, 
V. 13: 1 ſaw the people mere ſcattered from me, and 
that thoa cameft not within the dayes appointed, and 
thar the Philiſtines gathered themſelves rogether to 
Aichmaſh, &c, I forced my ſelf therefore, and iffe- 
red a burnt dfering, 1 Sam, 13.11, 12. #e have 
ſpared of the beſt of the ſheep and of the oxen, ro fa- 
crifice unto the Lord thy God, 1 Sam. 15\ 15. Such 
evaſjons men have to avoid conviction : and ſack 
pretences they plead, to colour over cheir- reel- 
lion; and toputa fair gloſs upon their iniquities, 
_ God knows my heatt 1s 200d, will a carnal-per- | 
ſon ſay, but the Devil owed me a ſpite, 'atid he | 
drove me on'to this praiſe. Tam neceſſiated, | 
ſaith anuther, to take this courſe, I pn | 
| 7 5 _ Eltat 
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eſtate and have a multitude of buſineſs on my 


hands, and'have no time to ſpare to mind relz- 
910n, and converſe with God; But I mean well, 
and my heart is for God. Thus: they dig deep, to 
hide their wickedneſs 3 and Rand up in defence of 
the integrity of their hearts, whatever their con- 
verſations have been : Whereas Sirs. all evil 
cometh out of the heart, ar. 12. 35. A good 
114n out of the good treaſure of the heart, bringethforth 
good things : and an evil man out of the evil treaſure, 
bringeth forth evil things. So that, Let no man ſay, 
when he us tempted, I am tempted of God, 1. e. Let 
not the children of men charg their fins either 
dirc&ly or conſequentially upon the God of heaven, 
Let them not ſay, The Lord made me ths 3 it was 
my fate and deſtiny, and I could not withſtand 
what he had appointed me to: Let them nat ſay, 
that God doth neceſſitate them to fin. Let them not 
ay the fault upon the condition of life wherein God 
hath placed them, or upon the providences under 
which he doth exerciſe them. For all fin pro- 
ceedeth from within out of the heart. For Gud 
cannot be tempted with ſin,neither tempteth he any man. 
But every man ts tempted, when he ut drawn afide of 
hrs own Inſt, and enticed, Jam.1 . 13, 04. Suggeſti- 
ens from without can do nothing, except there 
were Lyft within, to ſwallow the bait, and to 
oive entertainment to the allurements of the 
world, and ſollicitations of the devil. | 
Concl. 5. Although the internal and inbred core 
ruftion and wickedneſs of the heart of a ſinner, # the 
ſerdplet of evil, whence it doth ſpring up 5, yet outward 
occaſions and provecatives, have commonly 4 great in- 
fixence fa the educing of that corrupticn into Rs | 
: al 
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and ti the aftual produftion of that which i evil. From 
thence it is that the heart of a man, which is full 
of fin, 1s irritated and emboldened to the commil= 


fion of fin, Theſe are the motives and arguments 


which Satan doth make uſe of, tv inſtipate and ftir 
ap the children of men, to acts of wickedneſs 
and to incite and incourage them in a way that is 
not good, As nos for inſtance, when ſinners abuſe 
the patience of God, to ſtrengthen their hands in a 
courſe of ungodlineſs; /t z the heart of the ſons 
of men that.zs ſetto do evil; and the forbearance 
and long-ſuffering of God that is made uſe of for 
an incourapement unto the doipg of it, Eccl. 8. 11, 
When perſons defile themſelves with fin, that 
they may avoid trouble and perſecution 5 it is corrup> 
tion in the heart, that doth lead them nnto ſin 
and is the agent in lin; and it is eaſe and ſafety, 
and the advancement of a carnal intereſt z which 
helps to drayy forth that corruption, G4. 6. 12. 
And herein doth appear the deſperate wicked- 
neſs and malignity of mans heart : As it 1s fullof 
evil, and of 4 curſed forwardneſs unts evil ; ſoit is 
apt to pervert ell. ſorts of providences thereunto. A 
finner like 4 toad, will ſuck poyſon ont of every 
thing. Or like the ſalt ſea, will turn all ſorts of 
water into its own briniſh taſt. Aga believer 
1mproveth all kinds of diſpenſations, to ſet him 
with greateft deteſtation againſt fin : ſo doth a 
carnal heart make uſe of them, as wotives and 
arguments unto fin. 

Now amongſt other incouragements unto evil, 
the example of a z2n/titude is wont to be of much 
prevailing efheacy. The practiſe of the genera- 
lity thonld increaſe dereſtacion, but ſinners are 


b; apt 
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apt to make uſe of it to iucourape imitation. And 
therefore in the text we have a ſpecial warning 
'S1ven, that we be not led into fin, by ſeeing 2 
wultitude go before us. Sol deſcend to the ſecond 
brad if enquiry. © 
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Q: 2, W7 at uſual influence hath the example of 


a multitnde, io incline 4 nean or woman 
26 rhe doing of evil ? This probibition doth ſuppoſe 
there 15 an inclination to follow them. Now the 
queſtion 1s, wherenpon # this inclination grounded ? 
or How doth the prabtiſe of a multitude pat forth its 
efficacy, to incourage a ſinner to do evil? | 
Anſ. T anſwer, There # a ſeven fold-influence 
it hath to this purpoſe. There are ſeven things ariſing 
from the pra&tiſe of the maltircude, from whence 
perſons are |imboldened, and incited to do evil. 
T. The example of the maltitade, doth miniſter 
an argument unto the Soul, for the juftifytng of fin + 


that it may appear to be nathing but the doing of that 


which may lawfully and warrantably be done. Wheri 


a confiderable number joyn together ina fanful 


ation, perſons are apt from thence to plead 


' againſt the finfulneſs of it : and to have good 


thoughts of it, as that which is juſt and honeſt ; 
upon that very account becauſe many do it * eſpecially 
}f it be in a matter that is not exceeding clear;'and 
obvious to the meaneſt apprehenſion 5 if it will 
but admit of the leaſt debate. What ! wiltthey (ay, 


| do you think if fuch a thing were evil, and ado» 
minable in the fight of God, ſo many world 


2 yenture 
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venture upon the doing of it ? - ould not they ſee 
it's ſonfulneſs, as well as onr ſelves ? ſhall ve think our + . 
ſelves wiſer than the preateſt part of men befides, to 
condemn that which they unanimoufly prabliſe 5 and 
to ſcruple that which they make no queſtion of > This 
may ſeem to be overmuch ftrietneſs, and curio- 
fity, 1 Per, 4. 4+ Wherein they think it ſtrange, that 
You run not with them, to the ſame exceſs of riot.  In- 
. ſolens ills videtar (as one renders the place) It 
_Tſeemsto them to be an inſolent thing, an a& of 
pride, and ſelf-opinienatedneſs 3 it has a tang of 
high-mindedneſs and ſelf conceit, in their appre- 
henfions, for you that are but a handful to pre- 
fer your judgment before theirs. ſt ſeemeth 
ſtrang, Abſurdum ills videtur (as another expreſ- 
ſeth 1t) In their account *tis an abſurd, and un- 
reaſonable thing, that you will not ſubſcribe to 
their praCtile.' Is it not more equitable that a 
few, thould give up themſelves to the guidance of 
many, than that many ſhould alter their courſe 
upon the apprehenſions of a few? If there were 
any hurt in theſe revellings, banguettings, wanton- 
| nel. and exceſs of wine, why ſhould not they diſ- . 
- cern it themſelves, as well as you > 1r ſeems 4 
ftrang thing, an unreaſonable thing, that your 
ſingle opinion ſhould carry more weight, than 


theirunited judgment. Or they thinkit ſtrange, 


Fevigovieu, rem novam, peregrinam, & admirandant 
.efſe ducunt (thus others) It is a matter of adwi- 

ration and aſtoniſhment, that any people thould be 
ſo nice, as to queſtion that which is of general 

practiſe. Thus they ſtifle the convitions of can- 

ſcience ; andfilence the clamours thereof, when 

it chargeth chem yyith fin, by producing the ge- 

b. nera 
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, Conſcience 5 that would otherwiſe c 
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neral praiſe as an argument. againſt the ſinfuls. 


nels of their way. 


. A little to open- this point more. fwly and, 


clearly tothe underſtanding, let-us take it aſunder: 
into three diſt inft propoſitions. 


Prop. 1. One of the uſual naies which finiers. 


are wont to take, that they may go 0 freely,and uncon- 
troledly, in a coarſe of ſins us by Papping the mouth of 

eck them for their 
fi 3 and perplex and diſturb them in their courſe, 
Conſcience is Gods officer, whom he hath appointed 
co this purpoſe to'warn men of ſin, and to reſtrain 
them.from it ; to make them reſtleſs in ſpirit, 
whilſt they are doing of eyil z and to terrify them 


1n apprehenfaons of divine wrath, which is there-. 


of 


* h 
2, 
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by provoked, and ſo cauſe them to deft from 
their ungodlineſs. Hence it is the . deſign of the 
devil, to ſear mens conſciences, and to lull them 
aſleep in ſecurity, that they may not be diſqui- 
eted or interrupced in his ſervice. And they are 
willing for the m:ſt part, to comply with Satan' 
berein 5 Fain.they would drink: down the plea- 
ſures of fin, without any remprſe upon their ſp1- 


rits, to embitter that cup, They defire to be-' 


ſoothed up in their wickednefs, and cannot en- 


dure any thing that hath a tendency to diſcoyer 
the evil they are about ; or to awaken them out 
of their carnal peace. 1ſa. 33.10. They ſay tothe 
Sqers, ſee net 3 and to the Prophets, Propheſie not nnto 
right things : Speak znto 8 ſmonth things, prophefie 


. deceits,Jer.5.31. The Prophets propbeſie falſly,and the 


Priefts bear rule by their means, and my people love to 
have it ſo, This is that which pleaſeth them well, 
xf miniſters would deal tenderly with them, and 
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never meddle with their fins :* If they would 
bear them in hand;that they might be ſaved with- 
out leaving their wonted praQtiſe. For then a 
finer might ſay as the drunkard, Prov. 23. 39- 
T hey have ftrihen me, and 1 was not ſick they have 
beaten me and I felt it nt. 1 took my libertyite 
-ſerve my luſts, and never felt the ſmart of it: 


For when conſcience is ſeared, thn ' Satan leads: 


the ſinner captive at his pleaſure: ' He can ſatis-: 


fie his inordinate defires, and yer have no cons" 


vi&tions to affricht him, + SISTETICE 
' Prop. 2. A ſpecial means that #« made uſe of, by 


whe ſons and daughters of men, toſtifle the workings of . 


conſcience, that it may not- rebube and condemn them 
for fn, # by Fanding up in juſtification and defence 
of their ſin : that ſo it may ſeem to be 1a matter that 
why be juſtly pratliſed, and no way diſpleaſing in the 
- fight of God. When the affeftions are violently bent 
on that which is evil, they do prompt the aider- 
fanding to find out arguments to plead for it. 
wo | Corrupe” paſſions blind: the 
, Ferit reflum judicium,  ; 1. ment, and ſometimes 
cums yes tranft iu af- * fn þ red A 
frfins. ACS rive the Juagment, to n- 


- | vent wayes 'and reaſons'to 
e!11d over a wickednefs ; that it may not appear 
In its proper colpurs : Bat may look like that 
which 13 good and honeſt. Therefore you read: 
of perſons waſhing over their miquities., 'and' 


ol 


. Pleading innocency in their tranſereffions, Fer, 2. 


32- Thoagh thorwaſh thie with nitre; and take thts 
much ſope, yet thine iniquity is marked before me ſaith 
the Lord God, i. e. Though thon putteſt a'fair 
gloſs upon a foal matter, and haſt many excuſes and 


evafions whereby toayoid the charg of guilt upon | 


thy 


(22) 
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thy ſoul; yet it is naked and evident before 
mine eyes) ſaith the Lord. Again v. 23. How 
sanſt thiu ſay, I am net polluted ? And v, 24. Where- 
fore will ye plead with me ? intimating that they were 
ready to jutifie their wickedneſs, and had ſome- 
what to plead for the warrant of it. See what 
pains Saul takes to cever hisfin, and to main- 
tain his revellion, 1 Sam. 15.20. I haveobeyed 
ebe woice of the Lord, and have gine the way which the 
Lird ſent me, 8c. © | | 

Prep. -3- Tocompleat this' matter and bring 
it home to our purpoſe, take this third propofition+ 
That the exawple of the maltitude 1s a principal ar gu- 
ment, which ſinners produce ro this end, and much 
infift upon to this purpoſe ; namely to juſtific and/ 


, defend their migodly deeds, and to' maintain the' cor- 


raptions wherewith they are defiled. If ſnch an ati- 
on were finful, do ye think ſo many perſons 
would comply with it > Have not -they cauſe to 
be careful of their-fouls, as well a5 wep And have 
not they as good Knowledg of the. mind of God, 
as we have? It it were ſo bad to tipple and lye in 
the alehouſe, now and then, do you think, ſo many 
judicious men would practiſe it ? If it were a fin-- 
ful thing to game, and revely and the like, wonld 
not others leave it ? If ſach a worſhip were cor- 
rupt, can you imagine, tharſo many knowing men 
would nor abhorre it? ſhall we think our felves. 
to be wiſer then the moſt> Theſe are the rigs 
nings of mens ſpirits, whereby they ftrive to de=" 
fend their crooked wayes. As Eliphas ſpeaksto 
Fob cap. 15.7, 8, 9. Art thox the firſ# man that was 
born ? Or waſt they made before the hills? Haſt thou 
heard che ſecret of God? and deſt thow reſtrain wiſ- 
| C 4 _. 
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 domtotby{, elf? what knoweſt thou that we know not 2 ; 


what nnderſtandeſt thou which is nat in 2 So are 
- finters apt to argue the caſe, . when they. are re- 
proyedfor any indire& prattiſe, Do yos think 
your ſelf wiſer thas the meſt > They make no ſeruple 
at ſuch things, and have they not as much knonledg 45 
we? Shall me be ſo arrogant as to reſtrain wiſdom to 
our ſelves> Surely tt 45 not to be condemned, or 
otherwiſe ſo many would not approve of it, and 
follow it. For mind it Sirs a4 a maſt certain rule ; 
that as the cuſtom and: the commoneſs of the 
pradtiſe of in, doth uſually take away titſenſe 
'and conſcience of ſing in them that commitit 
ſo it many times takes away the opinion of fin, 
inthem that obſerve it. Surely, thinkrhey, if the1 
were any harm init, people would -not ſo r-adily 
and univerſally cloſe wit? it. It was the very argu- 
ment they brought againſt our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the religion of his followers, becanſe it was 
generally oppoſed, At.28.22, As concerning the 
ject, we know it ts every where ſpoken againſt. 

Now for the deadning of this influence I ſhall 
urepgoſ to obſerve and lay to heart theſe three 
TOINRpPSs | | 

| - That this us double wickedneſs in the ſight of 
God, and ſo may juſtly expoſe us to a greater meaſure 
of his indignation, for a perſon not only to live in the 
prattife of ſin, but to defend and juſtifie thoſe prattiſes. 
For,a man firf} to break th2 lg of God, and then 
to plead againſt the law, and as much as in him 
lzethto eneryate and invalidate the obligatory 
' power of it. ' This is'one of the greateſt con- 


tempts that can be offered againſt the Lord of - 


glory. And itis far from the xgemper of a- true 
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temptation, intofin z bat he will not plead-the canſe 


of fn 3 He will ftand up in defence of the word of 


God againſt himſelf, and take confuſion of face 
unto hzmſelf. Bautwhen a wicked man doth jn- 


deavour td maintain his wickedneſs, that ig an 
high affront unto the Soyereign Lord, and Law- 


ojyer : It isineffect: w ſet his month againſt the 
heavens as it is expreſſed, Pſal. 93. 8, 9. Ire- 
member, an heathen Philoſopher being asked hig 


opinion, what they deſerved who committed 


murder, or adiultery,-in their drunkeneſs, and 
then excuſed it becauſe they were in drink : Hs 
anſwer was that {uch ſhould be twice puniſhed g 
fi1 t for the fat committed,and again for their drunk= 


enneſs. So may I ſay of finners of thigſort, God < 


may juſtly execute upon them the fierceneſs. of 
his anger, and make them. taſt the ſoreſt of -hig 
diſpleaſure 3 He may deftroy them with a double de- 


ſtruttion ;; firſt for the evils which they commit and 
' again for the juſtifying of theſe. evils, You have a 


particular woe denounced. on this account 1ſa.. 
5. 20. Wo unto them that ſay concerning evil, it is 
good ; and of good, it ts evil : that put. darkneſs for 
light, and light for darkneſs : that pat bitter for 
ſweet, and ſmeet for bitter... «05.» 1 = _ 

2. For a perſon thizs to plead in defence of bis fing 
it s to put himſelf at the greateſt diſtance from Tepen- 
tance and converſion, and conſequentially from the 
pardoning grace and favonr of God annexed thertnupto.” 
The realon'is apparent, becauſe conviftion. s.the, 
firſt tep that leads tor converſion, It is 1mpoſlible: 
a ſinner ſhould be humbled for; or turned from 


-his ungodlineſs, till he be convinced of it« © As 


long 


of God may fall , through 1 
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ruptions, he. will never -loath and abhor him* 
felf for them. And therefore when the Lord 
cometh in a way of ſaving mercy toa foul, and 
rakes him into a covenant with himſelf, he doth 
take them off, from pleading 1n their own ju- 
Kification"any further, thac they may lye down 
in their ſhame, Ezeh. 16. 62,63, And I will 
eſtabliſh my covenant with thee, and thoy ſhals know 
' - thatT am the Lord. That thou mayeſt remember, and 
be confounded, and never open thy mouth any more be - 
canſe of thy ſhame, when I am pacified towards thee, 
for all that thou haſt done, ſaith the Lord God. Mark 
Ir, before time, their mouthes were opened and 
they had ſomething to ſpeak in their own behalf, 
all the world almoſt went 0n in ſach a way, and why 
might not we as well as others ? and the like. But 
when the ſpirit works effetually, and bringeth 
them into the bond of the covenant, you ſhall 
. not hear a'word more of theſe corrupt reaſon- 
ings. Now they fee their vileneſs, and that they 
have nothing farther to plead 3 but they lay their 
hands upon their month. | 
£ 3. The rectitade, 07 irregularity, of any courſe a 
attion, z net to be meaſured and 14d 'ged from thecear = 
riage of the preateſt number -of men, but by the word 
4 of theliving God. It is the 
Ow h vr, fed boc ſs ſcripture which 1s the fan- 
nag rs reprimantur, quia . 5 arts for zhe trying of 
xon Pauct ſunt. Nibil ad © Ocrrines, whether they 
extenuationem deligi are ſound or corrupt 5 and 
numerus impudens vale- for the weighing of aAti- 
re conſuevit, Cypr, E- ons whether they'are ſin- 
Piſt. 264 ful or warrantable. * In- 
| deed 


lone as he ſtands up in juſtification - of his cor” 
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deed the praftiſes of the generality are ſo far 
from juſtifying any proceedings Whatſoever , 
that we have cauſe to-fuſpe&t them, on thatwery 
aeconnt : Becauſe it isſuch an ordinary thing for 
them to combine together in the ſervice of the 
devil, Jer.5.11,12. For the hoxſe of Iſrael, and the 
hinſe f Judah have dealt very treacherouſly againſt wr 
ſaith the Lord. They have belied the Lord, and ſaid, it 
is not ke, neither ſhall' evil come upon #8, neither ſhall 
we ſee ſmord nor famine, Jer. 6.13. From the leaſt 
of them, even unto -rhe- greate(t 'of themy every one 1s 
given to covetcu/neſs: and from the prophet even unto 
the prieſt, every ont dealeth faifly, Mark its it was 
not here and there a ſingle perſon, but the whole 
| body of the people collettively and wnanmoyſly 
were corrupred;' men of all ranks and conditi- 
ons." 'So that for th trying: of- the particulars of 
your converſation -you mult not 'paſs ſentence 
according to the: Senerat practiſe 3+ but hayeire- 
courſe to the [Law and the teſtimony, Pal. 119. 
?. 59, I thought on my wajies, and turned my feat 
ant6 thy teft imonies.” So much for the firſt influence 
which the example of the multitude hath to-lead 
into-fin, viz. By miniſtriagoan aroument for the ju= 
ſtification of ſin. — 2 |»  O_— 
rn A rear rrnnn nents — 

2. The example of a mulcitude is commonly 
a powerful inducement to the commiſſion of fin, 
By contribating ts the-extenuation and leſſening of the 
evil of fin: From hence perſons will conclude 
that, if an! ation be . granted zo be evil, yet un- 
dondtedly it # not ſo great an evil, as ſome would 
perſwade them : ſurely it is but # ſmall matter, 
_ andofno heinous nature, or eife others "—_ 
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avoid it, and it would not be ſa commonly-em- . 
braced, Thw Sirs ; if a man hath but- ſlight and 
low apprehenſions of the evil of fin, he will never | 
be ſtedfaſt and reſolute in oppoſition againſt it : ; 
he will ſoon be brought to a complyance with it. 

As your thoughts of ſin are, ſo your carriage towards it . 
and meaſure will be. If it be reckoned as a little | 
evil, men will never be at any great coſt, or 
make much adoe for the avoiding of it, Now, 
the conſideration of the praftiſe of a maltitade, 
that many walk ach a way doth hugely tend to 
the extenyation of the eyil of it, in a mans. 
thoughts, 7: # a difficult thing, ro keep up abhorring 
thoughts, in the Soul, of that which multitudes live in 
the praftiſe of. They will be ready to conclude 
thac, without controverſy, there is.no- great hurt in. 
it nor any conſiderable danger :  6r. otherwiſe 
ſo many would not agree together therein. Ezek. 
8. 17- Then he ſaid anto me, haſt this ſeen this, O 
fon of man ? Is it a light thing to,the houſe of Judah 
that they commit the abominations which they commit- 
here Obſerve, it was a general. corruption, and 
fo accounted ſmall in their eyes. 1s it alight 
thing ? q.d. It is in your eftimation, bur a ſmall 
matter; Certainly you reckon it bu a light and 
trivial thing, Jittle to be regarded. And ch. 
the people anſwered the prophet Feremie, when 
ll he laboured to ſet before them the greatneſs of 
1 their folly, and wickedneſs ; they produce the 
Wl general prafiiſe for it. It is that which we bave dones. 
Ui 36, and our ſathers, our Kings, and our Princes, in- 
Mi whecitics of Fudah, and in - ſftregts .of Feruſalem,, 

| Jer. 44+ v. 7+ 17. | +; CFO 
To abate the force of this inflaence, let ug 


duly 


wo —_—i 


OW: 
duly ponder and preſs. upon our ſpirits, theſe- 
three particulars. * RP : 

I. Although all fins, if conſidered comparatively, 
are not equally heynous, ſome being of lefler ma- 
lignity, andothers of a crimſon die ; yer. there 6 
no fin little in it ſelf, or that has but little evil in the 
natare of it, Tt is an argument of a praceleſs hearty 
chat is an utter ſtranger to the ſpirit of regene- 
rations ts account ally ſin to be a ſmall evil, For 
hadſt thou layn under the burden of thine iniqu1- 
ties, and felt that ſmart, and bitterneſs in the 
ſenſe of fin, which is the uſual preparative, and 
antecedent to a ſaving converſion , it would 
rec&ifie thy thoughts in this reſpe& : thou wouldſt 
account the guilt of the leaft fn, to be an inſuppor- 
table burden. And indeed there is reaſon for it : 
For the leaſt tranſgreſſion cannot be expiated at 
a lower rate, then by the precious bloud of our Lord 
Teſus Chriff, as of a lamb without (pot, or blemiſh. 
. All the angels in beaven, and all the treaſures 
#pon earth, cannot make an attonement for the 
leaſt offence, againſt the Law of God. The 
ſmalleſt fin is a contempt ofthe great King, even 
of the Lord of hoſts, who is of infinite and un- 
ſearchable majeſty, and excellency. You know, 
the horridneſs of a fa& is not only to be colleazd 
from the matter whereiz it doth confiſt, but princi= 
pally from the objett againſt whom it & committed. 
That which is but a petty miſdemeanor if againſt 
\ another, 1s rreaſon if done againſt a King. hy, 
Sirs, every ſin 1s a {lighting of the King of Kings, 
and the Lordof Lords; it is a rifing up in re- 
bellion againſt tne fovereign poſſefſour of hea- 
ven, As Jo/cphargueth againſt the remptatians. 


Gen, | 


INI - ny 

| Gen. 39. g. Hog can I do ths. gredt wickedneſs and 
fin againſt God ? So ſhould y ou reaſon the caſe 
4eainft conjun&tion with a maltitude, in any un- 
juſt way - Though all the world be defiled,'with 
this, or the other abomination, yet I perceive 
| ; it is rebellion againſt the 


* Omne peccarwm et De= %* incomprehenſible God, 


- SES and how ſhall I dare to joyn 
. in confederacy with them? Ich, r3. Heare ye news 
O houſe of David, Is it a ſmall thing for you to weary 
men, but will ye weary my God alſo? q. d. Canthat 
be a light thing, which is a deſpiſing of the Lord, 


and an ecclipfing of his glory ?. Is it a ſmall mat- 


ter that openeth the door of hell, and makes the 
finner liable foeverlaſting condemnation ? Why, 
the wages of fin | quatenm fin, and therefore of 


the- ſmalleſt tranſgreflion} is death | everlaſting 
death and deſtruction, as appeareth by its oppo- * 


ſition to eternal life | Rows. 6, 23. 

2. Thu ts ſo farre from leſſening the evil of fin, 
becaafe it t generally pratliſed ; that it & one aggra- 
vating circumſtance of it, whereby the danger us in- 
creaſed : And therefore it ſhould render us more 
watchful againſt it, and cauſe us to be very cau- 
tious and circumſpect, leaft we be defiled there- 
with, , As with an infedtiows diſeaſe, the more 
epidemiical it is, the more perillom ; and the greater 


care will perſons tak2 againſt the contagion. I 


dare ſay, that in « town where is the plagne, or 
peſtilence, the farther it ſpreads, the more tearful 
would the inhabitants be. O that men would ten- 
der the health of their ſouls, according tothe care they 
take of their bodies ! And that thzy were affected 
with /piritazl evils and maladies, as they are 

« wont 
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wont tobe with temporal ! Then they would keep 
a ftri& watch againſt common abotninations. « | 
+ The Prophet ſpeaks of it as an heightner of the | 
eflilt, that it was like a ſpreading leproſie that went 
f through the whole body of the Land, fer.6.26,28. 
O daughter of my peop.e, gird thee with ſackcloth, nnd 
wallow thy oe in aſhes : make thee mourning as for 
an only ſon, miſt bitter lamentation * for the ſpoiler 
ſhall come ſuddenly upon 14. What is the provoca- 
1 tion, whereby this ſore evil is procured Þ #hy 
.  ſeev. 28. They are all prievous revolters, walking 1 
with ſlanders : they are braſs and iron, they are all = 
corrupters. And again, Mal. 3. 9. Ye areenrſed | 
with a cnrſe | 1, e. you are certainly, and dreadfully, 
and terribly, accurſed}] for you have robbed me; even 
this whole Natton, | 
3. 15it a ſmall matter (as thou pleadeſt) that ts 
thus done againft the Lord > Why, then the greater is 
thy contempt of his Majeſty, and the more inexcuſa- 
ble art thog, in'deſpiſing the Holy one of {[racl. Wilt 
thou prefer a trivial matter before the pleafing of 
God, and the enjoyment of his favour > This 
is a ſhrewd fign that thou wouldeſt not ſerve him 
. na greater. How couldeſt thon lay down thy 
life for his ſake, and part with all that thou baft at 
mis call, who wilt diſobey him for a trifle, 4s ie 
is in thine account ? If you go to a neighbour, or 
friend, to lend you a ſmall ſum of money, or to 
do you a lefler kindneſs, and he will not do itz 
you will preſently conclude, He would never be . 
at any great expence' to do you good; nor truſt 
you with a matter of any conſiderable value. Ss 
ay the Lord ſay in this caſe, This is an hypocritie 
cal wreticn who thus complieth with the mmwititade, 
; (@ - 
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to fin againſt. me, ina ſmall matter 5 Surely he 
will never ſtick cloſe to me, in times of danger, 
and difficulty ; when he.muſt exerciſe any greater 
meaſure of ſelf-denial, You know the words of 
our Saviour unto Peter, Mat. 26.40. He come h 
.anto the diſciples, and findeth them aſleep, and ſaith 
Into Peter, What, cenld Je not watch with me one 
hour > What may be the reaſon, that he doth ex- 
poſtulate the caſe with Peter, more particularly, 
than with the reſt > #hy, you ſhall find in 35. v. 
Peter had promiſed, that although he ſhould die 
with Chriſt, yet he would not deny him: and 
_ arid thzrefore he ſaid unto Peter, What, conld ye 
mot watch with me one hour ? q.d.. How couldeſt 
thou die for me ? If thon faulter in the ſmalleſt, huw 
"wonldeft thoy be able to grapple with greater hardſhips? 
So thonld you reaſon the caſe with your own ſpi- 
rits: If I will be a Chriſtian indeed, I mult be 
ready to forſake all that I have at his command, 
and to follow him through cribulations and di- 
Areſles whitherſoeyer he leadeth me : And how 
{hall 1 be able to doit, if 1 ftick with him for a trifle ? 
Beſides, 4s was intimated befure, It is a monſtrous 
_ and intolerable ſlighting, and undervaluing the 
autherity of God, and that eternal bleſſedneſs to be. 


— 


enjoyed in-his preſence; to yenture the loſs of tt, _ 


for matter of lictle weight and moment. This 


is inftead of counting all things to be but draſs and 


dung, in compariſon of the favour of God, to eſteem 
ara, and dang above the light of his countenance. 
Fer. 2. IT, 12,13. Hath a Nation changed. their 
gods, which yet are no gods ? But my people have 
changed their plery, for . 4% which dorh not profit, Be 
| #ftaniſhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be horribly f 
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when-this temptation begins.to prevail, fix your 


eyes upon Faſpte, the anthor-and finiſher. of owr faith, - 


who for the.joy that was ſet before him, gndated the 
exoſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and 1s ſet down: at the right 
hand of tht throze of God. - For conſider hins that en- 


dared ſuch contradittion of ſinners againſt. himſelf, 


leſt ye be mearied, and faint in your minds, Hed. 12. 
Ve.2, 3..See the carriage of. thege4prſi les in this 
' reſpect; Af. 5. 41. They departed from the pre- 
ſence of the counſel, rejoycing that they were counted 
worthy to ſrffes [hame for his name. Why for his 
name ? hy, becauſe he. is the Son of God, and. 
| ſoadle to recompenſe them plentifully, for.any: 
loſs.chey ſuſtained in his-ſervice : He loved them 
with the molt affectionate love, and that unto 
the end : He had ſuffered thame for their ſakes, 
and- in. grder to the carrying on of their-Sal- 
Vation, .- | 


8 The day-if judgment, that is at hand, will be a” 
day of reve}ation as well as of recompence.  1f-yuu be 
unjuſtly reprogched and . ſcandalized now: then, you 


ſhall be cleared and acquitted, and diſcharged nith 
honoar, -jn the face of all the yorld. For as that. 
will be a. judicature appointed for the :rying of 
titles, fo forthe. dearing of :the. people of God 


frem all the blots that were ciſt upon them, and. - 


the hard ſpeeches that were vented againſt-them. 


As there will be a reſurrefjon of bodies ont of the 


duſt of the earth, ſo there ſhall be a reſurrettion of 


the names of true believers out of thac dirt and 


filth wherein they have” been buried, This-qui- 
eted the ſpirit. of $, Paul when he wag cenſured, 
and {candalized, 1 Cer. 4. 3,4 5+. Pithmeit 54 
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reproaches; that we may ſufter ? Look unto Feſt, , 
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' * very ſmall thing, that T ſhould be judged of yi, tr. of 
' wians judgment : (ie 61 am little troubled at:your 
cenſures and reproaches) yes /. judge not my own 
ſelf. For 1 know nothing by miy ſelf, yet am I not here- 
by jnſtified : but he that jadgeth we is the Lord. There 
fore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, 
who both will bring to light the hidden things of dark- 
neſs, and will make manifeſt. the counſels of the 
hearts : and thengſhall every man have- praiſe of God; 
7. 8: Then it will be diſcovered, who are praiſe- 
worthy : The Lord wilt cauſe the uprightneſs of 
the upright to appear, and he will vindicate cheir 
repuration' in the preſence of men and -An- 
vels. — 
” 4+ The beſt and miff comortable nay, as much as 
is poſſible, to avoid reproach and diſgrace, it , not to 
 Joynin correſpoudency with the wiched ; bat to endea- 
wvorur t9 be exatt and circumſpett in your carriage be- 
fore the wicked, that they may not have ſo much as an 
ercafion whereupon to batons an evil report. As a Phi 
lofopher being told that ſomie evil minded men did 
charge him with ſuch and ſuch miſcarriages. And, 
I, enſnered he, will to demean-my ſelf, that none 
ſhall believe them. Here Sirs, is an excellent 
means to preyent reproaches, and a good ufe to 
be made of them, Do men charge thee with 
pride and banghcineſs of ſpirit? Carry thy ſelf 
with that humility and weekneſs, that none may be- * 
lieve them. Art thou cryed out of as a tarbulent, 
faflions, and ſeditions, perſon? Let thy demean- 
our be ſo gnier, and peaceable, and ay Droaat that 
none may-give credit to the report. Labour to 
Cut off ocea/ion of evil ſpeaking, from them that 
deſire eccaſien ; And uf notwyhitanding they _ | 
: , CG 
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defime thee, ſtudy to prove them lyars amongR 
- aHl with whom thou doft converſe. And this is 
. the very counſel of the Holy Ghoſt, 1 Pet. 2. 
1,12. Dearly beloved, I beſerch you, as ſtrangers 
and pilgrims, alſtain from fiejhly luſts, which nar a- 
j- gainſt the foul. Aaving your converſation honeſt a- 
mung the Gentiles, that whereasthey ſpeak againſt you, 
| as evil doers, they may by your good warks which chey- 
'| © ſpall behold, glorifie God in the day of vifitation. And. 
| V. I5. For ſows the will cf God, &o with well- doivs 
[ ye may put to filence the Ignorance of fooliſh mens And 
if nevertheleſs it be your lot to be fcorned and 
deſpiſed for your holineſs, then remember for 
-yaur conſolation, and ſupport z that you have 
promiſe of blefſednefs, on this very agcounts: 
CHMat. 5. 11, 12: Bleſſed are ye when men ſhall xt» 
vile You, and perſernte you, and ſhall:ſay all manner of 
evil againſt you falſely for my ſake. Rejoyce and be 
exceeding plad, for great is your reward in heaven: 
fo' perſecuted they the Prophets which wire Ws 
JOrhe © | | ;"F2AI 
7 5+ Tf you cannit bear reproachess for th: ſake of 
Chriſt, and upon the account of holineſs, God-may 
juſtly give you up to the Iuſt's of your own hearts, to fall 
into ſome hurrid, 'monſtronts and" wnheard-of abongi= 
nation, that you may get '4 blut npon that accountynbich 
ſhall never le wiped out. If men will not ſuffer for 
' God, they may juſtly expect to ſuffzr. ander the 
hand of God. "AST have. read of a Smith in 
Quten Maries dayes, who was convinced of the 
ruth, and beins prefſed by a meſſage from one 
ofthe Martyr;,notto diſlemble his profeſſion bat 
to own it; returned anſwer, He could xot burn But 
withitra while -it fell gut, thac his Shop was ofi 
by | E Zz fire, 


(52) | 
+ fire; and wis burnt down to the ground;and him- 

: ſelfin it, as h= was endeavouring. to quench the 

_ Hite. He that conld not burn'in the cauſe of God, was 

. burnt ander the juſt judgments of God. The like may 

| * -- befal you inthe caſe of reproach and: revilings-: 
-Tf you cannor :bear them, in the way of :righte- 
 Ouſneſs; the Lord may deliver you over into the 
| hands of. the devil, and to be led by your own 

| hearts .inta- ſome. deſperately wicked courſes, 
-that you may. ſuffer repreach as the devils Martyrs: 

_ [and ſuch reproach as may. tick dy;you for ever. 

_ And this is none other than whatGod hath threa- 

{9 eat wy 7 tened upon ſuch as deſpiſe 
See- this exprefsly .de- commandments *, that he 
ces EE of will make them'a- re- 
Being mocke, if he kepr PLOact» xther by the exe- 
theword' of the Lord; CUtion. of rexporal or ſpi- 
andby. his diſobedience - - ritual judgments, Ezths 5 
uy Hogs ws _—_ I 43: L'F»::oreover, 1 will 
Trincan by rot 55 make thee fend. ve 

; cane upon him, Jer. 38: Pr946P among the Nations 
is . Ug5.205 215 235 23. that are round abeat thee, 18} 
| « v9. 1D the fight of all that paſs by, 
Fer. 23.406 wAnd. 1 -will bring an everlaſting re- 
proach upon' youy and. a perpetual ſhame which ſhall. not 
be furgotten. See alſo Fer, 29. 88, 19. | 
So much for the fifth nay how this temptation 
prexaileth- 3; } oo i fhcy | 


o > 
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6. Sinners-are ſoon perſwaded to) go. down 
the ſtream with a mulcitude, in fin, Becauſe other- 
wiſe they ſhould be perſecuted, and oppoſed by them. 
Fhey are willing to/live at eaſe and quiet, and 
to.fleep in 4 whole 5kin (as we are: want to expreſs 


it) 


1 1 ES Y eta Sr -- 
— T1” & Me a x "01 
KO Ban +" 7 » $87 - x ” o 3 : i» 
. ” 2 : i : # 
Loa k FSR.» '; Bhs . , 2 Coe Y p P 
" . [ | s 'S! : 
$ % 4 


ir)and therefore” they dare not contradi&t rhe- 
oenerality,leſt they ſhould be ſer againftby them; 
and be reduced into ſufferings under their ha- 
tred and malice, /Thus it wrought with thoſe falſe 
teachers mentioned, Gal. 6. 13. As many 4s defire 
to make a fair (hewin the fleſh, they conftrain you to 
be circumciſed : only left they ſhould ſoffer perſecution 
fer the Croſs of Chriſt. Mark it, The moſt of che 
Fews were eagerly ſet upon the retaining of cjr= 
camcigon and other ceremonies of the Moſaical 
pedagogy ; and they were aptto be violently bent 
- againſt any that went about the abrogation of 
them. Now theſe falſe teachers knew wellenough,' 
' thatall ſuch types were aboliſhed, by the death 
- of Chriſt; bnt'they durft not own it ; ill they | 
preached up circumciſion, and forced ir npont 
the practiſe of the- converts at Galatria, againſt 
the light and conviCtions of their own conſcien- 
ces. What 'nas the reaſon of it > Why, they knew 
that if they ſtiffly adhered to the ſimplicity of 
the Goſpel, and'waved the Moſaical ceremonies, 
which moſt ' of the -Fexs were-zealous for, they 
\ ſhould be perſecuted by them : And this was the - 
only reaſon that induced them to comply with. 
the multitude. Ay brethren, you bave many that 
would willingly be the diſciples of Chriſt and. 
his followers; as long as they may do ir with 
fafety »* without endangering their eſtates, or - 
lifes, or their liberties by it : But when'chey” 
cone to take up the Croſs there they. fantter.” Av? 
the rottenneſs; ati inſoupdneſs; the hypocrific,” - 
and unbelief of the heart is thie fountain whence* | 
apoſtacy proceeds ©! ſo'the dayes 6f .ttibalatien and” 
dreſs are the time of diſcrimination, when Apo- 
| | E-4 ſtates 


fates are wont to diſcover. themſelves. They cag 
well be conterited to miake a profeſſion of godli- 
* neſs, and to perform ſome of the external du- + 
* ries, but they are not able to go through perſe. 
cutions. And therefore they keep 2ll tnings fair 
with the »ultitudez and walk in wayes of com- 
liance with them ; left if they followed trath' and 
holineſs t00 cloſe at the heels, it ſhould ſtrike ont their 
reeth: left if they withdrew from the multitzde, 
they ſhould be. hated and perſecuted by them. 
For pray Sirs, what's the. reaſon why the world 
hates, and ſets againſt che people of God ? #hy, 
It is for this very thing, becauſe they walk in a 
way by themſelves, {nd wall not do as the reſt.of 
their neighbours do ; they ſeparate themſelves 
from the generality in their practiſe, and walk 
more ſtrictly and preciſely, and*dare not allow 
themſelves in ſuch licentious courſes, wherein 
others live : and ſo their lives are a praRtical 
condemnation of the others, and as 2 corfolive 
. totheir conſciences, Fob, 15.19. 1} ye were o 
the morld, the norld would love his own : But my | 
0u are nit of the world, but 1 have choſen yiu out of 


"the world, therefore the world baterh you. Mark it, 


If believers were of confederacy with the wick- 
_ ed; if they could drinh, and revel, and be vainy 
and wanton, as others are, and did nat take a dif- 
ferent ''courſe by themſelves, they ſhould be 
cheriſhed and beloved as well as others : bur 
therefore they axe hated, and perſecuted, becauſe 
they are a ſele& company, and have a pecnliar 
way by themſelves. And ro eſcape' this hatred 
and perſecution, people are.apt to joyn mn 
# GONE 9 a. PRE = at the 
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| the world, and to wal 


; according to their pat- 
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tern and practiſe, . | 
\ Toabate the edge, and take off the efficacy of 
_ this influence, let me counſel you to be frequent 
in the meditation. upon theſe three ſpiritual 
truths. | 
ll. Thatthe everlaſting wrath of God, which #5 re= 
ſerved as the portion of the wicked hereafter, is an evil 
infinitel y beyond all the tribulations and perſecutions 
that can come wpon the godly here. So that if chou 
_ canſt not bear ſome tharp aſfliftions for a time, 
How wilt thou be able tolye under torments for ever ? 
It thou dareſt not walk in the wayes of holineſs, 
for fear of ſome trouble & perſecution from men, 
How wilt thou ſtand under che wrath of God 
when he will glorifte his power in the deſtruſti- 
on of his adverſaries ? Phy Sirs, one of theſe will 
unavoidably hefal you ; exther you muſtlive god- 
ly in Chriſt Jeſus, and then you will ſuffer perſe- 
| Cution ; orelſe you muſt go down with the mu]. 
titude, into perdicion : either you muſt through 
21h tribulation enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, oreverlaſtingly be ſent into hell corments. 
And can you dwell with everlaſting burnings > Are you 
able to ſtand before the devouring fire? Lay theſe in 
the: ballance. together, and fee which is to be 
choſen, Shouldnot a man willingly undergo the 
greateſt hardſhips upon earth,rather than fal into 
the damnation of Hell. See how pathetically our 
Saviour prefſeth this very point, #fark 9+ 43344. 
If thy hand offend ther cnt it off ; [that is, mortifie 
and keep under che moſt beloved corruption, deny 
thy ſelfin the dearef enjoywents thou haſt, willing- 
1 ſuffer and underga the greatef treables, - = 
4 pected ob41 ” "a 
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ſoreſt diftteſfes] It i better for thee to enter into 
life maimed, then having, two hands to go into hell, 
Imto the fire that ſhall never be quenched : where their 
worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. | 
2. That even the inpard peace and conſolation of 
the ſpirit, that t5 to be had in the ways of holineſs, ts 
abundantly to be preferred before that outward: quiet 
and ſafety, which ſinners promiſe themſelves by com- 
pliance with the multitude in their wickedneſs. Shalt 
thou be thereby freed from perſecutioris without ? 
But what if God ſend crouble and horrour upon 
the conſcience xithin > That will he an heavier, 
and a more inſupportable burden, thari all exter- 
nal calamities whatſoeyer. It is not the favour 
and friend(hj p of all the men in: the world, that 
can miniſter ſupport and comfort againſt the 
clamours of an evil conſciente, when it is through» 
ly awakened by the ſpirit of God, Prov. 18. 14. 
The ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmity ; but a 
wounded ſpirit who can bear d | 
© 3.. When Gid dith ſuffer his perple ts fall into per- 
ſeentions, for their righteouſneſs ſake; He doth not 
leave them alone : but hath promiſed bimlelf to be 
graciouſly preſent with them, He will miniſter 
ſtrength to inable them to bear their burdens : 
and will dar6gurfort into their ſouls that ſhall 
iweeten the moſt bitter cup of tribulation. He ' 
will reſtrain the 7age, and fary of their oppreſ- 
; Tours, that they ſhall not lay upon thetm-more 
than1s conducibſe tmto their ſpiritial god: For 
although God'doth ſometimes let his" children 
fall into. the hands of the wngodly, yer henever 
deliyereth them: ove?"t9-the will of the” wngodly. 
Art Jenvgth he' will make a way for them to 
PENS: | | | eſcape, 
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eſtape;and cauſe” all'their ſaffermgs' to 'work 


together for ther good : 'ahd give thern an am- 
ple recompence,that ſhall make a plentiful amends, 
for whatever coſt they 'have been at in his ſex- 
vice, Ifa. 43: 1, 2- W#hen thou paſſeſt throagh the 
waters, I ill be with thee © and therow the rivers, they 
ſhall not overflow thee ; when thou walkeſt” thorow the 
fire, thon ſhalt not be 'barnt * neither Jhall the flame 
kindle upon thee: For 1 am the Lord thy God , 
the holy one of Iſrael thy Saviour. ' And are the 
conſolations of God ſmall unto' you? Ts it a 
1;ght thingto be under the promiſe of his ſpecial. 
preſence, and providence ? Wo be' to finners, 
when trouble comes from the hand of God, and 
there is no miniſtration of ſupport from the gra- 
cious affiſtance of God. Yhar will they then do in 
the day of tribulation? But the Lord wll-hotleave 
his own peeple comfortleſs, but will.come him- 
ſelf, and miniſter nrito them. This made the 
Apoſtle Pay] that he conld rejoyce in his fuffer- 
ings, 2 (vr. 12. 10. Therefore 1 take pleiſure in 
infirmitres, in reproaches; mmneceſſities,tn perſecutions, | 
in diftreſſes for Chriſts ſake * for ' when Tam meak, 
then am I ſtrong, i. e.' wher# I am at the'loweſt 
ebb'of wie enjoyments; then 1s the 'Lord 
pleaſed'to communicate* the greateſt ſpiritual 
vigour, and conſolation 'itto my heart: x When 
my body 18 at the'loweft, and-my outward man at the 
weakeſt, "then is my ſol: filled-with ſpecial: reſreſh- 
ments from aboye. . God doth make np-the'op-' 
preffions'bf'my outrardman,'dy imparting grace 
unto,and lifting'up the '1ight of his: cotmtenance 
tport, ny innard ma; >ſ0 that Thavend rabſe'fo 
comPlain%:*** SY 7 IT a ns” 
Nevins This 
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E:, - This ſhall ſuffice, to ſpoken. unto the xth 
.w4y how this temptation worketh... ... ... 
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7. Azd lafly. There is a. ſecret inclination in | 
mens ſpirits to follow the example of a malticude | 
in fin : Becauſe it is a pleaſant thing to walk with | 

company; and in competition therewith 5 the mayes of 
holineſs and the fear of the Lord, . ſeem to be ſad me- 

- Janchdlly, and tedious wayes. It is a kind of irk/fowe 

| and wnpleaſant thing for a'man ta go alone in any 
courſe ; but.to walk with company is delight- 

| ſome, and ſuitable to a mans heart and ſpirit. 

- Now therefore, to avoid the lonelineſs of the ſer- 
vice of God, people are ready to comply with 
the multitude of the ungodly, As the 1ſraelites 
argued the caſe with Samuel in reſpeCt of a King, 

; 1 Sam. 8. 5, 20. We will be like all the nations, and 

Y that our King way judge #9. So are finners apt to 

plead themielves into wickedneſs ; We cannot en- 

dare tobe ſolitary, and in a path by our ſelves 5 but 

| let doe as cthers die, You have a particular gas- 
tion from $. Paul to take heed of this reaſoning, 
I Theſ. 5. 6. Therefore let #4 | not ſleep, as do others, 
but let 4 watch and baſobrr, intimating, 'that there 
3s.2 great proneſs in mens ſpirits, ts do as athers 
do, and to. travel in that road where they may 
have much company with them. _ 

- Now to ſhew you the folly and weakneſs .of this 

kind of argamentation, 1 will only ſubjoyn theſe 

' two confilenations.. "UNIIS EG 4 
. - Jo | That. a ſound believer, that liveth by faith in 

*Chriſt, and in the exerciſe of repentance, ant pore 

_ God, for the manof his counſel, and to bear him fel- : 
| lonſhip 


- 
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LY 


48-4 - -+* 7, See 4 {ae "T F 


losfbip in bis way. - And is nothe Sirs, the bet | - © 


companion in the world? that can give:you the 
beſt help and ſuccour | upon every. occafion, and 
bring the greateſt. and moſt heart-warming joy 
and gladneſs into the ſoul? As the glory of God 
is a believers ultimate end at which he aimeth; 
and as the ſpjrit of God is his principal guide by 
whom he is conducted; ang as- the word of the 


| Lord is the bigh-way wherein he travels; So the 


Lerd of hoſts himſelf is his conſtant companion. *Tis 
ſaid of Enoch, He walked with God three handred 
years, Gen. 5. 22, And Noah was a juſt man 4nd 
perfebt in his generations, and Noah walked with Gadz 
Gen. 6. 9. And my brethren, can that be a tedi- 
ous and melancholy way, where the God of cen(0- 
lations is ever at hand, he that dwelleth in the 
ſouls of his children, that he may reviye their 
ſpirits? The trurch vs, moſt mens hearts are car- | 
nal, and ſenſual, and they cannot taſt the ſweet- 
neſs of communion-with Godzor elſe they would 
notomplain for want of ſociety,.and fellowſhip. 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, as the higheR priviledg: 


_ nader the ſun, and that in a way of gloriation, and 


boaſting, 1 Jo, 1, 3» 4- That which we have ſeen 
nd heard, declare me unto you, that ye alſo may have 
fellowſhip with us; \end truly our fellowſhip 1s with 
the Father, and. with. hs Son Jeſus Chrift, 4nd 
theſe things write we unto you, that your joy may be ful, 
q. d. Here is the well-ſpring of joy, here is a 


' fovereign antidore againſt ſadneſs and diſconſo- 
. - latneſsof ſpirit:: this will cauſe you to abound 


in joy, above the joy of harveſt, above what will © 
ariſe from the increaſe of corn and wine and ole. 


if you will haye your veel filled, come unto 


_ theſe 


EET 5 note oat ANAL of 


theſe watzrs, ſecure' y 
fellowſhip. ES 
- 2, If yon would have the ſociety of men, your 
fellow creatures, to go along with you ; hy, 
the wiſeſkcourſe to be'taken for the attainment of chat, 
#'not to comply with the wicked ; but to labour what in 
gou lieth, to turn them from- their wickedneſs. $0 
that, be much in prayer for them, that God 
would oper their eyes and ſhew them ' the way of 
truth; that he would ſanfifie their hearts, and 
turn them unto-the-truth : Set a' good example 
before-them, that -they may be won over by 
the lovelineſs: of your converfations : Deal. 
faithfully withitheir Souls by mrckneſs of reproof, 
and admonition, -as'there is occaſion : Often pro» 
. woke and ſtir thews up to follow after righteouſneſs, 
that ſo they may bear you company'in the way to 
heaven. Let me give you the counſel..of the 
Lord to Feremy in this caſe, Fer, 15.19, Let them 
return unto thee but return not thog' unto them. Bit 


our intereſt in this bleſſed 


| perhaps you will obje& andiTay,:this is the work 


of a Minifter. Yea my brethren,and it is incum- 
bent on every particular Chriſtian alſo, what in 

them is, to render the wayes of God:lovely and 
amiable in the fight of others, arid:to endeavour* 


to-win them over,- by all means'tro an effeual 

cloſure with thoſe wayes, Prov.-11- 30; Hetbat 

winneth ſouls is wiſey Jam. 5. ny. oy; if - 
ans 


any of you do erre fromthe truth, {and one convert hi 

[ any one) this is a work to be'minded by every: 

one of you, witliout exception] Let bing know;that' 

be mhich-converteth a ſinner from the errour of hos way,' 

fhall ſave a ſeul from death, and ſball-bide a multi= 
tude of fins, - SQ Wearejcome to the:cloſe' of the 

NE IniP | ſecond 
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ſecond head of enquiry, concerning the influence | 
which the practiſe of a malcirade hath, to 'encline 

a man or woman to doevil. 
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S-= C-T. 1. | 
Qs. Jo | ba what caſes eſpecially; doth it concern mw, 
| £0 be muſt cantions and. Arcumſpett, npus 
his account, that we be a0t drayn to evil by 7 mag | 
of a multitnde. * | 56% 
Anſ. For ſatisfation to is a5, you; mul 
well obſerye and remember, that thrs.. caution - i 
| nerdful i in ever yeaſe, and doth. oblige. #8 to, be circum Z 
ſee#t in every reſpeth,, to keep a ſtri6t eye of jealonſy 8 
pon our ſelves at every turn, that we be not inſnared Fo 
or drawn afude into fin by following a multitude., The 
counſel is deliyered zndefinizely 'uthout limita, 
tion tO, times, perſons, er caſes * and 1s equi 
pollent to an aniverſal prohibitions, For as. wafr6 
the ſpirit of Gad hath . not ' 'addedy + we, muſt. 
not make addithns; ſo whers.. be: bach, not li 
mited, we mult not ſec bounds ; png: limizs, 'by a 
| narrowing interpretation, - T hog ſhalt not. fd 
' lowa muljitudey i.e. not any mulciqude, of what, 
= ſort ſoeyer, whereſoever they are or. 1n what, 
ages- or places-ſoever they lives in the doing 
efevike;: +. | wo; 
Nevertheleſs there are ſome prenliar caſes, i in. 
{ which this word of advice doth eſpecially con-, 
cern us ; wherein we are more than uſually in», 
| clined, to follow the multicade, and therefore, 
8 ought to be mors than ordinarily watchful over 
| _— = 
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our hearts, that they donde tun us aſide upon 


. this temptation. 7 will only mention fix. 


t. In caſe of our Anceſtors , and propiny os” 


that have gone before us. When our forefathers have 
generally taken any corfupt way, there 18 a.great 
additedneſs in their prfferiry ro take the ſame 
courſe, and there needs a great meaſure of cau- 
tion, that we be not followers of them. What /? 
will ſome ſay, 'ſhall we condemn our forefathers, 
and judg onr ſelves wiſer' and: better then all 


that have been before us ? they. made no ſcruple . 


of ſuch and ſuch a&tions 3 they worſhipped God 
in this, 'or the 'other manner ;-and- ſhall we be 
more ſcrwpuloas then they were ? No we will be for 
the old way, and cleave to that refigion, which 


our fathers were of. . This was" the argument 


which the woman of Sychar produced, in her dif- 
courſe with Chriſt, to countenance the ſchiſma= 
tical temple on Mount Geritzimy Joh. 4. 20. Onr 
fathers worſhipped in this mountain, and ye ſay, that 
zn Jeruſalem »ss the place where men ought ro worſhip, 
As if ſhe bad ſaid, whatever /c74pcares you may 
dring, or reaſons you may-preſs, to keep cloſe to 
the inſtirution of God, and to worſhip him at 
Jeruſalem; yet T am ſure, Onr fathers were of ano- 
ther mind : They thought the pandilio'g of infli- 
rution, and divine appointment, were not ſo ſtiſly 
to be adhered unto : and why ſhould nat we-do, 


as our fathers have done ? And how hot werethe | 
Seribesand Phariſees for maintaining and uphold- | 


ing their fathers traditions > though ſome of them 
were down right comradittions againſt, and athers 
corrupt additions unto the word of the Lord? See 
now they plead and quarrel with Chrift, and big 
diſciples, 
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| diſciples for their non-conformity therein, Afar. | 
CALL Thenthe Phariſees and Scribes aided bim;aby 


walk not thy diſciples according to the tradition of" rhe 
elders,” but eat bread nith unnaſhen hands 29.4. This 


conſtitution- we received from our fathers, the 


elders of former generations : and why ſhould 
not you be concluded by it, and give obedience 
thereunto ? If ithad been a novel, apt art opinion, 


ſomething might be'\ſa1d againſt it : bur it hath 
{ continned a long time in the Church, even ſince 


the dayes of our forefathers. in 
To fer you right in this matter, and to diſco- 
ver the vanity, and danger of this way of rattoci- 
nation ; Give me leave to put you in mind of theſe 
five things. A 9 oh nn Ds A RS 2 OY 
I. It was one end of the death of owr-'Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, wherein all thoſe are fſhareri, that are ſaved 
by him that he might redetms his people from the win 
converſation received- by tradition from their fathers * 
that he might bring thim to einbyuce the tominand= 
ments of God , -and to give up themſelves entires 
ly in ſuhjeftion to the Law of the Lord. $2 thatymark 
it Sirs, Have you an'intereſt in the bloodiof Jes 
ſus Chriſt? would you make-it appear thit you 
are reconciled unto God by'the ſufferings of his 
Son ? hy, this 'is one way to prove it, - By re- 
nouncing the vain traditions of your Fathers," as far 


as they are difſentaneous to the word of- God, 
{ and have no footing in the word. As Chriſt re- 


deemed God's peculiar people from the curſe of 
:be Law, that their perſons might be accepted, 
and their iniquities-torgiven : and as he redeem- 


ed them from their bondage ante Satan, that their - 


natures might .be ſanRified, and themſelves ſet 
ww apart 


+. of 


m ” b. » 4. 4 . w g , ” $ 4 
- «1» of We *_F- 4 $4, 7 % » £ F + 
a , YT Tg is: C wy» x po 4 "IM 


apart unto comin God:So he-redeem- 
ed.them'. alſo from the. vain; prafliſes of. their -Fa- 
thers,that their lives mightbe ordered according 
. to the Law. of the Lord. 'What can be more-per- 
ſpicuous .and evident ?1:&et..I. 18,19: Foraſe 
much a4 ye know, that ye were.uot redeemed; with-cor- 
raptible things, as filuer, and pold,, from your vain con- 
verſation yeceived by traditian from your fathers. Bnt 
with the precious bloud:of Chriſty as of a:lambmithout 
blemiſh-and without fpoge” (11049 bu on on 
2. One ſpecial reaſon, why the Lord nas gracionfly 
pleaſed 16 give forth the Scriptures, and to leave his 
will upon.record in the; Sexiptures was this. that we 
might not pin-our faith: upon: wir. fathers ſleeves, nor 
think it enough to do, as onr anceſtors have done. Sifs, 
If -God had intended the.traditions of our fathers as 
- a rule. of direQtion for;uss..and that. they ſhould 
have beaen.abligatory upgn.ugon all occaſions, he 
would haye Jeft us unto them,:and ndt haye figni- 
fied his will-by, writing. inthe word. $0ithac take 
heed left:you fruſtrate. the (grace. of. God. in 
ſending the-holy Ghoft to.endite the, Scriptures, 
and ftirring up the Prophets and holy men of 
God, to;be the pen-men-thereof, thatwe-:might 
have a certain rule from witch we muſt nat re-. 
cede. For as the Apyſi/e-argueth in the cafe of 
juſtification. If righteouſneſs came by the mural Lan, 
then there was. no need of :the--death of Chriſt : the 
ſame will-hold good, in'caſe of the rule of life, 
If the traditions of our fathers were a ſufficient guides 
then there was no need of the Scriptares. ' And there - 
fore you: ſhall find that the Lord gave forth his 
'ftatutesand teſtimenies, as to ſupply the deficien- 
cy of the light of natare ;- ſo tg call men off from 
cleaving 
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cleaving" to the corruptions of their fathers, Pfal, * 
78:5, 6,7, 8. For he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in 
- Jacob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, which be come- 
wanded our fathers : that they ſhould make them knoun 
to their children; That the gentration 10 come might 
know them, even the children nhich ſhould be born : 
who ſhoula ariſe and: declare they to their children. 
That they mipht ſer their hope in God, and net forget. 
the works of God ; but keep his commandments: And 
might not be'as their Fathers, a ffubborns and re- | 
| bellious generations © S 

| 3. Whereas people are apr to plead for the 
| Religion of their forefathers, and tobe in {ove 
with tt, becauſe of 'its antiquity 3 that being the. 
re way, to which therefore they will adhxre + 
| Ton muſt obſetve,That it 18 not every old way, without 
limitation or exception, that is tobe approved, bat the 
old way of holintfs, and the fear of the Lords which 
ogbt to be regulated by the word of the Lord 3 and 
which becometh 'vgin avd' finful hin it 1 taught acs 
cording to the traditions of men, Jer. 6. 16. Thi 
ſaith the Lord, ftapdye in the wages; and ac for th# 
old. paths, whete if the good way, and walk therein, 
and.ye ſhall finil+eft for Jour ſouls. © Nark Sire, TER 
not every old way that will bring ſpiritual peace, 
and lead you to evertaſting reſt; birt che good" ofs 
»1y. For moſtdamnable corruptions rmiay-pletd 
' preſcription of time, and ih ſome fort rheir aniiqui- 
25. There is the old'way of ſin ani wickedneſs, wich 
/ leads direRly ts the chambers of death; ' Fob's3. 
| 15, 16; 17. H:ftichou not marked'the old ndy, which 


wicked men bave tradden ? mhich were cut dow ont of 
time, whiſe foundation 'was overfionn nith 4 fined. 
| hich ſaid nth Ord; Dipart from ar, and what ”— 
mo F = 
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the Almighty do for them ? There 1s the. old. way of - 


ignorazce, and atheiſmy and error, and ſuperſtitions 
and profaneneſs: There 1s the old' way of Popery, 
with its palpable blindneſs, blood-thirſtineſs, and 
idolatry. And indeed Sirs, if you will hold to 
this principle, Tobe of the Religion of your forefa- 
thers, you mult return to the vomit of Popery with 
all its abominations : you muft wallow in the 
mire of all their filthineſs, and blaſphemies z or 
elſe you muſt become.Heathens and [nfidels. For 
as Feſhua ſpeaketh unto the [/raelites, Jof. 24. 2+ 
Your fathers dwelt on the otber ſidg of the flood of old 


 timsey ,cuen, Terah the father of Abraham, and the 


father of Nachor : and they ſerved other gods. The 
hke-may I ſay to you in this caſe, Your fathers if 
old tire were 1dolaters, they were drencht. inthe 
polluted waters of Popiſh darkneſs, ./dolatry, and 
Seperſtition; within  <- compals. of - :wo hundred 
years, they worſhipped God in a language they 
uoderftood not. z,; they gave heed to ſeducing ſpi- 


_ Cits; and deQtrines of, Demons. they gave adora- 


tion to Saints and Angels; nay, they worſhipped 
bread/and wings, and dumb. pictures and images. 
Oxyf you willzgo ſome hundreds of, years higher 
19tp.old times ; then your fathers mere downright 
Heathens, wathous the knowledge. of Chriſt, or 
pf-God. zn Chriſt, that. worſhipped and ſerved 
the creaturemare than the Creator. Which then is 
the. goed old ways. that we-may walk therein? #hy, 

| 1s the Scripture-way, the high-way of holineſs, 
which God ; razke unto his people in the wri- 
tings of Hoſes and the Prophers, thoſe ancient re- 
cords of the Church, whichare of greater.an- 
tiquity than any profane Hgathen mm what- 
| over. 


| foever. Fo the prophecy came nity .in old Hof gh 6. 
' willof man: but boly men of God ſpake as they were 


mved by the boly Ghiſt, 2 Pet, 1.21. The goodold 
.Way is the way of che Saints in the primitive, ages 
'0! the Church; wherein they travailed towards 
the kingdom of heaven * rhe way of Abeh, and 
Enoch, and Noah, and eAbraham, and other the 
1 FTervants ofthe moſt-H:gh. And therefore when 
Peter calls them to the old times, it was to the 
times of Abraham the father of the faithFul, I Per. 
3+ 5. For after this manner iti the old times 'the holy 
8men al{p nho truſted in God adorned them(elves, be- 
ing in ſubjeflion wnto their conn husbands, Even as 
Sarah obeged Abraham. The good old way, Sirs, 
1s the way of righteouſneſs, innecence, and inegritys 
obedience to the Lay of the Lord, and ſubje&i- 
oa to his w:l] : whick can plead its antiquity be= 
yond that of fin, which is but g nel invention of 
the devil (in compariſon) and proceedeth from 
the yain imagination of mans heart, Eccl..7. 29, 
God made: man upright { but thty have ſought ont ma- 


ny inventicns, ; T er 
| 4 Are you reſolved tobe of the Religion of 
your father:, and to walk in their wayes, what- 
ever they have been # hy, Remember, chis,zas 
the very meapen, with which, the unbelicving Jews 
foupht againſt. the Goſpel - Tr was the very argument 
' which rhey preffed againtt Chrift and his diſct- 
| ples, andtne way to heaven which he preache1. 
E (Y that if , you had lived in.the dayes of Capift, 
1 you would haye perſecuted him, as the Fers did; 
| and would have oppoſed the ..4poſtles, and ſoghr 
1 tohaverooted up the doctrines of hife and {alva- 
| .tion-. How was Paxl principled, waoen he was a 
"  =Y Pers 
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perſecutor > Whiy he was ' zealous 292inſt any 
_ thing that oppoſed the traditions of bis fathers ; 
|... And that blindeal made him mad) againſt the 
2 - Chugch,Gl. x. 14. Þbil. 3.6. At. 26.11, What 
had they to obje& againſt Stephen for which he 
was toned ? Why, the principal article of his 
charge was this, that he had preached againſt their 

cuſtoms, AQ. 6-14. © © 

$. Thes dith mightily enhance and aggravate the 
fon ſs of a fin, .and tends toripen the (inners for 
deſtrultion, mben iniquity doth deſcend from one ge- 
neration t0 anather 5 aid perſons continge to walk in 
thoſe evil courſes wherein their fathers bave walked, 
For we ſhould take warning from them, not to 
commit the like abominations. Their” evil a&i- 
ns ſhould be our adwonitions, to keep free from 
the pollutions wherewith' they ere defiled. As 
hereditary diſeaſes which come in a bload, and by 
deſcent from parents to their children, are the 
molt dangere#s diſeaſes; lo hereditary fins and tranſ- 
oreſhions are the moſt deffruttirve. Mark how Nee 
bemiah pleads again{t Sabbath-breaking on this 
| account, Neh. 13. 17, 18. What evil thing ts this 
BY that ye dog and profanc the Sabbath day ? Did not your 
fathers thus, and did not our Gd bring all this evil 
| 0844, and upon this City> yet ye bring more nrath 
upon Iſrael, by profaning the Sabbath-day? God is 
wont to fpare a rebellious people, till the mea- 
ſure of their iniquities are filled up ; and then 
he ſweeps them away, with the beſom of deſtru- 
Ction, Gen; 15. 16. Bat you will ſay, when'is jn- 
1quity [ike to come to its full > #hy,* when one 
- generation goeth 0n afrer - another, to ſlight the 
Majeſty of the Lord, and to trample' upon e; 
Word. 
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word. . Tien God will 'yifit upon ſuch a people 
their own fins, and their fathers. alſvu. He. will 
vitit their iniquity to the third and fourth gene= 


ration, Mar. 23. 31, 32. Te are the children 'of 


them which killed the Prophets. Fill ye up then the 


: meaſure of your fathers, And Iſa. 65. 6,7. Bebold 


it w written before me, I will not keep (Hente'; But 
will recompenſe, even recumpenſe into their boſum, your 


_ Iniquities and-the iniquities 'of your fathers togetbar 
( ſaith the Lord) which have barnt incenſe upon the. 


mmunains, and blaſphemed me upon the hills + there- 

fore I will meaſare, their former work, into their boſom, 

So that I may fitly conclude this point with. the 

inſtruction of. the.P:opher Zechariah, Ghap.1.4- 

Be ye not as your fathers, unto whons the former Pro» 

phets have cryed, ſaying, Thwa ſaith the Lord of Hos, 

Turn ye now from your evil wayes, and from your, evil- 
doings : but they did not bear,. nor hearken unto me, 
ſaith the Lord, That's the firſt caſe whexein it con- 

cerns us to uſe abundant circamſpeRion. = 


—_— 
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2. In caſe of .great men, and mighty men, that 
are ſet ever us. Wnen Mag ſtrates and Rulers.turn 
aſade unto vanities, the people are ready to 
comply with them. And carnal reafon is at.hand.. 
to-prompt arg1men's for it; becauſe this is the. 
way to be countenanced and reſpe&ed. by Go- 
vernours :. Here lieth the plain road to prefer-. 


ment. And.herein finners think they have-ſome-., 


thing to ſay for themſelves to juſtific cheir come 


pliance, Muſt we not obey futhorir) 2 and ſhall We nat 


ſubmit eur ſelves ta them that are ſer.over us ? Have... 
not they ſquls to fave 
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ouls toſave as. well as we? and if. they. . 
da chus and . thus, why {hould wg be fo preciſe.to ; 
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-{puple it it ? So. that, | my Brathren, theye needs 
fpec 


ial caucion to keep our ſelves pure in this 


caſe, Prov. 29. 12, If a Ruler hearken unto lies, ' 


all his ſervants are wicked: i, e, They will be ſure 
to ſuit their carriage, ina comportment jyith his 
corrupt- humour : they will ſeek to ingratiate 
themſelves, by being like unto him. The mi- 
fakes and miſcarriages of private men are like 8 
pocker-natth that goeth falſe; that decerves but one: 
or two: But the tins of Princes and preat men are 
like the ill-going of a Town-clock, that deceives 
all the neighbourhood. Therefore jt is ſaid of 
Feroboars, that he did not only fin himſelf, bur he 
wad? Iſract to fin alſo, 1 King, 15. 34+ How did he 
make them to fin'> Well he might force them to 
ſar; but he'\could not compel them to fin ; ma- 
aaa not de made to {in by him, whoſe hearts 
were npright with Fehovah, but ra. her left their 
poſſeſſions -and all that they had--in Iſrael, The 
meanitig thenss thig 5 Feroboam, and his Princes,and 
Counfeftors, ted them che way,and the people were 
ſoon wronght upon to conform to their example, 
Hof. 5. 11. Ephraim is oppreſſed; and broken in 
Jadgment' : becauſe h: willing! y walked after the com- 
mandment ; is e. after the commandment of Je- 
roboars and his' Counſellors, whereby the wor- 
ſhip of Dan and Bethel was eſtabliſhed, and ſet 
up, See how the people. plead from the praQiſe: 


of their Princes, and their forefathers together, 
Tire44. 16, 15. As fir the word that rhou haſt ſpo- 


ken to #s in the name of the Lord;*ie will not hearken' 


wnto thee. * Bit we ill certtinty do whitſorver thing \ 
ge#Þ forth out of our opnwouth, to buth Trcenſe ants 
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puties, 4 


4s ne. have 04 wes 41d our F athrgy our 
Kings, and.our Princes, inthe Cities of Judah and 
inthe: ftireets of Jeruſalem ; qi d. What doth this 
man tell us {o much .of che word of the Lord? 
Have any of the Rulers cbſerved fuch precepts ?+ Tf 
they have worſhipped the queen of heaven, why 


may.not we do fo likewiſe ? Some Interpreters 


think the Tex: hath a ſpecial eye upon tbig, .Thay 
ſhalt not follow a multitude, CIA) magnates, the 
mighty, ſo they render itz And the word:may 
well cake in both interpretations. I 

To quicken you therefore to cawtios in this re- 
ſpect, conſider : 2 INN 

1. That Gid ts the cbief gavernour of the pbrId, 
who hath an abſolute dominion, and iy uri 
over all people, and nations ;. and the greateſt prinets, 


and men a higheſt places upon earth, are but hes de- 


ubſtitutes, and under Officers : they are 
but our fellty-ſervants in relation to the moſt-High. 
So that, in the firſt place, we muſt have regard to 
the voice of the Lord ; and reſpect the examples 
of great men, no further than they are corre- 


ſpondent to his good pleaſure and. will, Letme 
clear it up to-you by a'familiar. inſtance. If. 
King command me, upon a certain day, to ap- . 
pear.at ſuch a Town ; and 4 Fyftice of peace require - 
meat the ſame time to de. ac another e,| 
_ diſtant from it 5 whom wſt I herein obey > You © 
will all conchide, thar undoubtedly t muſt obey 
the Kinggbecaulſe he is the Sypreme, and the Faſtice 
is but his Sabfbitute;- and ſo'the commands of 'the 
King do ſuperſede - the '6rhers injunAions, ' Why 
Sirs, This 19 the\very caſe:;' God 45-4 great. Kings 
the King of Kings,' -and Lord iof .Logds 3:1and | 
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 Magiſtraterand Rulers have their authority by de- 


ration from him-: they are his de/egates, and act | 
under him. So'that firſt I muſt give obedience to 
the word of the Lord, who is the Sovereign. For 
the Kingdoms i the Lords, and he t the Grvernour 
{the ſupreme Governour, the alon2 abſolute, and 
unacrcountable Governour] | among the Nations, 
P/al.. 22. 28. All others are accountable for rh2 
exerciſe of- their-power unto God. Thus is a 
point {o-clear, chat the 4poſt/zs durſt appeal ca 
their very judges and adverſaries, concerning it, 
Alf, 4. 19. Whether it be right in the fght of God, 
zo hearhen unto you, me than unto God, judge ee 
. 8+ Though Rulers, and gyeat men, may give thee 
countenance and. preferment upon the earth, yet they 
cannot {ave thee from the wrath of an incenſed Gd, 
Sa that, do not. proyoke God to.anger, ta plea- | 
ſue-the mightieft man in the world ; for he can- | 
not uphold thee in the day.of the Lords indigna- 
tion. : Waen perſons would employ us in any. 
dangerous ſervice, we are wont to ſay, Will you 
bear me ont, and ftaud:by me, and ſee that 1 ſhall ſur 
ﬀ ais ny damage by it > Pray think of. it Sirs, To fn 
againſt the Lord is very dangerou ſervice : and 
when thou art yenturing upan it, to humour, 
andcomply with great men, conſider whether 
they are able to bear thee out in it, and can main- 
tain thy cauſe, when che Lord ariſeth-to execute 
vengeance z whether they can keep thee from 
being called unto an account at. the Judgment- 
feat of Chriſt, and ſave thee from everlaſting | 
butnings. Alas, they are nat able;po ſaye themy 
ſelvEs.: For be accepteth nqt the perfons. of princesy. 
- or.regardeth the rich more then che poar : for they ar 
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all the werk of bis hands, JÞ 
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of princes 5 hes terrible 10 the kings of the earth, Pf. 
76.12. $0 that will ſhut up this point, with that 


paſſage of.Solowon, Prov. 29. 26. Many ſtch the * |," 
Rulers favonr, but every mans judgment cometh from 


the Lord. Men may think it is a point of wiſdom 
and policy, to pleaſe Rulers, and ro: keep in with 


_ them, -thaugh to the defiling of conſcience, and 


rob9ing.the Lord of his glory: Bit in the end 
it will appear to be groſs folly and ſorriſhneſs : For 
it-i5 upon the Go of heaven ive have onr con- 


Rant dependance, bh for this life, and eterni- 


| ty: And if God adjudge thee to hell, for' thy 
finful compliance ; who canreverſe the ſentence, 
or can be able to deliver thee ont of his 
hands ? | | 
That is the fecend caſe wherein ſpecial caution 

15 requured, | 
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| 3s In caſe of neer relations, and kindred, and in- 
timate friends and acquaintance. Their praiſe hath 
a more than ordinary attrattive influence. This 
1s a ſnare of the devil, wherein many have been 
taken captive: an e2g5me. whereby. Satan hath 
drawn - abundance to: deftruttion.: Perſons are 
apt to plead for themſelves, that they muſt- car= 
ry it fairly and coyrteoufly towards their relations 


 andfriends g and hold a familiar correſponden- | 


cywith them : ſo that if their relations de. vain, 
themſelves muſt be ſo-too ; and. if. they be wick- 


ed, . how-ſhould: they help it,- but that they muſt 


ſomecimes partake with them in their wicked- 
$2 nels > 


P. 


nds, JB eto. "Hr Jhdl = 
break, in pieces. mighty men withaut number, anfl ſet 
ethertin their ftead, v. 24, He ſhall cat off the ſpirit 


neſs > Wh&tAyould your have tis todo, x#] they 
fag? Wonld you have ns caſt off our deareſt «friends, + 
and to ſeparate from our neareſt' zelations ?. This is 
oven asSthereafon of the withtinefs of Fehoramy 
His relations were finners, and he joyned with 
them : -He had contracted affinity with a wicked | 
family, and fo drank of the cup. of cheir abomt- 
nations, 2 Chron. 21.6. He | Jehoram | walked 
 fnthe way of the Kings of Iſrael, like 4s did the 
bonſe off Abad : for be had the danghter of Ahab: to 
wife : and he wrought that which was evil -in the eyes 
of the Lord. And this was one of the reafons 
why God did ſo frequently and ſeverely charge 
' his ancient pecple, that they ſhould nor make a 
league, nor joyn themſelves in affinity with /dc- 
laters : Becauſe he knew it would be a ſtrong ju+ 
centive, to carry them into the like courſes: 'and 
Foful experience proved it to be a truth, Dent. '7, 
2, 3>4. Thouſhalt make no covenant with them, nor 
ſhew mercy unto thy. Neither ſhalt thou make mar- 
riages with them ; thy daughter thou ſhalt not give 
wnto his ſon, nor his daughter ſhalt thou take unta thy 
ſon. For they will turn anay thy ſon from. folloning 
we that they may ſerve other gods : ſo will the anger 
Z the Lord be kindled againſt you,- and deſtroy thee 
uddenly, As godly relations and acquaintance;that 
follow afcet holineſs, may be a means. to. turn 
a man unto the Lord; or at leaſt a great re- 
_ Riraint to with-hold from open-profaneneſs, and 
profeſſed rebellion againft the Lord :. ſ@ 1t 1s up- 
on the other hand, When moſt of. a mans 7elati- 
ons, and kindred, and ACGuALntANCE are .evil, it 
proveth a ſtrong temptation to lead him-unto.e- 


vil with themy and to make him-ſuch as they are, 
| Sp Now 
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- 0: bw therefore to fortifie your ſpirits,” for the | 
3 vanquithing of this temptation, er cheſe following 
truths ſink deep into your hearts; EET bo 
. I1;T bar: the beft love you can manifeſt, and the 
moſt fional kingueſs you can ſhew, ts your dear friends 
and relations; us to endeavonr to turn them ſrom their 
| fas; and ſo to he a1 2.4005 of promoting their delive- 
4. rms from the infernal- pit of perdition, And if yol 
| will walk humbty.and'ferionſly as jn the fight of 
God and thereby. adornthe doctrine 'of the gof- 
pel, and put a luſtre upon' religion,” tothe praQti- 
cal condemnation-. of their evil deeds ; who 
knoweth what effe& it may have to their com- 
vidion, and conſequently to their conver/ion, and - 
the ſalvation of their ſouls? So that here is the 
x wap Doft thas love thy relations indxed > Haſt 
thou an afſeftionate deſire of the welfare of thy friends ? 
hy, bee is the way to do them the preateft 
{ oftce of love z by endeavouring to ingage them | 
{ inthe way that leadeth to eternal life, If thou - 
doſt comply with them 1n fin, that will but fur-- 
ther harden'thems and help them forward to hell: 
| whereas if thou art: perfect and upright with the 
7 - Lord: Peradventure- thy counſels and example — 
| may win them over tothe wayes of holineſs. AS 
the Apoſtte-ſpeaks'm the caſe of conjugal reli-! 
| tion, x Cor. 7. 15. What knoneft the, O wife, whi-" 
ther thou ſhalt ſave thine buihand Þ' Or how knoneſt 
thou, O man, whether thiu ſhalt ſave thy wife? The 
| like may I'preſs upon you as toafl kinds of rela- 
tions. :: How knoweſt thou; but. thou muayeſt be a means 
to convert. thy friends kid acquaintance * Or his canſt 
thoy tell but 2on mayeſt ſave che _ thy relations, 
at Voaſt. of ſome of them 7 As thy ſelf art _— 
Io - © 
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the ſame covenant with the Lord. {0+ 
2. [tt nopoint of ancivility. and diſcourteouſneſs - 


(however perſons may- call it )- for 4 wan to 
ſtop hes friends or acquaintance in a conrſe of wigedli- 
neſs, and togull rhens-a: firebrands ont of the burning.. 
This I adde, to obviate the : vain  objeftions, and 
to prevent the. carnal excuſes. that ſinners. com. 
monly:infiſt upon to: ſhift off cheir duty in this 
reſpet. Alas, will they ſay, would not you have 
us, to be courteama rowards: them, and to deal ci- 
vily, with them ? hy man, it:is the greateſt in- 
civility imaginable, fer thee to ſee thy friend, or 


thy brother, or ſome of thy neaz relations, to, 


be in danger eyery day of being everlaſtingly 
undone, and dropping down .into hell; and for 
thee to Took on and ler them periſh, without 
ſpeaking a word in order to the prevenrion ; and. 
not to makeuſe of any means for. their delive- 


Trance ; but rather to haſten their eternal ruine 


and deftruction. Pat: the caſe, that one of your 


deareſt friends.or neareſt relations were diſtratt- 


edand wad, and you. ſhould- ſee. him take up a 
ſword into his hand that he-might fall 'npon ity 
and deſtroy himſelf: Would you:let bins alone, and 
ſay; 1 amloath:to diſturb him He is my dear friend, 
and I would not deal wncivily with.him.? Or would 
not you rather:make haſt, ard.ſnatch the weapon. 
away, to prevent; his Killing ; This .1s paralel to: 
the caſe that we are upon. - For. Sirs,-all jimpe-' 
nuent finners aremd, and beſides themſelves, they 


The capes ons of men i fi all of-evilg and. made .| 
iz bears whilſt they tives And by,going... þ 
8 


neſs ts in t 


of God, ſo thou:mayeſt poſſibly bring them irito 
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on, and continuing) in' any'courſe'of Fngodlinets 
they do murder and'defiroy their own'ſouls. Hoſs 
13.'9. O Iſrazl thus bit deſtrazed thy ſelf, Ezeki, 
18. 31. Caſt anay from you all your tranſgreſſionss 
whereby ye have tranſgreſſed 5' and make you 4 new 
heart and a new ſpirit't fur why wili'yog' tie, O houſe 
of 1ſratl'? 'q. d. eHe you will periſh 'unavoidably, 


you will die eternally : there is no other way 


eo eſcape-the dainnation of hell, which is the ſe- 
cond: death. © And art nut tho x hard-hearted 
wretch, that canft ſtand by, and behold thy friend mare 
dering himſelf, and never ftepin for bu deliverance 
Art not thou a very'diflembler, a Fudas under 
the name of a friend,'that betrayeft him with s - 
kiſs : thar 45, that letteſt him*deRr&y his fonl m 
thy fight, and wilt ' not pit in thy hand'to' faye 
him, under the pretence of civility 2” It were'the 
part of a yr»e friend, tohelp him, What in"thi 

lieth, out of his miſerable* and wretehed eftats 
Pſal. 141. 5. Let the riphteorns [mite m2; it ſhall be 
2 kindneſs. : and let him reprove me; tt ſhall be* ant 
excet[ent ogle, which ſhall nor lreak thy head; Prov: 
27. 5, 6. Open rebnke 1s better thatfi ferret loves 


Faithful are the nounds of a friznd : Wt thi kiſſrof 


an enemy are deceitfil.” nd what, if they'do nor 
ſo account of 1t at-preſent, bat take a Mhthp' re- - 

proof, for an high affra-; ? Yet remenplery if the 
Lord ſhalt once 'bring/ them to a' rivht wiridert 
Kanding of their ſpiricual effate, they will acs 
knowledg your faithfulneſs, and love? you the 
better. For he that rebuketh a man, afttrwardsſhall 
find mire favenr, than he 'that flatter#th' with the 
tongue, Prov. 28,23. See the anſwer of the falſe 
prophets, when reclaimed from their errour 
| &ech, 


Zh. 13. 6. And one ſhall ſay. unzo bing what are 
theſe mounds inthine hands $ \ Then ſhall he anſner, 
thoſe with which 1 was mounded in the buxſe of m) 
friends, q: d;. O, they have dealt very friendly 
with me, I now acknowledge. it as an aft of emi- 
q nent kindneſs, 11 that they Ropt, me if my courſe, 
and did not ſuffer, to run. ONE Es, 
3+ Be very careful, and, pradent, and. exceeding 
wary, in the choice of relations, a1 and ac Jantance. 
Adake no friendſhip with evilyngn + do not put yaur 
ſelves by any. contra&t of marriage»-ox ſervices 
into a wicked family, wake; no affinity with,a 
wicked kindred. Indeed as to nataral relations, 
ai that of parents, or brethres, or fſter:y or the Jike, 
our whole work liech in a way of caution :. but as 
to relations «por choice, there.is a work to be done 
by way of prevention. And indeed Sirs, .it is a 
oint of extreme folly, for any perſon whatſoever 
'- that wouldfave.his ſoul, to joyn himſelf, by nay 
7 of choice unto wacked relations. Herein is a par- 
| ticular, wherein the rich in the world , have a 
great. advantage above others, . They, haye com- 
monly the choice of moſt of. an inferioar. rank 
{ andgonditjon, in poing of marriage.: and with a 
little morelthan ordinary coſt, they, may have the. 
choice of all in reſpe& of ſervants, and atrendents, 
Buc their. common negle&-in improving this ad+ 
(vantage, and. uſually preferring the traſh and 
dung of the earth, before holineſs and piety, in 
the choice of relations, is tome an. undeniable 
practical evidence, Hor much this world is F ought 
after more than the world to come. Take the reſolu- 
tion of David therefore as a copy ta PR 
Pal. 


£070 


Pſal. 'T 


rom wt 31 will not know aw icked perſon. Mine eyes 


ſhall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may 


OI. 435, 6. 4 froward heart ſhall depart 


dnell with me. And take the Teſt;monial of Abi- 
malech concerning David, as an incouragement 
hereunto, I Sam. 22, 14, Who t ſo faithful as Da- 
vid in all thine boaſe 2 Who will-be o faithful in 


their places and fill up their relations With the du- 


ties incident to them, ſo diligently, and conſcien« 
tiouſl yy. as they that are in covenant. with Gods 
and have their hearts faſhioned after his: heart? 
From yvhom can you exſpe& ſo much comfort-in 
this life, and ſo. much furtherance in ſeeking 
after eternal life, as from the godly, who dare 
not wrong you, leſt they ſhould fin, againſt the 


Lord? | 
. zoyn your ſelves. in affiuizy, or fawviliaricy wth 


And, os the.ether fide, if youdo willingly 


the wicked, juſtly may the Lord give you up to 
follow their wickedneſs. | For-you: can never coms> 


4+. S 


fertably expett, that Gad fhunld preſerve you from the 
Won of ſin, unleſs you ſhun%ngd avoid the qcoas 


eriouſly wing, the articles of the covenant. of 


Peace and reconciliation; whereupon. Chriſt doth eur: 
roll perſons amongſt. .the number of $45 diſciples, and 


darb und 


ertakgito condutt rhymuntothe, Father. Why), 


it is expreſlly upon this conditian, that they fol- 
low bim rather than their deereſt relations; and 
cleave unto higp, An alleſtates,\ though to the-ut- 
ter rejecting and caſting them off, Luke 1 4. 26. 
If any man come unto me, and hate not his father, and 


mother, 


and wifes. and children, and. brethren, and 


y ſiſters » Jea and. his. own lifs alſo, became be my diſs 


- 
» 


«tple. 


Not as we were porively to hate Gur re-. 
lations; 
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lations; for:the do@rine- of the 'oOſpel; is 2 


great promoter of love: Ir commands us a 
tove our very enemies, much more our inti- 
mate frinds and - acquaintance; But the meaning 
& thit, if be do not hate then, i; e. if he do not 
love them, in a lefler degree than he doth 
Chriſt, winch is comparatively a kind of hatred * 
If he be not ready t9 reje&t and caſt them off, as 
we do thac which we hate, rather than fin againſt 
the Lord, and reje& his word : If he do not 
ſop his ears againſt their ſollicitations unto fm, 


and ſtand falt againſt their erkicements : Ifhe | 
do nor- follow' Chriſts commaiid, 48d example, 
rather then heirs,when they come in a competi-' Þ* 


tion 3 he isburt an hypurrite, whatſoever profef- 
fon he maketh./ 'See that fri and fevere in- 
ganRtion, astothe'Sin'of idolatry, to the /ſrae= 
-titecof old, Dent. x3. 6, 8, 9. If thy brather, the 


) fon of thy miithery or thy ſon, or thy daughter, it the 


wife of thy* boſon, " of thy friend "which is as thintown 
foul, entice thee [iBerly ſaying, lets go and ſerve 
other gods, which thou haſt not known, thou, nor thy 
fathers's” Thou ſhalt not conſent unto hims nor hearken 
ante. him, neither ſhall thine eye pity him, neither ſhalt 


thou ſpare, neither ſhalt thou conceal him, But tho | 


ſhalt ſurely kill bing; thine hand Jhatt be firſt upon him 


» 


toput him 50 death, and afterwards the hand- of all | 


the people. oo | 0 JO! 
- That 'is the third: caſe, that requires more than 
ordinary caution, 165 BA £10727 2 
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4». The fourth is #n caſe of profeſſonrs of religion, 
and ſuch as mike wſhew of pydlineſs, and have, or ſeem 
to bave good acquaintance with the Almighty. Peopte 
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 fraidy be yewery, deſalite, faith the Lord. - For my © 
people have \ covimitted: two evils 4. they bave-forſaken 
me the fountain of living waters, and betfed them ons 
ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can bold no water , ay ; 
'Ii they had- exchanged me for ſomething of ky 
worth and value, the' contempt had-not . been: {6 4 
great : but they,;caſt me-off, far that which is af 

; No worth. The weaver and. the [Fighter ts the objeth, 

wherewith. you cloſe in contradittion unto Gods, qre- 

cepts, the, greater-:1s your contempt of.. ts ajcſt y,and 

the lighter eſt cems you have. of his laving-kjndneſs... $0 

much for the ſecynd- influence, which the praiſe | 

Fo -the multitude hath to draw perfons.to:fin, viz. 'M 

- Þ By contridating to the extennation ,: and leſſening 
the evil of fin; + 6 -/ Bj He IH J 

Py TT nent . cow c__—_ 

- | -1-.3- By the-praGtiſe .of the multitude men ape 

- | wually drawvn-\irito, fin, By being from thence- en+ 

js | conraged, toexpebt impunity in their fiks 5 and ta-be_ 

"0 free, from the Judgments: that are deſetved. thirebys 

+ | Surely, tZjinkthey, the Lord will:fpare us, for we 

4 | 4x62 great numberghe will nat execiite his weath 

z | upon ſo many.:"Take it rh, Sirs';. That: paſſion 

4; | Which God.dothimake eſpecial. uſe. of; :as 3-pre- 

3s | fErvative again(tfin,: it is the paſſion; of fear, andgg._. 

+ || 4reid of bis judgments 5 and tharboth as 'to' the | 

11 || rightcora and the micked, the juſt and enjaſt; Ws Jul] - 

. | made Laban the Tdolater, that he cutſtnarmed+ 

1 | ale with Facob, nor ſpeak a word tohis hore, -bes 

cauſe the dread of. the wrath of God: 1yas 'upon, ' 

—» | trims Gen, 31. 24, 29. And..this reflrained! the —- 

w, | Heathen, that they duſt not diftucd Feboſhophar / 

-»: || it his reformationg The fear. of; Gd ps mon all ge” ©. |_| 

Kingdunys. of:thoſs —_— when they bud _ = 
Ks ety tat 
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2 Chron,20,29:- And what made-Fob:ſo tri and 
preciſe in his carriage, that he'made a Covenant 
with his eyes, that he might not ſo much: as think 
upon a maid ? that he did not deſpiſe the cauſe of 
-hs:man-ſervant 'or his maid-ſervant when-they 
icontended with:him? See what account he:giveth 
7 it, himſelf, Fob 31. 15 2, 3. 15-10 -deſtruftion 
tothe wicked, rand a ſtrange puniſhment to. the workers 
of iniquity F And again v. 23. For deſtruttion from 
God was a terrour to me, and by reaſon of bis highneſs 
T. conld not endure. Ss that, when finners have got- 
ten burſome competent meaſure of 'preſumptu- 
Dus hopes, that they ſhall be free from divine 
vengeance, notwithſtanding their tranſgreflions z 
this will let loofe the rems of -reftramt, and 

enthe current to all profaneſsand licenti@uſ- 
neſs, Pſal. 103 13. Wherefore: doth: the wicked con- 


temn God? \Hehath ſaid inhjs brart, Thos wilt not | 
require it, And:ſomuch i51plainiy:intimated, 4n | 


the Apoſtles.qudſion tothe mpenitent, Rom. 2.3. 
and: thinkeſt thou this, O many that 'judgeſs them 
which-do::futh rhings, and doeit the. ſame, that thou 
Halt eſcape the Judgment of God? g. d. Certainly 


theſe are thy: vain imaginations, and the ſecret | 
workingsof: thy:ſpirit. For did the ungodly be- þ 
ltieve and conſider, that they ſhall 'be everlaſting» | 
ly damned for fin, It would cauſe their hearts: to | 
tremble, in the very apprenenſions of lying un- | 


der the:guilt of it, If they were in expeCtation 
of: the judgments of God, as the certan conſe» 
quent of their: impieties, they would haſten to 
make their:peace with him. and nothing ſhould 
inder them i from returning to/him: by repens 


'that the Lord fought againſt the entmies of tſrach, 


£et 


Ia: 
CS 4 | tance. | 
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WEE AE | 
| tance. But, the t#uth is, they hope to eſcape, and 
to have peace, though they walk in the imaginadiong 
of their evil heares, Now, the example of a wulti= 
tude doth confirm theſe hopes, - and ftrengthen 
them mightily 1n ſuch expeQations. For = 
are apt to conceive, that however the Lord may 
proceed an feyerity againſt ſome particular per- 
ſons, yet he will not dettroy a maleitude when they 
are joyned together. . See. how finners argue 
themſelves into a Fools-confidence from this very 
conſideration, Ezek; 33- 24. Son of man, they 
that inhabit thoſe waſts of the land of Tirael ſpeaks 
ſaying, Abraham was one, and be inherited the land * 
Bat we are many, the land s given ws for an inheri= 
tance, Mark it, They make no queſtion, but 
God would deal favourably with them, becauſe 
| they were many. The Lord had threatened them 
| -by his Prophets, with utter deſolation andruine, 
| becauſe of their. abominatzons ; and that the land 
wherein they dwelt ſhould ſpne them out. Yea, 
but, ſay they, we cannot believe it ; God gave this 
| Zand to Abraham, who was bat one,” and behold we 
are. many; and therefore undoubtedly he mii. have 
mercy upon #5, Sire tr a 
| To diſcover alittle the weakneſs and folly of 
! this argumentation, let me beſeech you to giye 


- | heedful attendance to theſe three particulars. 


|. .I., Although the conſideration of a multitude may 
earry ſome ſtroke with mzen, as to the mitigating, or 
with-bolding the-paniſhment deſerved : yet it 1s of no 
Lwalidity nharſotver, to ſtave off the execution of the 
vengeance of God, or to abate the ſeventy of his pro» 
ceedings. For he is of infinite power, andever- 
laſtingly bleſſed in the enjayment , of himſelf. 
| | D 3  Fadeed, 
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Indeed; men "are ivort- tofforbear the 'exectiting 
the rigour of the Law, when a multitude offend 
together z or at moſt they puniſh bat ſome, for 
an example and terrour to the reſt; And what is 
the reaſon of it * Why,” poſſibly it may be dange- 
rous to provoke many thouſands, by the rigour 
of the law; and may force them-to run -upon 
deſperate conrſes : Perhaps, they to whom. the 4ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice' 18 committed ,- have not 
poxer to bring under the whole hodyof a rebelli- 
on, without uſing lenitives, and mildneſs towards 
ſome. ; and ingaging for their ſecariry and in- 
demnity, Or in ſome caſes, the common-wealth 
would be impaired,,and a Nation or Kingdom 
diſperpled, if all thathave their hand an a rebellion 
ſhould be cut off together. "But alas, what are 
theſe things in reference to' the God ofheavyen > 
1; there any thing too hard for the Lord > Is it not as 
eafie for him, to cut off many as few > Doth he ſtand 
in need of your ſervice, that he ſhould ſpare you, out 
of reſpett ro his own advantage ? Why man, All thy 
ſeryice and* homage doth 'not extend unto -.the 
Lord: He hath thoxſand thouſands miniſtring unte 
him, __ thouſand times ten thouſand attending 
upon him. He can bring glory to himſelf in thine 


ucter extwpation-anddeſtruction.' And ſee what 
he bath ſaid, Pſal.9.17.The wicked ſhall be turned into 


hell, and all the nations that forget God. So that, if 
a whole Kingdom or Countrey ;' »4y, if many 
people and Countreys conſpire 'rogether in fin, 
the Lord will net ſpare them z but will binc 
them in bundles together, and caſt them into the 
furzace of fire. 'So in that dreadful parable of the 
boiling pot, Ezek. 24.6. Wo to the bludy City, 2 
RES | the 
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the pot whoſe ſcuns is thertin, and whoſe ſcum is #02 


2208 gone ont of it ; bring it out piece by piece, let no'lot 
fall upon its It 18 as Much a5 if God had faid, They 
are univerſally corrupted, and T will deſtroy them 
all, I wil, not haye compatſtion on: any (one of 
them. Tt 1s ſpoken: in a//2/jjon to the praftiſe of 


Commanders in nar 3 when Souldiers mutinyzthey 


do not wont to cut off a whole legien, or regi- 
ment;; but only ſome are made exemplary, and to 
that end they uſed 70 ct lots, who ſhould die, and 
which of them ihould be ſpared : and the like 
lottery was uſed, when eaptives were taken, for 
the lavinggof ſome, and puttmg others to- the 


ſword. 'Well, but, ſaich th Lord of Hyts,'T 


will deal with: theſe rebels after another 'rate 3'T 
will ncterly conſume them without exemprion of 
any : There ſhall no lot fall upow them. Anditudy 
well har Scripture which is peculiarly deſigned tg 
overthrow this ground of preſumption,” Prov: 
Ii. 3I. Though hand joyn in hand, the wicked ſhall 
not be anpanifhed ; i. e. Though finners ſtrengthen 
themſelves by mutual counſels and combinations 3 
and joyn rovether in parties;'for the doing of e= 
yil, yet it {hill not Rand them in Read : The God 
of heaven will break in upon them, in his fury) 
and ſweep them away with the beſom of deftra- 
&ion : He will pull them”o'1t piece-meal ;5 one. 


| after anther 5 and there ſhall none of them 


eſcape. And if you do not ſee this alyiyes ex- 
ecured 7iþbly,''in fignal cutward judgments; ye 

you -muft remember-there; are ſpiricarl plagues 
poured o'1t upon the wicked here, which are the 
foreſt of judgements; and rhat the wicked are re- 


ferved unto the day of deftrutjon, and ſhall be brought 


forth t0 the day of mraths. D 3 Fay - he 


be Y 


4S- The examples of the. judgments of Ged , that 


are wpon record in the word, may abundantly ſuffice to 
ſhew the wanity of this kind of reaſoning, When 


the greateſt numbers have conſpired, to reje& _ 
his word, and td trample upon lis glory, what \ 


bath been the manner of his dealing with them > Why, 
He hath come down in the heighth of . indignati- 
on, againſt them, and ſet them'forch as Para- 
deigmes, or publike examples of his juſtice ; thac 
others might be induced to take warning. Look 


Fee the wilderneſs, when the people did joyn them- - 


elves toBaal Peor, and did eat the ſacrifices of the 
dead, Plal. 106. 28. i. e. when they did partake 
of the worſhip that was tendered'to Jgols, which 
2re blit dead Gods, wich never had any reality of 
being, and forſook Jehovah who is the living and 
true God : when they were ſharers. with Idola- 
rers in their offerings ; or by the ſacrifices of the 
dead, you may undefftand, the funeral banquets 
which amongſt Jdolatrous Nations were uſed b 

way of ſolemn parentation to the degd. You will 
find that this idolatry was 4 ſpreading. corrupti- 


on, multitudes were deftled with it :' And zere they, 


delivered, becauſe of their multitude ? Why, conſulc 
the Hiſtory, um, 25. The plague brake in amongſt 
them, and there dyed.in one day ; ca and tyenty thou 
ſand; and afterwards a thouſand more. And thi 
Inſtance of ſeverity, is recorded for our admonitiong 
pon whom the ends il the world are come, 1 Cor. 10. 
8, 11. Letus look a ljttle higher into the caſe of 
Sodom and Gomorrha, Admah, and Zeboins, the in- 
habztants of which Cities were a great companys 
and they were in confederacy fogether in fin, 
both old and Joung, all-the people from every quarter F 
ta 


\ 
® 


ws 


And were they ſpared be 


cauſe they were, many? 
See Gen» 19. 24, 25. Then the Lerd rajned wpon 
Sodom and Gomorrha- brimſtone and fire from -the 
Lord, out of heaven. And he overthrew thoſe Cities, 
and'all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the Ci- 
ties, and that which grew apox the ground. In the 
old world there was a numergus multitude, and 
all fleſh had corrupted their way, and filled the earth 
with violence, And were they exempted from pul- 
niſhment upon the account of their numbers? In- 
deed the Lord ſpared them for a time, and his 
long-ſuffering waited expeQting their repen- 
tance ; but at length he brought the flood upon the 
world of the ungodly. The fallen angels were 2 
very comprehenſive dody, of glorious creatures, 
and yet when they kept not their firſt eſtate, but left 
their own habitationp God hath reſerved them in ever- 
laſting chains under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
great day. Bat, you wall ſay,what are theſe exam- - 
ples unto ns?We hope thzLord yyill not be ſo ſe- 
vere now inthe days of the Goſpel. Mark there- 
fore how the Apoſtle Peter doth argue from this 
Topick, 2 Pet.2.4,5,6,9.1f God ſpared nat the angels 
that finned,but caſt them down into hell, &C.and ſpared 
net the old world, &c.and turning the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrha into aſhes, condemned them with an 
overthrow, making them an enſample to thoſe that after 


4 _ ſhould live ungdly : The Ford knowerh how to deliver 


4 
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the godly aut of temptations, and to reſerve rhe unjuſt 
1 the day of judgment to be puniſhed * q. d. He is the 


) fame God, as holy andjsft as ever, and hateth ini- 


uity with as perfeR an hatred, and will repay 


1 


chem that hate him to their face, 
| 3» The conjunttion of many together, in any evil 
D 4 ” 


way, # ſo far from procuring freedom, from puniſh- 
mens, that is a ſhread argument of unavoidable wrath 
and deſiruttion, hanging over the heads of ſuch per- 
ſons, This very thing will accelerate and haften 
the ruine and deſolation ; and cauſe it to come 
with the greater ſpeed, undoabtedneſs and ſeverity, 
when fin begins to grow ripe,” by ſpreading-ir 
ſelf amongſt a multitade. So that it iSa groſs and 
palpable deluſion, to imagine, that God will 
forbear to punifh, becanſe'a multicude fin ;, for 
however he may deal with ſingle perſons, yet he 
will never ſtiffer an #njred company ro eſcape, Jer. 
8. 10,12. Therefcre will I give their wives to others, 
and their fields to them that ſhall inherit them, for 
every one, from the leaft even to the greateſt ,is given to 
covetouſneſs + from the Prophet, even unto the Prieſt, 
every one dealeth falſely, Ta. 2. 8, 9. Their land 
alſois full of idols, they worſhip the work of their own 


hands, that which their own fingers have made: And 
the mean man boweth down, and the gygat man ham- 
bleth himſelf, therefore forgive them no That is the . 
third way; how the praftiſe of a maltirnde doth in- 
courage men to fin, by caufing them to hope for 
ner a mErnns 77 oo 
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4- Sinners are jnduced -to follow the exam- 

- ple of a multitude in the commithon of evil, 
Becauſe that is a ready fence againſt the ſhame, that 
would otherwiſe ariſe from the evil committed. Peo- 
ple think ito ſhare, to do what is commonly 
done, though it'be never ſo vile :' They never 
bluſh'to walk in a finful courſe, wherein they 
have tne generality to lead them' the way. -Let me 
open it zh unto you, my brethren. NR | 


. "34 
"* 


why many abſtain from the actual perpetration of ' 
ſome wickedneſſes, to which they are much 1n- 
clined, it 1s not for conſcience towards God, or out 
of any reſpe& they have to his commandments ; 
Bat ſhame of the werld doth reſtrain them, and keep 
them within compaſs. The world wovld cry out 
of them, it they did ſuch an evil : it would tend 
to their reproach, and diſgrace, and ignominy, in 
the face of all that dwell round about them 2 


they (ſhould not be able to look their neighboars 


in the face. And therefore it 15, that 2» ſecret 
they can take liberry to give thoſe corruptions 


vent, which are kept under, and ſmothered in 


open view;They will not ſtick to do thoſe things in 
the cloſet,and in the private chambers,which they are 
very loath ſhould come upan the publique tage of 
the norld. You read of ſuch perſons, who in the 
eyes of men carried matters. ſmooth and fair, and 
poſſibly with a ſeeming auſterity and gravity z 
when it was a ſham: to ſpeak of thoſe things, which 
were done of them in ſecret, Eph. 5. x2. So that if 


- the ſhame of the' world were removed, if that 


obſtacle \vere but taken out of the way, then they 
could run on freely to all exceſs of riot : and 
make no. benes in ſwallowing ſuch impieties as 
now they dogele at. "We find it of the men of 
Laiſh, that they dwelt careleſs and ſecure, fir 
there was no Magiſtrate to put them. to ſhame 'in any 
thing, Fudg. 18.7. Now the communneſs of a fin 
doth uſually take from the ſhamefulneſs of its Tri- 
deed it is alivayes a ſhameful thing in itſelf ;.bur 


(_ the ſeeing of multitudes commit it, doth notably 
help to harden mens faces, and to ſteel their fore= 


heads, that they are not ſenſible of it. Men are 
OR aſhamed 
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afhammed to go on ingly, and perſonally, in any 
way of ungodlineſs z when they are go whit a- 


ſhamed to be led by the company of others, and 


to do as the reſt of their ſociety doth. You read 


* In Jer. 6.13- of a general delnge of corruption 


and naughtineſs that hzd overflowed the whole 
land : and mark what followeth, v, 15. #ere they: 
aſhamed mhen they had committed abomination? nay, 


they nere not at all aſhamed, neither could they Lluſh. 


To enervate theftrength of this fourth influence 
it hath, let us often reſolve jn our moſt ſerious 
and deliberate contemplacions theſe three follow- 
ing truths. | | 

I. That jt i a ſure token of abundant, deſperate 
atheiſm, lodging in the heart, and that mightily pre- 
waileth over the heart, when a ſinner & kept from pol - 
lutions, meerly from the ſhame of the murld, and us 
not afraid of them in the preſence of God. Why 
2an, doſt thou believe that there is a God in 
heaven, that beholdeth all the dwellers upon 
Earth? whoſe eyes are upon all the wayes of 
man, and who pondereth all his goings? And 
art thon not aſhamed to commit abominations 
m1 his ſight > Should not the regard of the moſt 
high have a greater efficacy upan thy ſpirit, to 
keep thee from fin, than' all the. cryes of the 
children of men ? The truth of it.is, thou art ag 
atheiſt, and doſt not believe there is a God, or 
elſe thon caſteſt the thoughts of him behind thy 
back, Pſal. 16. ve 4,5- * And if thou forgetceſt 
the Lord, or denyeſt his being y never ex-. 
pe& that God ſhould in mercy be mindful of 
thee : Well mayelt thou fear left he ſhould 
come upon thee in ſome. dreadful and terrible 

ſp judgments, 
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judgments, in order to the ” confuration of thy 
beifical heart, Pſal. 5©. 22, Confider this ye that 
forger God, left 1 tear you in pieces, and there. be none 
ro —_ . E008 j - 

2+ Although an impenitent ſinner may eſcape the 
ſhame of the” werld here, yet he ſhall not be able to 


ſoap everlaſting ſhame and contempt hereafter, when 


e ts brought before the tribunal ſeat of our Lord Feſms 
Chriff, How will he then be afhamed of his foe 
liſhneſs, and madneſs, in regarding the cries of 
men, more than the word of God How will 
he be then filled with confuſion, to bethink him- 
ſelf, thathe was ſo ſottiſh and vile as to ſerve 
the devil, the Prince of darkneſs, rather than to 


| © be obedient to the voice of the Lord of glory? 
With what vexation and torment wall it then fill 


2 mans ſpirit, to remember, that he was offered 
ſalvation amongſt che lictle lo& of Jeſus Chriſt, 
but he choſe rather to go to hell wich the maulti- 
tude? Areflexion upon this will cover the fin- 
ners face with blackneſs, and make him ready 
co tear out his very bowels with indignation. O, 
will be think, what phrenſy did poſſeſs me, that I 
ſhould a& after this manner? What a wretch 
was I, thus to negleCft. my ſoul > What a blind 
3onorapt unadviſed courſe did I take, to g0 with 
the u'titade in the broad way of deſtruſtion? 
Then ſhall the wicked. be covered with ſhame, and 
their everlaſting confuſion ſhall never be forgotten, 


as the expreſſion 1s Jer. 20. 11. When the Saints 


of God ſhall lifr up their heads with boldneſs 
and confidence, then ſhall all the ungodly hang 
down their heads as a bulraſh, and be aſhamed to 
look Jeſus Chriſt jn the. face, whoſe laws they 
0 She deſpiſed, 
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deſpiſed, and preferred the pleaſing and regard- 
ing the multitude before thim. For you know 
that is one of the differences which God ' will pur 
between his own ſervants, and evil doers' here- 
afcer, Dan. 12. 2. And many of them that ſleep in 
the duſt of the earth ſhall awakg, ſome to everloſting 
life, and ſome to ſhame and everlaſting contempt. ' 
3. All fin nhatſoever is ſhameful inits own nature 
and tendency, as conſidered init ſelf, and however it 
3 committed ; though noeye of the world take cogni- 
zance of it, Is it not a' ſhameful thing for a ra- 
tional creature to be inſubjeRion to baſe and ſen» 
ſual laſts and pleaſures > For a man to degene- 
rate into a condition viler than the beaſts that 
eriſh ? For a perſon to be ſo beſotted, as to 
ſell his foul for a trifle ? Is it not a ſhameful rhing 
for a knowing crgature to rebel againſt his crea- 
tour, upon whom he hath his conſtant depen- 


dance, and by whom he wholly ſub6Rt > Why 


| Sirs, 1f ever God intend you mercy, he wall 


cauſe you to bear your ſhame, and to loath your 
ſelves upon the account of your inzquties : He 
will open your eyes and cauſe vou to ſee chac 
the ſhamefulneſs of fin doth not only lye in the 
Opinions of men, but in its own nature and ten- 


dency, Ezch, 20. 43+ And there you ſhall renems- 


ber your wayes, and all your doings wherein ye have 
been defiled, and ye ſhall Ioath your ſelves in your own 
feht, for all the evils that ye have committed. ' And 
ſee the language of true'cehverts, Fer. 3. 25+ Pe 
lie down in our ſhame and ' our confuſon. covereth 
9” 3 for we have ſinned againſt the Lord our God we 
and our fathers from our youth even unto this day, and 


have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God. This 
ao | 


> 


1 have diſpatched the foarth' incouragement_ to fin 
taken from the practiſe of the multitude. 


'5. Perſons areeafily prevailed with, to fol- 
low a multitude in their fins; Ztf# they ſhoald be 
reproached and reviled, for diſſenting from them * leſs 
they ſhould Leſpatter them, and 6aſt dirt upon them, if 
they withdraw from their fellowſhip, My brethren, 
if a man will not joyn with the multitude 4» rhe 
work of their hands, he ſhall be ſure to ſuffer under 
the Laſh of their tongue...- If he witl not do evil with 
them3they will be.ſure to ſpeak evil of him... They 
will brand him for a fadtiows, rroubleſomy and ſedi- 
tio perſon's. one that. is over much, wedded-to 
his own way ; and proud, and high conceited of 
himſelf:”- They will be apt-to mark him asthe 
troubler of Iſrael, ana the peſt and plague of the 
land wherein he dwelleth, 1 Pet. 4. 4. herein 
they think:itf ranges that you run not with thems"to the 
ſame extefs of riot ? ſpeaking evil of you. Mand it, 
if you ſeparate from them in your converſations 
they wittdo.what. in taem lyeth, to blaſt your 
repatation; And. to avoid this reproach, people 
are Eaſily perſwaded to cloſe with them. For it 
14 an hard thing to ſuffer taunts, - and; revilings, 
for the ſake of Chriſt ; becauſe) of that , mon- 
ftrous-pride tliat:as: in mens hearts. - They have 
high thoughts of themſelves, and'therefore: can+ 
not endure that.others ' ſhould vilifie. and debaſe 
them. - There :are., many. who can rather ſuffer 
loſs in their ef ates, and | {ome pains to.,be "fitted 
on their bodies, than. repmoach ſhould be: caſt upon 
their.names.:  Hence:they are called eruel mocks 
ings:; becauſe they pierce deep into the ſaul, and 
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ſye heavy upon the ſpirit, Heb. 11. 36, © And the 
heart of David was even broken with them, 
Pſal.'6g. 20. Reproarh hath broken my heart, and 1 
an full of heavineſs. This had' almoſt turned afide 
the Prophet Feremie . from the courſe of obedi- 


' ence, had he "not been kept by an almighty 


power, and followed: witiythe: effeEtual opera- 


tion cf the ſpirit of God, Fer.20. 7, 8,9, 10. . 


1 am in derifion daily, every one mocketh me. For 
fince I ſpake, I cryed violence and ſpoil, becauſe the 
word of the Lord was made a. reproach unto me, aud a 
derifion daily. Then ſaid I nill not make mention 
of him, nor ſpeak anymore in his name, But bis word 


was 41 mine heart as a burning fire ſhut up in:wy bones, = 
and I nas weary with forbearting, and I cauld not ftay. 


To fence you againſt the. prevalency of this 


powerful temptation, there are five thrngs.wor- 
thy to be ferioully weighed, - 


I. Are you wy tobe :reproached for. the 
fake of Chrift, and becauſe you will not ſay, 4 
eonfederacy withithe multitude. in fin > Why, thee 
z none other than he hath panticalarly warned you of, 
that you ſhould \expett, and look for, if you' will be 
faithful unto him, and ftedfaft in his covenant This 
15'0ne of the termes and articles, upon which fal- 
vation by Chriſtis propotndedand offered unto 


 finners, that youtbe- willing to be-made.a reproach for 


bes ſake, and r0'bÞ accounted as the ſcum of | the world, 
and the iff1conreny- of all things If you are Iſraelites 
Indeed, diſciples of Chriſt -in-reality, this will 


undoubtedly -come upon-you': You will oy - F 
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reckoned as the workt and-'vileſt of .menz eſpe-} 
cially at ſome ſeaſons, when religion is diſcoun- 


tenanced,'So'taat this is-part of the coſt you muſt 


reckoty 


p 
3 
: 

»d 

» 


reckon to be at, if a be wiſe buldersin 

the matters of eternity. This is one of the in- 
cumbrances that is entayled upon godlineſs, and 
the fayonr of the moſt High : and if you will en- 
Joy his favour, you muſt have it with all the-jn- 
_cumbrances that attend it, at. Io. 21. Yon ſhall 
be bated of all men for my names ſake, Andv. 25. #Ff 
they have called the maſter of the houſe Beelzebnb, 
how much more ſhall they call them of hes hoaſhald d 
9.4. You muſt expect to be accounted, as very 
monſters of men, nay as very devils, if you. will be 
upright with the Lord. So that you have no 
cauſe to complain of religion, or the wayes of 
holineſs, when you find your ſelves repreached 
for them : becaiiſe it is no more than you were 
told of, before you entred into that'eſftate. As 
when we ſell a. commodity in the marker, that 
hath ſome defeR and imperfe&tion, and we deal 
-openly and plainly with the buyer, giving him 
information of it ;and yet he will have 1t; If after- 
wards he ome and.complain of it,we are:ready 
to:ſay,Did wot 1 tell you what it was 2: Havel done you 
any 3rong? Were net you acquainted with it before hand? 
So,may the Lard-fay unto ſuch as profeſs his.name 
for a while, ant] at {ength bogele at his precepts, 
when they find «hemſelves repraached : Friends, 
I have done you no wrong. Did nit I warn you 'of it 
befort hand, that it would ſurely come thus to paſs 2 
Tt. you were not reſolyed co go. through good re- 
port and evil report z 'why did you lift your felves 
| amongſt the number of my followers, when as 
” I ook you into-my-ſervice upon no other terms 
 efidicovenants ?- And pray mark; it Sirs,) Chrift 
 hataforwarned us of reproachesattendant upon 
| | eedlineſs, 
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»odlineſs, to this- very. purpoſez: chat wheirwe 

> -happen to meetwith them we might not be of 
fended with him,-or his'wayes;: on that account, 
Joh. 16. I, 25 3» 4+ Theſe things bave 1 ſpokento 
Jou; that ye ſhould not br offended. They ſhall pat you 

E out of rhe Synagogues : yea the time cometh that who- 
| foever killeth youg,will think that he doth God ſervice. 
eAnd theſe dbings they will do-unto you, becauſe they 
'have not baonn the Father nor me, But ling 
: have I told you, that when the time ſhall come;" ye 'may 
remember that 1 told you of them, 
2. Art thou reproached.' for following the 

* Lord Jeſus: Chriſt, and keeping icloſe to him, 
when the generality of people depart from him? 
Why remember how he was reproached for thy ſake; "if 
thou belongeſt-wnto him ; and what revilings he-endu- 
ed for the ſalvation of thy foul, He-was ſtigma» 
tized for a plurrow, and a winebibber, and one that 
'incouraged profane fmnners m their profanefs: 

| - He was accounted-a Witch and a Conjurery,as one 
: thatheld coniederacy with Beelzebab the prince || | 
of the devils':" He was reckoned for 2.rebel and 
- <raytor, an. enemy to" Cefar 5 and i -ſedicion 
'\ wwrderer was preterred before him. He:'wis 
_ buffered and ſpit! upon; and reviſed upon. every 
hand :* The Soaldiers. reviled' him; ifayings,: Pro- 
phefie who ſwore thee, ' The people reviled him, If 
thou be.the Son of God, come down from the Crofs and 
4 ill believe. One of them- that- ſuffered with 
him reviled him. Andhe was put-to an 1pnomie 
ior, and reproachful death. © Was: he wilhng'to 
ſuffer this reproach and: difgrace; for our ſpiri- 
:tral/and everlaſting- advantage,” and ſhall'we 
flinch back fromctizm, for fear of ſome ſciffs and 
vii rribes reprocches 
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are apt to think, that they are bound to'confores 
to their pattern, and to ſwallow down whatſo- 
ever they embrace; though it be corrupt and lia- 
ble to juſtexceptioh ; eſpecially if they are per= 
ſons of any note and eminency in Religion. how 
may we imitates if not thoſe that belong to the Lord 
and call themſelves hu ſervants ? Here is much dan 
ger of being defiled, wherein we ſee ſach as are 
accounted eminent profeſſors to defile themſelves. 
My brethren, as a godly man may fall foully into 
heinous tranſereſhons, ſo 4 company of profeſſours 
of godlineſs may joyn together in fo doing 2 (And 
in ſuch a cafe 1t 1s an eafie thing for a man or 
woman to flip i»ſenfibly into the ſame ercour, and . 
to be intangled with them in the ſame pollution. 
For this you have a notadle inſtance in the per- 
fon of. Barnabas, touching the feligious abſer- 
vance of the ceremonial aw. When the be- 
lieving Jews came from Fames to Antioch, they 
would nct eat with the Gentiles, as putting an 
holineſs in abſtinence from thoſe things wherein' 
Chriſt had purchaſed liberty - And the Apoſtle 
Peter and other Fews of Antioth, diflembled in 
the matter and joyned with them in their fepa- 
ration. And when Barnabas ſaw fuch an'emi- 
nent man as Peter and fo many godly perſons 
rake that courſe, he' was quickly led mto the 
ſame errour with them. And had not S. Pax 
withſtood them boldly, and rebnked Petey tothe 
face, and ftood up in the vindication of Chriſtian 
liberty, whokmows how far the Gangrene might 


. have ſpread > Se the biftory of it at larg, Gal. 2+ 


II, 12,13, 14. They were men of repute for 
oodlinefs, and believed in J-ſus Chriſt 5 and 
© | this 
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this mightily prevailed upon Barnabas and car- 
ried him away. And upon this account it is that 
tte devil ats moſt pawerfully, and doth greateſt, 
miſchief, by transforming bimſelf into an Angel of 
light, and when hu miniſters transform themſelves 
into the miniſters of righteouſneſs. For he knows, 
that under a ſhew of Religion, and in compliance 
with them that are highly eſteemed for godlineſs, 
many will be wrought upon to fuch things as 
gtherwiſe they would abhor, 2 Cor. 11. 13» 
I 43 IJ, | 

To give you ſome preſervatives againſt infeRi- 
on on this account, let me take the liberty to 
ſet before you theſe three Scripture truths. 

> T. That the examples of the very beſt, aud choicoſt 
of the ſervants of Go4 upon earth, are not abſolute 
and unqueſtionable rules for the guidance of our pra= 
Ftiſe : but they muſt be reduced unto the great exam- 
ple, even that of our Lord Feſns Chriſt 5 and no fur- 
ther owned, than they are conformable and conſenta= 
ne1% thereunto, He did no fin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth : He fulfilled all righteouſ- 
neſs without defe&t, or imperfe&tion : He was 
a Lamb without ſpot, or blemiſh : and therefore 
we may be concluded by his pattern. But the 
moſt eminent Saints have their ſpots and ble- 
miſhes. Godly men and wemen do not alwayes att 
their-godlineſs, but ſometimes vent their corruptions 
4s well as others. The principle of grace Sirs doth 
alwayes a& like it ſelf, but a gracious man doth 
not alwayes a& like himſelf, Jam. 3. 2. For in 
many things we offend all. Eccl. 7. 20. There # nat 
a juſt man _uponearth, that doth peed, and finntth nat. 
So that their examples mult be tried by rhe Lows 
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ndrbe jig they muſte exitined 88 e6 
their anſwerableneſs to the great example.Indeed, 


- in many caſes, the praGtiſe of the Saints is a goed 


Expoſitor of the rule, and ought to be improved 
as an argument to quicken 4 to live up to the rule. 
of the word of God : but it is not ſufficient of 
it ſelf to conſt itate 4 rue, nor to if any ation 
that is condemned thereby. And therefore , as 
we are. commanded in oneplace to be followers 
.of the Saints ; ſo you have it reſtrained iz another 
Place with, this limitation, 45 far 45 they are fol- 


lowers of Feſm Chriſt. Compare Heb. 6.1%. wijh - 


t Cora 11. 1, If a man were tyed up in every 
thing to follow the example of the godly, he 
might at ſome times a& like the devil, and do 
that which tends ro promote. his intereſt,. Hat. 
IG. 23. Heturned and ſaid unto Peter, Get thee 
behind me Satan, thou art an fence unto me: for 
thou ſavonreſt not the things that be of Ged, but thoſe 
that be of men. OE 
. te The wery uſe that we ſhauld make of the fails 
ings and miſcarriages of the godly, us not to inconrage 
ws 10 imitation, bat to quicken # to the wor Hera 
ol a s that we may nt fail into their ſins. 
ould we reaſon with our fpirits, If /ech 
or ſuch eminent Chriſtians have warped in this 
point, or the other 5 what need have we to watch! 
.and pray, leſt we (ſhould enter into temptation? 


"Lit bimt that thinketh he ſtandeth, take bred leaſt he 


fall; See .the pleading of Nehemiah from this 
Topith, Neh. 13.25, 26. Ye ſball not give your 
dazghiers unto their ſons, nor take their danghters4n- 


| t0 your ſony of for your ſelves. Did not Soloman 


King of Urael f;o by theſe things? yer among way 
| Re: (fe 


3 


N ations was there no King like bim, who was bi on 
' of bis God, and God made bini King over all Tſrael ; 
nevertheleſs, even bim did ntl andiſh wozgen Canſe to 
17s ; 
q 3- As 2 preventive againſt falling by this kind 
of ſedution, be very cautions, that you do not di- 
vide afnnder into ſetis, and parties, inthe buſine[s of 
Religion. For their this temptation is apt to work 
more powerfully and prevalently, when we are 
of 2 party, and che evil is practiſed by men of 
the * ſame confederacy 'and perſaraſion, with ug. 
When one Chriſtian is for Paxl, and another of 
eApollos, and a third of Cephas : when believers 
are crumbled into divifions, and take upon them 
names of diftinftiqn and feparation one from ano- 
ther :-In ſuch a cafe) *it is eake to be miſled and 
corrupted. Peopſe are apt to ſwallow down the 
- tenents of that party t9 which they are 'Joyned, 
withone weighing them in the ballance of the 
ny | ſanQuary ; and .to write 
* Pix dici poet ants "after * their copy, with- 
- libentins WMitemur, gitie - SPTISEISCS SENT 
bus favemus. Fab, ,"" , - Out queſtioning the war- 
O24... Ja. -pattabienefpof it. Andiray 
Sirs, there is utterly a fault.amongft us at this 
day, concerning this matter. T am perſwaded, 
there are many, who wonld ſeem'to be ſome- | 
thing for gadlineſs, 'can give you little or no | 
grounds from the 'Scripture, for divers things 
' which they maintain and praGtiſe ; only they 4, | 
'3t upon truſt from the men of their way and perſwaſion. | 
And'therefore my counſel is that of our Saviour, | 
Hat. 23.8, 9, 10, Call no man father upon the i 
' earth, for one ts your father which” # in  weey x 
Neither be ye called maſters: for one z7 your maſter, | 
—__ > even 


even-Chriſt,1- e. Do nor buzld your faith, upon 
any mans jadgment or opinian, but ſearch the - 
- Scriptures tha you may know what is the mind 
of God :. Donot make parties in Religion,-nor 
impoſe-upan' mens faith, but teach them thoſe 
things, wich Lhave commanded yo1. Ir ſeems 
to be ſpoken4n, oppoſition .to the corrupt uſage 
amonsglt the Fews, who were miferably.reng into 
Sets, and,were ready to follow, fome.the didtates 
of one Rabbi, and ſome of another, who were the 
fathers or King-leaders of their S:8, Bat Sirs, all 
fincere Carittians are of one ſociety, and have 
but one maſter even Chrift. His ſheep bear bis voice, 
and follow him, for they know his vojzce. Bat 4 ftran- 
ger they witl net follow, but will flee from bim = for. 
they know not tha voice of ſtrangers, Joh. 10. 435+ 
So munch forthe fourth caſe that requireth fnch 
abundant carcumſpection, that we be not infnared 
by the example of the maltitude. yy 


ms. | 


| 


5. The fiſth1s, [ caſe of men of excellent parts, 
and learning, and knoyledge, above others. When 
many.of that rank, ſuch as are accounted xiſe,n- 
derſtanding, judicions perſons, hall act fanfully, and 
turn alide into crooked wayes ; th2n tne commn. 
ſort of, people think they may warrantadly tread in 


E the ſame path,, when they haye men of renown. 


for knowledge,. to go before then. Surely, ill. 
they argue, If there were any hurt in ſich things, 
ſo many 'learned Doftors would not. approve of 
tnem,; Shall we;be ſo highly.conceued gf -oap- 
ſelves, as to think we are wiler.than ſuch great: 
Scholars,and Teachers of the word of God FHere»" 
in. ſeemeth tq lie the.force:of the argamenr* that” 
-. wy was 


get» 
bl 
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wes brought againſt the officers, who durſt not lay 
hands upon Chriſt, becauſe-they took him far a 
Prophet, for that never man,ſpake' Ike him, 
Fo. 7. 47> 48,49, Then anſwered them the Phari« 
cet, are yt alſo deceived > Have any of the Rulers, or 

of the Phaviſees believed on him ? But this people that 
knoweth not the law afe.curſed. As if they had ſaid, 
do but obſerve Chriſts followers, and you ſhall 
find that generally they are but a company of 
poor, ignorant, and illiterate people you have hardly 
.one learned man amongſt them that-owneth him. 

Do you think that if he were indeed the Mefiah, 

the Phariſees would oppoſe him, who aremen | 
well skilled in the Law 2 Would not the Rulers 
cloſe with him ? will you be ſo proud and arro- 

gant as to prefer your judgmeat before theirs ? 
; Toquicken you a little tg be caxtion in this - 
yeſpe&, there are for things worthy tobe confſi- 
dered in this behalf. * | 
Y. That the promiſes fur diſcovering the will ani 
wind of the Lord, in reference to matters of everlaſt- | 
. Ing concernment, are not made to men of great parts 
and learning 5 but to ſuch as ſerve the Lird in fime 
plicity, and integrity of heart. When a perſon is 
Truly defirous to fear the name of God,and mak- 
.. Eth it his ſtudy and principal defign to com- 
mend his conſcience in his fight-'5-ſach a ones 
though he be but of meaner parts and accom- 
pliſhments, is in a greater likeljhood to be clears 
rn ly inſtructed in the things 
*.N3þ fidelium operons concerning the king- 
uſus Preceſſerir 6-7 dom of heaven, * then the 
OED * greateſt ſcholays-, that are 
27 1-2 - ſtrangers co the ſanQify- 
wt Ng 


| Expreſs in this point,that moſt wiſe men after the 


| tion) Bit there are not many of this ſort, namely, 


| revealed them anto babes. 


ing grace of the ſpirit, Pſal. 25, 12. Phat mans . © 
be that feareth the Lord ? Him he will teach in the 
way that he ſhall chuſe. And v. 14. Theſecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear him, and he will jhew 
them his covenant. Mark it Sirs, it is not much 
learning in the head, but godly fincerity and the 
fear of the Lord in the heart, that doth entitle us 
to theſe promiſes of divine teaching. So that 
rhis ia poor argument of the goodneſs, or juſtif- 
ableneſs of any way, becauſe many great ſcholars 
and wiſe men walk in it. Befdes,the Holy Ghoſt is 


fleth are ſtrangers unto the power of godlineſs, 
and enemies to the way of ſalvation, I Cor.1.26z | 
27. Fir you ſee your calling, brethren, bom that not , 
many wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not 
many noble are called. Bnt God hath choſen the fooliſh 
things of the world, to confound the wiſe : and Gd hath 
choſen the weak things of the world, to confound the 
things that are mighty. Some there are of all ſorts 
thac are gathered into the kingdom of Chriſfi(for it 

z not the condition or ſtate of lifey but the conſtitution or 
frame of the heart, which is the hindrance unto ſalus= 


of them that are learned and wiſe after the fleſh : 
The greateſt number of ſuch are uſnally adverſa- 
ries to the truth. © See the wofds of our Saviour 
in his thankſgiving unto Gods. Mat. 11.25. At 
that time Feſw anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lerd of heaven and earth, becauſe thou 
hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and haſt | 


2. Are they men of niſdom and underſtanding, 
mhoſe examples are pleaded, in oppoſition'to the com- 
| G 4 mands 
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? But how ſhall it be known, || 
whuther chey are wiſe indeed ? All is not gold, we 
ſay, that makes a glittering ſhew : ſo, -All is 
not true wiſdom that carrieth the -face of it, and 
hach that name and title given to it. They alone 
are truly wiſe who keep exatily cloſe to the word of God, 
and that dare not ventare to do what us diſpleaſing in 
bu fight. Whatſoever hath a tendency to carry 
-2 man in oppoſition to the word, or to cauſe 
him to reject the law of the Lord of hoſts; is but 
the appearance, and ſhew of wiſdom ; 1t 1s indeed 
the greateſt madne(s and folly. There are two pla- 
ces of divine writ for the confirmation of this 
point, worthy to be wrote on the tables of 
mens hearts as in letters of Gold, and as with the 
pen of a Diamond, that they may never be obli- 
cerated. The firſt is that, Deat. 4. 5,6- Behold 
I have taught you ſtatutes and judgments, even as the 
Lord my God commanded me, that ye ſhoald da ſo, in 
the Land whither ye go to pufſeſſe it. Keep theres - 
fore and dothemy for this # your wiſdom, and your 
underftanding in the ſight of the nations, which ſhall 
hear ail theſe ftatmtes, and ſay, Surely this oreat na- 
tion is a wiſe and underſtanding people. By contempt 
of the word of Chriſt we provoke to indignation 
the God of infinite power, againſt whom never 
man hardened himſelf and proſpered. And #s it 
net perfett madneſs to ingage him tole onr adverſary? 
It 15a point of the higheſt wiſdom to keep in with 
the moſt high, and io get an intereſt in kis fa- 
your > Obedience to the ſtatutes of God hath the 
promile of a blefling annexed to it z and the con- 
crary is attended with a curſe, that-will ſecretly 
zafinuate it ſelf into all a mans enjoyMents; and 
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wiſdom, not to deſpiſe the word, nor to {et up 


II+ 35. 4nd ſome of them of underſtanding ſhall fall, 
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of Chriſt you muſt be. judged hereafter, and'ſen=.' .* * 
renced to receive your everlaſting portion 3 An& +} 
therefore it muſt needs be an ac} of the higheſt wo 


the dictates of men above the word. . The other 
r-xt you have Fer. 8. 9. The miſe men are aſhamed, 
they are diſmayed and taken. Lo, they have rejebted 
the word of the Lord, and what wiſdom & in them? 

3. God doth many times leave many learned, and 
wiſe men, unto: themſelves, ro fall: into errours and © 
corltruptions, 10 this very purpoſe, that-others may le 
tried by them, whether they will follow their opinion 
and judgment, or ſtick faſt to. Gods teſtimonies, Dane 


to iry by them. We read it, to trie them : But the 
wordsare EDN INE? ad probandum per illos, 
toprove others by their example ; They ſhall. there- 
fore bEAuffered to fall into many fins and cor-. 
ruptzos, (for'of that fort of falling it may well 
be underſtood) that it- may be- ſeen, who will 
cleave unto the word of God, rather than to the | 
opinians of learnedimen» - 3 4 
| 4+ Whereas they were wont to be charged as 
rrond, arrogant, and ſelf-conceited perſons, that will 
not in all things, ſubſcribe to the, judgments of 
learned men; bur ſeruple ſuch things-as- many 
underſtanding judicicts perſons make no bones of : 
You mnſt remember as td this, that it t5 rather :an att 
of the greateſt pride and arrogancy in the'maſt learned 
men, t0 ſet up their diflates in oppoſition 'ro -the com- 
mand: if Teſws Chriſt. . All that, are -rraly bumble 
will ſtoop to his precepts,' and: ſubject them- 
ſelyes to his guidance and goyernance, I Tim-6e | 
= = | 33 $o 
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wholſoms words , ten the words of our Lord Feſs 
Chriſt, and ro the dofirine which & according to yod- 
lineſs : He # prondy knoning nothing, Neh. 9. 29, 


| Thou teſtifedſt againſt them, that thos mighte ft bring 


them again unto thy law : yet they dealt proudly, an 

hearkned not unto thy commandments Mark it, here 
are the groud and arrogant perſons, that think 
therxfElyes wiſer than God, and will not ſubmit 


' to his inftruRions and counſels. This is pride 


indeed, and monſtroms ſelf-conceitedneſs. And 
therefore let me cloſe this head with the ad- 
vice of Solomon, Prov. 3.5, 6. Traft inthe Lord 
nth all thine heart,and lean not to thine own under- 
ſtanding. In all thy wayes acknonledg him, and he 
ſhall direft thy paths. 


— m _— 
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6. The laſt caſe I ſhall mention, wherein &ſpe- 
cial care is to be taken, leſt we be inſnared by 
the example of the mulcitude, # in caſe of the 1n- 
babitants of the places where we live, and amongſt 
whom we dwell : and __ I may comprize them 
together) in caſe of the perſons with whom owed: 
onr buſineſs licth in matters of. the world, and wit 
whom we often converſe in our ſecalar negotiations and 
affairs. I joyn them together, becauſe there is 
2 neer copnation and ſimilitude betwixt them, and 
the temptation works in both, upon the ſame 
ground and motive. People are willing to doe, 
4 their neighboars dv: and to take the ſame courſe, 
as their ordinary companions take, and men'of the 
ſame rank and ontward condition with them. 
Will the tradeſman be apt to plead, other men of 
my profeſſion cotnmonly fit aid tipple at the 
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$, 4+ If any mah trach otherwiſe, and conſent not to 
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#lebouſe, and! tavern, and they ſay, they cannot 


make a good bargain/ without itz or they ſhould 
loſe their cuſtom, excepr they himour their 
cnftomers in their luſts z And why may nat 1 (do 
the ſame > Others ſay, they cannot liye. if they 


ſhould ſpeak the truth in their markers, "and nay 


take the liberty to diflemble or lye as to the 
price of their commodities; and »hy ſhould I be 
wore ſtrift than they? Will the gentleman argue, 


other men of my rank and eſtate ſpend their -* 


time in haxking, and hunting, and carding, and 
gaming, and revelling ; they never think of a cal= 
ling, or how to be ſerviceable to God in their 
generations; and #hy may. not 1 take the ſame li- 
berty ? Moſt in the town and pariſh negle&@ ſtu- 
dying the word,and never pray in their families, 


nor inftru& their children, and ſervants ; and. 


what reaſon ts there that we ſhould be more preciſe than 
all the neighbourhood beſides? As perſons love to 
be in the common faſhion, as to their garb and 
habit 3 So jn reſpe& of their moral atjons and 
behaviour : So much is clearly implyed in. the 
words of Foſþ4a, cap. 24+ 15. If 3t ſeems evil to you 
to ſerve the Lord ;,{ chuſe you this day whom you will 
ſerve, either the gods which your fathers a that 


were 08 the orhar fide of the floud, or the gods of the 


Amorites in whoſe land ye dwell. He knew, that 
met are inclined to be of theſame religion wich 
the pesple of the place where they dwell, and to 
canform to the inhabitants of the neighbotir< 
hood; that are round about them. And therefore 
the Lord doth warn his people to take heed of 


.the ſins of the Canzanites when they ſhould come 


to dwelt in the land of Canaan, Dent. 6+ 10, 115 


4. 


14» Andiitſhall be when the dihagh 
brought thee. into the land, whichhe ſware upto thyfa- 
thers,G&c.Then beware left thou forget the Lhrd; which 
brought thee forth ont of the Ignd of Egypt 3from the 
houſe of bondage. And v.14. Ye ſhall not go after other 
gods of rhe gods of the people which'are round about youy 
4. d. You have heard already of their adomina+ 
tions, and -perhaps: think you abhor chem z but 
the danger -will be when you come -int9 their 
land , and-to haye your havitations amongſt 
them : then you will be apt to do after their cuſtomes, 
Now to fence you againſt the prevalence .of this 
temptation, let me beſeech :you to lay to heart 
$ one particular. That by caſting our lot amongf# 
_Ztbgirighbours, and in ti# midſt of a micked peoples 
God doth trie 4 whether our hearts are ſound in bes 
ſtatutes, or not. and whether we will deal faithfully, 
or falſly, in his covenant, And will not you be 
carefu] to be found upright, #hen you are.apon the 
trial} Tfa maſter ſhould leave a ſum of money, 
ſcattered up and down in a room), as if it were 
neglected ; and the ſervant knoweth that It 1s 
but purpoſely to rrie hrs honeſty 5 and that his 
maſter hath told it exatly, and knoweth if any 
be miſſing ; only he taketh this way to tri? his 
truth, and fidelity : Would ny the ſervant be very 
careful and wary in ſuch a-caſe,' when be knoweth he 
ftands upon his trial > Why man, thus it is in this 
matter, Is thine habitation fixed amongſt works 
ers of iniquity > Doth much of thy buſineſs.lye 
_ with thoſe that are profane and; ungodly-2-Why, 

0» thou ſtandeſt upon thy trial, and God doth order 
it to be ſo, to;this very end,..that he may trie: thy 
zrarh and idelityy and the honeſty of chy heart, "e 
4 | ner 
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le, 2 
ther thou wilt follow his word, or their exams 
ples. That's a notable text to this purpoſe, 
Tadg.'3- I, 4. Now theſt are the Nations, which tht 
Lord left toprove Tlrael by them, And v. 4. And 
they were ts prove Iſrael by them, to know -whither 
they would hearken to the commandments of the Litd;, 
which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Ao= 
ſes. God could have drove out all the idolatrous 
Nations together, and: haye utterly rooted them 
up at firſt before the face of his people : But he 
left fome to be diſperſed amongſt them... To'whax. 
end were they left ? Why to this very end,* that hb 
might thy his people, whether they wod' cleave 
Unto him, with full purpoſe of heart, ornot; ' So 
'God could gather his Saints togetherzanddefiroy 
the' wicked from amoneſt \them : . But he [eaves 
them ſcattered up and down in the* midſt of: the 
un2odly; arid ſurrounded with them *on' every 
fide, to this very purpoſe, That he may try them, 
mhetÞer they will-fear-and ſerve him; &r be conformed 


firlt' 33ched amongft whom they duill. 

-7iAratherefore it-is worth your 'obſerving by 
the 9455 That there-are three ſorts of providtntial 
diſpenfations; whereby God doth eſpecially fer 


his pe5pte:tpon'thE#rial. © | 
"i. By petmitting e#rors, and heyeſies to be vented 
amonglt\thim'; By luffering men to venc'their own 
corapt notions, 1nftead of divine traths 3 and to- 
ſet -up their own ſaperſtitions inventions.,- 4n "the 
place-of Chriſts Ordinances, Theſe are a great 
trouble and perplexity upon-rhe ſparits ot (the 
oodly ; and perhaps ſometimes they are apt to 
wonder, that the Lord doth not take more care 
of his own worſhip and inſtitutions, 'but ſoffer- 

| eth 


fixing their habitation: in the midſt of ſinners, Ty 
| 30 


truth, and worſhip ; but he ſuffers. theſe errors, 


and corruptions -for 4 time, that Profeſſors may be - 
tried, concerning the ſoundneſs of their profeſ- | 


fion : whether they will be blown aſide by every 
wind of doctrine, and be carried by every ſpe- 
cious pretence, to follow the fancies of men ; 
or will hold faſt the truth and ſimplicity of the 
 Goſpel,.1 Cor. 11.19. For there muſt be alſo bere- 
firs among you, that they which are approved, may be 
wade manifeſt among you. 4 Iu 
2. God doth put his people upon the trial, by 
letting forth the rage of unreaſonable men againſt 
them;: and by exerciſung they nuder hardſhips and 
difficulties » upon the ſcore of Religion. For times 
of ſuffering for righceouſnels ſake, are diſcrimi- 
nating ſeaſons; The boyRroug wind of pexſecuri- 
on will drive away the c#ff., and the wheat only 
will abide... And therefore. ſuch diſpenſations 
are called trials, becanſe. Gods end therein is, 


eththem to be defiled with humane devices,and- [| 
ſinful mixtares. by Sirs,"God is jealous of his 


F YT % mY CU OTE 


that his trople may be proved. He doth not give | 


them into the hands of his adverſaries, a8 if he 
did not regard their welfare, or ſought their ruin, 
or.delighted in their afflictions and ſorraw. g put 
his intent is #0 try them, x1 Pege go $25 Belgved, 


think it uot ſerange concerning the fitry trials, hich 


3s t0 try y0u346 if ſome ſtrange thing happened unto 300 
Jam. 2. 2,3. fy brethren, count it all joy when 
fall into divers temptations : knowing thus that. the 
trying of your faith worketh -patience. 

3- The Lord doth pur his ſervants npon the 
trial, by diſperſing them amongſt the ungudly, and 
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. | tered themup and down, h:7e a perſon, and there « © + 
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ointed before, the bounds of meng 
eres as well as their eternal condition 
hereafter, AR. 17.26. And he could gather hig 
people into a body together : But he hath ſcat- 


family, and the wicked are on every fide : and 
it is done to this end, that they” may be proved, 
whether they will go down the ſtream with-the 
multitude, or walk in the narrow way of holi- 
neſs, andthe fear of God. And would not you be 
found faithful upon trial > Take the reſglution of 
David as a pattern, Pfal. 17. 3,4. Thog haſt 
proved wine beart, then baſt viſited mein the night, 
thou haſt tryed me, and ſhalt find nothing : 1 ans pur= 
poſed that my month ſhall not _—_— ( oncerning 
the works of men, by the word of thy lips, I have” 
kept me from the paths of the deſtroger- 

Thos 1s all that I ſhall ſpeak under the ebjrd ge- 
neral Head, Touching the ſpeqial caſes that require 
moſt diligent circumſpeR1on, leſt we be drawn 
aſide intofin by following the multitude. 
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SECT. V. 


He next Point to be handled is, the demons 
' & {ration or proof of the DofFrine, The que- 
ion 1s __ . i os, 
neſt. 4. What reaſons m uced,apai 
c Ayn wth the multitude = Page" - may 
_ upon our hearts, in order to abate the edge of thas 
ipclination that & apt to be within wy to follow their 


example ? 
| Aa 
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/ Anſ. T ſhall reduce all 
in anſner to this Oxeſtion, unto four Heads. The 
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areuments may be drawn from four Topicks. 
- C1. {he ſpiritual effate, wherein the multi- 
| tude are. 
| 2. The concernnent that licth apin us; t9 
I prove our own ſpititaal eftage, and con- 
TT *-dition. GS | 
-- Fromy 3, The ditizs that art incumbent on #5, in 
relation to the multitude, which are al- 
together inconſiſtent with our compli- 
*Þ} : ance with them. 2 
© | 4. The danger that will ariſe by following 
7 5 ON.” © pts ES: © 
' x. Thefirſt Argument 1s taken, from the ſpi- 


" Fitual * eſt ate whtrein miſt perſons are, and the way 


wherein they travel, or the ' place whither they are go- 
inp. Why Sirs , the greateft number of peo- 
ple-are the children of the devil, and lye inthe 
call of bitterneſs, and 1n the bond of miquity * 
they go in-the- broad way that leads to hell and 


deftru&tion. So that, if you will follow their ex- * 


ample;-it-muſt 'of neceffity end ir the ruine of 
your precious, and immortal fouls. If you will 
travel towards heaven, you muſt expett but few to bear 


Yor company, and to be of your ſociety, and jellonſtip. 
palti we heir 


The maltitade 'take* another courſe, and: r 

journeyifhg'tehds to another place, even to the 
chambers of eternal death, 1 Foh. 5 .19.' And we 
know that we #re.of God, and the whole world lieth in 
wickedneſs. Fhe whole world] thats, the greateſt 
part of the *woftld, the generality of people * 
the-denomination is given to the major part. And 
will you follow them that lye in m_—_ 7 
ep OY \ - that 


ha _ 


that (hall be delivered 
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thatare wholly drencht in. ſenſuality and ungads = -/ 

| lineſs ? Is'their--carriage a good pattern for ymi= > | 

eation, that are: altogether dead jan 4in,and'eyen \, £ 
buried 1n..it?. that: lye in fin as in adead ſleep,  \ 

and are under the power and command of. the 
prince of darkneſs? This is the reaſon which oug 

Sviour preſleth, Mat. 7. I3, 14+ Enter ye.'in £2 
at the ftrait g-te 5 for wide ts the gate, and broad # the 
wa): that leadeth ta deftruftion, and many; there le 
which go 1# thereat ; Becauſeftrait ts the pate, and 
narrow # the may which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it. Te amounts: to thus much, 4s 
if Chriſt had ſ-14, The whole world 1s divided 
5 | 3nto two companies, or ſecieties, and they take 
. differenc courſes z ſome are travelling towards 
heaven, but; alas, they are but an handfulzin cam- 
, pariſon of the multitudes that flock rogether in 
the way to hell and damnatian :. Do not-you 
therefore conſort with-them, but- aſſociate your 
felves with tne /ittle flock, ro whom the Fathez 
hath deſigned to give the Kingdom. Ii your 
hearts hanker after conſociation, and fellowfhip 
c | with the multitizde,you will be ſure to find them 
1 the way to*ternal perdirion. HINTS 

© 2: Theretore. you thoald take heed that you 


r ; : 
| | be not led by the multicude, char you. may tvi- 
- | dence your ſelves to be the peculiar people of God, ſuch 
- | 44 are taken into the bond of the Covenant of reconci- 
- || liation with himy and that ſhall everlaſtingly dyell is 


his preſence. ' Which you cannot do if you follow 
the mulcutade :.for che children of God are a 
felefted company, ici as are' calted' and picke our 
from. the 2u{titude, that they .may drive on other 
deſigns, and take a way by themſelyes.. Although 

| H bes 


ſelves tobe the Lords, but alſo to 


world, Foh. 17. 16. They are not of the world, even 
as 1 ars mot of the world. Plal. 14-3. Know that the 
Lord hath ſet apart him that ts godly for himſelf. How 
are ſuch -ſetapart for the enjoyment of. God ? 


 #hy, as in the deſignation and fore-appointment 


of the Father before time, ſo he doth ſerthem apart 
in time, by the grace of converſion, whereby they 


ate {titl ſuffered to walk in their own wayes. This 
3s an argument of great ſtrength and efficacy, if 


rightly managed and improved: And cherefore 
pive me leaye to open it more diſtintly in three | 
Concluſions, | | 


' Te It concerns us, 4s we tender our own ſpiritual 
comfort and welfare, not only to refign and give up our 

_ it manifeſt, and 
evident that we are the Lords : not only to become un- 
feignedly the ſervants of God, but to clear it wp ro our 
bearts, that we are indeed his ſervants, and that he 
bath mad: with us an everlaſting Covenant. For 


- herein lies the ſweetneſs of Religion, and that 


which will put life, and comfort, into every con- 
dition and providence ;z when we can aſſure our 
hearts, that through grace we are beloved of the 
Lord. Then a perſon way ear bus bread with joy, 
and drink bi wine with a merry heart, he may par- 
take of all his enjoyments with delight, and 
paſs through every eftate without any perplexity 
or trouble, when he knoweth, that God hath accept - 
<d hims, Eccl. 9.7: And moreover, the joy ari- 


_-fing from this knowledge will wonderfally en- 


large the heart, and minifter ftrength to the ſpirit 
. | in 


believers are in the world, yetthey are not of the 
world ; but a ſpiritual body gathered ont -of the | 


are p—_—_ out from amoneft thegenerality,who. 
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In running. the fteps of Gads commandments. 
'The love of God whea it -is thus ſhed dhroad in- 
ro our fouls, will conſtrain vs to fove him again, 
and to put forth. our utmoſt vigour and might in 
keeping his ſtafutes. And therefore we are fo 
earneſtly called upon, To make our calling and ele- 
Etion ſure, 2 Pet. 1.10. And to examine our ſelves 
whether we are in the faith? 2 Cor. 13.5, 
© % The ſure nay to maky it evident, without danger 
bf. being deceived, that we are tht Lords, and that he 
#5 our father, #s by a ſerious roftefling pon Our Carrie 
age towards him, and diligently obſerving the tenour 
k; our converſation before him. If you would prove 
that there 1s aprinciple of grace 1n your hearts, it 
mult.be by the exereiſe of grace, im bringing fort 
fruits of holineſs in your lives. *Tis by our con- 
verſations Chriſt will judge us hereafter ; and 
therefore 4ccording, to the tenour thereof we 
muft paſs ſentence upon our ſelves here, That is 
the way to prevent ſelf-deception, and to put it 
out of queſtion, that the root of the matter is1n 
B38; Gal, 6.4. Ly everyman reve oe own workgand + 
then he ſhall have rejoycing in bimſelf alone, and nos 
in another. And v.79, Be not deceived, God is not 
mocked * for whatſoguer a man ſoweth, that ſhall he al- 
prop. A LES 
. To bring the matter home to our purpoſe, 
901 muſt obſerve, That if your converſation be monlded 
atcording to the example- of the multitude, and if 70: 
walk no otherwiſe than the generality. walks it wilt 
never conduce $0 this end : nor be effeEtuial to'evi- 
dence that you. are of the numberof Gods IX 
dren. Common prattiſes will not be toidential of ſye-" 
cial grate, It Js a fpgularly righteous and hoty 
_— 7. >= 
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conver[ation that muſt prove you. to. be partakers 
f a ſaving converuon, Tf you will make it appear 
that you are choſen oxt of the world you mult not - 
\ be conformed wnto the world. For the children 
of Go1 are a choſen. generation, 4 royal. prieſthood, an 
holy narim, .and a peculiar people, 1 Pet. 2.9. 
"And therefore take notice by the way, that 
ſuch a converſation, as is evidential of ſaying 
erace in the heaxt, and conſequencally of the 
perſons being tranſlated into the Rate of grace, 
' muſt have theſe three poperties. 
= hb» A ſpiritual. 
It /muſt be <2. 4n uniform. 
EI 3. A fngular. Y | 

T. I: mift be a ſpiritual converſation, or obedience. 
When a man doth the commandments of God 
from the heart, andwith the ſoul and ſpirit ; out 
of an awf1l regard, that. 1s within him, to the 
majefty of God; and a conſcientious reſpect 
unto the law of the Lord, External duties may be 
performed by an bypocrite; and* are no certain 
cara&ers of a ſan&tified heart : But they are born 
of God, who do ingage their very ſpirits to ap- 
proach unto him. When a'\perſon doth ſerve 
the Lord becauſe he loveth him; and doth obey his 
voice becauſe he delighteth init : when he doth a& 
righteouſly in his life, and bes heart goeth along 
with him in his aftions: Hers 1s the*note of an 
Wexwii indeed. Tt was this comforted Hezekiah, 
[2..38. 3-  Kemzember now, O Lord, I beſeechthee, 
how 1 have walked before thee in'truth,” and with. a 
pſt hefts and have done that whith 'is good in thy 
ie as, 7 ; aſt be A ſetled ; and ni Pars gar: ; 
n W:IEN 


Converſation. 


when bolineſs.isa dew.of cbread, that, runs throigh . 
| the whole of a mans.courſe,, and doth intereftit _ 


ſelf.in his conſtant and continued practiſe... -It is-. 
not a fit of efion, or .ſome obedience tendered . 
upon occaſion, when;the ſinner 18. in 4 grad cd, - 
that will prove. him to be a regenerate perſon : 
But when he doth wholly dedicate himſelf, and 
his times. unto the ſeryice of God ; and bringe h 
all other affairs and. concernments: into a ſubor- 
dination theretnto, As 1t 1s not every particy*- 
lay att of pn, .thatwill denominate.the party-of- 
fending to be an impenitenr'\/inner-z except he 
make jt his way, and courſe wherein he wratkach : 
So it is. not every particular. aft of righternſneſs, 
that will ;bzſpeak the perſon. ,performing 1t 4 
righteous perſon. ;, except holineſs he the hjgh may 
wherein he, walketh, and he take: it alopg with. 
him info all. conditions, and-companies, into all 
bis concernments Ind undertakings, P/at. 106. 
3» .Blefſed are they that keep judgment, and he that 
doth righteouſneſs, at all -times.'. And Envch had 
this teſtimqny, hat he pleaſed God : For: he walked 
with God, three. baundred years, i;.c. He was in the 
fear ofthe, Lord all. his life time, Heb. 11. 5- 
Gen. 5-23, | \.ot 
| 3. It muſt be a ſpecial, or ſingular converſations: 
ſuch as ts differenced from that of the generality of. 
people. If you walk 45 they do, .you wall prove, 
Your ſelves to be ſach 45 they are... i Haw ſhall-it 
appear that you are a prewiar_ people, unleſs your 
demeanour be anſwerable, i.s, 2.p:culiar demeant- 
x7? It is upon this condition, that God doth 
accept'of yau. as his, and maketh over himſelf 
unto you, That you do nit nalk 44 others malks 

| H 3 2 Cor. 
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danghters, ſaith the Loyd Almighty. © _ 
 Thatis the ſecond argyment, for demonſtration 
of the doctrine. Eo 
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following a multitude in evil, is taken, from the 


duties that are incumbent on 4 in relation unto them, 


when they ſin againft the Lords. and do that which s 
difpleafing in his pght, There are ſych duties re- 
quired at our hands, 'as are nat ©ofly #Hcom/oſtent 
with confederating with them; and 'walking 
after their example, but didmetrally of oft, and 
contrary thereunto, as. light is- to darkneſs. I. 
mighe infiſt vupon- many, butg ſhalt-cohtent my 
ſelf to inſtance in theſe forr only. Bets Hen 


. 


F. It is ow duty to pity them; and monru 092 them, 


and to take uþ a latentation on their acconnt ; To 
make it the prief of our ſpirits, to ſee the name of God 
diſhonotired z and his 7 wowed ' contemined; : and the 
blond'of the Lord Feſus deſpiſed, :nd por ſouls run» 
ning beadlong to deſtruttion. This hattt been the 
carriage of the Saints of God, in time$ of cor- 


ruption and wickedneſs, P/al. 119. 136. Rivers 


of waters rat down mine eyes * becauſe they kerp not 


thy law. © As' David was humbled for his own. 
- tranſgreſſions, fo it was an heart-breaking to 


hin, to ſee others tranſgreſs. And ſee how the 
prophet Jeremy was affected: with .the fin and 
miſery of the diſobedient, Jer. 13: 17.. Bat if you 
 2vill n0t hear it, my ſoul ſhall meep in ſecret places, for 
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2'Cor. 6:37, 18. Whirefore comme out from amoneſ> 5 
thems, and be ye "+ argv faith the Lord, and touch 
wot the unclean thing, and 1 nill receive you, And I + 


. will be 4 father to you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and 


2- A third rtaſon that may be preſſed a92inft 


"I... 


pf Javr pride ;. and mine eye 
, down nith tears, becauſe t 


towards his very enemies, that ſet againſt him), 


 65es- Mark the ſpeech of Chriſt here, how it is 


% 


foal weep fore, and rus 
e Lords flock, i carried 
anay captive. Now theſe compaſſionate work , 
ings, and godly ſorrow, are a frame of ſpirit, 
«&t 4, great diſtance from complyance with the angadty. 
And tnis is one particular that will render us 
conformable unto our Lord and mwzſter : As he 
loved his own unto the end , with an inſuper- 
able, eyerlaſting, and unparallell'd love ; fo his 
bowels were moved with pity and compaſſian 


becauſe, of their folly and the wretched eſtate- 
into. which they had plunged themſelves, Zu, 
19. 41, 42. And whenhe nas comg near, he beheld 
the City, and wept over it, ſaying, if thou hadft kntwny 
even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, the things which ' 
belong unto thy peace ! but now they are hid from thine © 


made up of a kind of abrupt exprefſions, as pro- 
ceeding from a ſpirit full of affetion and' ren. 
derneſs, and ſeeking as it were, tg eaſe it ſelf im 
a paſſionate lamentation. If thox hadſ# known, 9.4. Y 
Alas poor Jergſalem! thy deſolation is approach- 
1ng, becanſe thon hadſt not known the things thas belong 
neo thy peace. Well had it been for. thee, if rhou 
hadſt but knownthew ! Would to God thou hadit 
been ſo wiſe, as to have taken. them into. thy know- 
ledg and conſideration 5 that ſo thy calamities | 
might have been averted and prevented ! O what 
a grief is it to my heart, rhat thou boſ? nor known 
them ! So that here is our duty, if God hath caſt 
our lot amongſt many wicked, that colnmit abo- 
minations in his ſight, we ſhould be io far from 
Joyning in a combination with -them, that It 
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1 holy 'mourning in our fouls,'t6 
Jenn tramplin 


os upon the word cf God,"and 


lightly efteemung the rock of our ſalvation. And 
theſe are. the perſons whom, in times-of 'publick 
Judgments, the Lord is pleaſed to ſet amark 
.ypon.;z namely, fuch as do not only' cry out'6f 


their own fins, bat are filled with ſorrow for the 


.abominations ofthe multitude. 'See it in Eze- 


* 


| kiels viſion, Exzck. 9. 


4. And the Lord ſaid unty 


him, Go thorow the midſt of the City, thorow the midfſt 
©. 4 43 # , Phd "I oF f + *F':.6:#4 7? 
.of Jeruſalem, and Jet 4 mark upon the foreheads of 


the men that ſigh, and that cry for all the aboninations 
that be done in the mid(t thereof.” Set a mark upon 
them, i. e. a mark of ſpecial and pracioms obſervation, 
| here are the peopte that are beloved of the Lord, 


unto ſuch ast 


eſe he will haye reſpe&: and: ſe- 


.condly a mark for ſure deliverance and preſervation”; 
- when others fall at their right hand and at their 
lefr, the evil determined ſhall not come near 
unto them asit is, v. 5; Come nut near any mat 
pon whom the mark. You know the Angel 
could donothing as to the overthiowing of Sodws, 
till Zot was ſecured. What wits be'nbowe other men'? © 
'See, 2 Pet. 2, 7, 8. And' hr delivered" juſt (Lot, 
vexed with the filthy converſation of the wicked : *Fv 
that righteous man dwelling amongſt them, in ſeerny 


and hearing,” vexed bis ri ghte? 
day, with their unlawful deeds. 
, 2. When tbers fin, it # our duty'to repriv 
| 44 me have occaſion, and opportunity : and that plainly 


" ſoul, from dj to 


r 


e this, 


and f-ithfally, with chrift ian pradence and diſcretion, 
And this is utterly inconfiitent with following 


* Turpe eſt defiori cum 
culpg redarguit ipſum, 


their example * 'Fer thay 
art altogether inexcuſable, Q 
E many 


(D-" by ge: Do ba 


wang" whoſoever thom: wrt ;- chat fud ſt > them that 


dv evil,” and:doeſt the fame': for berein 1honjudge 
tft 'ano:her, 'thow condemneſt: thy: ſelf... 'He-that 
would :do good.: by : reproving- another, . nauſf 
be-ſwne to \look. warily- to. himſelf5\\ that hei\bs 


. not involved inthe ſame guilt : ileft his wards 
- recoyle-into-his-awn-face;. 3nd:be: retorred nntg 


his own ſhame and confuſion:::.That-is an Exceſd 
lent ſaying of the wmlgar larivi,) and the; original 
ext 5. will well bear the ' 1G 1 
tranſlation, * Prov.:18.17. mornin Dy s 


- = 


Juſtus promas: ft. accuſaror Sacks * Poms ahh 
ſub'*: venit angicrn em, & mph oF ts 
inveſtigabit'eum.; Ajit man 153 Pa 


before he 'meddl&e) m. the-- 5; -:5; WE 


_ reproodf of othersz.will diligently ſearch his-05yn | 


Soul, and ſee tothe.,cleanſing* and; reformingat 
his wayes. ..So'that: the ity af-teproving Me 
ungodly,. doth. ſuppoſe .we..ought;ito keep rec 
fromthe taine gfitheir:yagadlinefs. TT hisusthe 
"Apoſtle Paal*; way of arngumentations Epbe.5.,1k+ 
Have no fellowſhip with the unſtgitful works, of dark- 
neſs, bat rathen reprove themes ab DG ou tf 
:© 3« Oir duty in rtlation untafenere 1s, Whatin:ls 
Jdiethy to.convertthew and win theme aver to the wrath 
Toendeavourithat of ignoranty they may decame 
verft in the wayes' of Gid';, andiof wicked and frfuls 


| they may become ſerious and-holy.z and" of enemizs 


of - religion,. they may be ſure friends and afſertours 
of it. And this is far from imitation. of chem ; 
For. if you comply. with. them in. ſing; that, will 
harden themexceedingly, and make them, moxe 
bold and venturous, and obſtinate in their. evil 
wayes, They will argue after this ſort, well way 
| we 


0108) — 


with 9, and fucb as are accounted godly are.men. of our 
confedericy.. It ig charged y”-=u_ the prophets] of 


inlies, and ſirengthened.sbe hands of evil deers, thas 
none did rerurn from bis nickedneſs, Jer. 23: 14- 
How did they irengthen their-hands ? Not only 


o by their wicked lives, and converſations. Fiat 
. did miniſter an argument to the evil doers, 


of -falvation.z and from whence. to: take incqu- 
7. cry en not torepent of their. abommations. 
This compliance with finners, inſtead of helping 
to convert them, doth lay a ftambling bleckun 
their way.. And indecd there # ſcarcely 4 greater 
obſtacle in the way of che converſon of the wicked, than 
the ſinful complyance of carnal profeſſeurs. | 
*- - It us expreſſely required as dur duty, in relation 
t6-fnners, to withdraw from them, thas they may be 
 Whawed,Prov.iz. 15. My ſon walk not thon j1 the 
way with them, refrain thy fett from their path.: SO 
Prov. 9. 6. Forſake sbe fooliſh and: live ; « and gd in 
' the' nay of nuderſtanding, 2 Theſ. 3- 14, And if any 
maobey not onr word by this Epiſtle, note that. "wn, 
wild bave no company with him, that he may be aſh4- 
wrd,' Arid were this duty but ftrialy and con» 
E fcientiouſly pratiſed by the body of profeflours 
\,  Ovfreligion, rowithdraw from ſuch as walk diſorderly, 
| who knoweth whiat good effeRs it-might produce 
unto their c99vifjon, humiliations'and ſalvation? 
A remarkable inftance we have in the Ecclef> 
#ſtical hiftories: When Simeon a Bifſhopin Perfia 
was led to'priſon for refuſing to communicate 
in 


we take this courſey for ſuch profeſſourr of religion jogu 
Feraſalem, that they committed adultery, and walked 


. their corrapr dofirine, and flattering ſermons 5 but 


whereby to-majntain their preſumptuous hopes 
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there was fitring dt the'gate of the Kings Court 
ati ofd Eanxch that Had'been the Kings Tutour 3 
called Yfazares, Ofice 4 Chniſtiati,” bur riow fal- 
ten from: his profeſſion : who ſeeins' Simedn led 
by, roſe up arid dif him teverence: On'the con« 
tr2ry Sincon would not fhew him*any reſpe& 
but tarned tway from him with indignation, and 
rebuked him fof revolting from the'ermth, And 
what effe#f had it upon the Eunnchs ſpiric > why, 
immediately Uſhers burſtforth into weeping, 
and Hid afide his rich" spparet, and' fitting at the 
Conrt'vgate, he cried out,” Wo & mes with* hat fate 
ſhall F bereafter [ook uot God, ſeeing Simeon” diſ| 
daintth to bebbld me d and preſently he renouticed 
his idolatry, 'repented of his former inconſt- 
ancy, anddied a martyr for the faith, 
That's the 'third 'argament 'to'firengthen !the 


” 


ties you muſt alſo drink of their taps 1. c 


h in 'NtorS'to 


profeſſion, when he cometh to puniſh the .inhabi-. 
rants.of the.earch : Bur. if, their 4&ions be alike, 
they ſhall receive rhe like portfon alſo.-, See what 
the Lord ſaith to. Fadab, becauſe rhey, turned 


aide unto idolatry after {{racly example, Exch. 


therefore I nill give her cup into thine hand, . Nay let 
me.tell you, that profeſs, zeligion, 1and yet.fol- 
low, the muſtitude in. evil.;: 10u/hall receive the 
greater copdempation ; \ Y,0u will :not . only. be 
chargeable with. your, on perſonal ſins and jmpe- 
nitence 3 but with che. fs of orhergy . that were an 
duced to. follow them: by . your example ; and 
with the ;upenizence of others, wherein they per- 
fifted- through. your incouragement. $0, that if 
you would be free from a moſt certajn and ſore 
deſtrucion.z. de not ſay. 4. confederacy with-the 
multitude'in fin. Some indeed. underſtand that 
place, Few. 18. 4. of 4 lecal ſeparation...;. but I 
think 1t-is rather meant of a ſpiritual ſeparation 


from Antichriſtian pellutions :. However, it chat be 


included, the is not excluded 2: with which text 
T ſhall ſhut up ch# bead, Rev. 18. 4. 4nd 1 heard 
another voice from heaven, ſqjing, Come.ant of her my 
people that ye be not partaker of (her fins, and that ye 
receive nat of her plagues, LE iooabirT v1 
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"o or Application fi the Doffrine. 
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"= finiſhed als Mint fart of this 
point, I ſhafl-now proceed: to the pradtical 
-oVerment of i it 3 for our edification,.and build- 
an 'up in knowledge and holinefs,” 'untd ever- 
Jaſting life. Let me therefore ſpeak a lirtle, to 
the ulefulneſs of this leſſon, i . 
L133 * > F000 
I. Informations . it 1h 
By wo oy, dermal; TICS AY 
'2, By way of [nformation. 'Thete are vi fhe- 
cial inferences, that naturally flow from what t hath 
been delivered.-': © - ihe i 
 Twfer, 1, Ifa Chriſtian moſs not bis led bythe 
czample of a multitude; butimuſt Rand faft againſt. 
their'example and ſollicitations unto fin': then hence 
it-followeth, That fough as are indeed. the ſervants of 
Ghriſt, an will walk rightly with "the Ford, inthe 
NN bſervance” of his laws ont 'Preceprs,” they 
muſt of neceſſity be indntd with a fpivi\ef forrieatle and 
courage, Why? Bzcauſe in many caſesthey are'to 
withſtand the mwltirade 3 and tro walk in away; 
that'is oppoſite, and contradiftory'to that ofthe 
Sreateſt number'of perſons: -and this-will neve? 
e'dohe; without mach courage and" refolved- 
neſs) "A man that fwimmeth a6aiaſt the ſtream, 
and the tide, and the wind together; 'tieed ro pur 
2 forth 


_._-- forththe utmoſt of his ſtrength, and:to-ftrike vi- 


oroally and ftrenuonſly ; or elſe he will be car- | 
ried away ©" Such # the conrſt of every godly man. 
He muſt ſwim againſt the ſtream of corrupt na- 
zare, that would: carry him headlong into evil, 
as the horſe ruſheth into the batrel : He, puft 
Rrixe wgaid@ibb wbilof AlAbi2dl thiprartifs)zand 
carnal reaſoxings; they would drive him back in- 

o the haven of eaſe and pleaſure, or outward prey 

and greatneſs : And then he .muſt congeryl 
likewile, againſt zbe tide of che multitude, who come 
again him as ſo many tempeſtuors waves: So 
that if be donot a& with all his might; and ſec 
himſelf with a full purpoſe of beart; to hold on his 
courſe ; he-will certainſy be oyerborn by the 
violence of their oppoſfition;* v4 comnardly Chris 
ftian is a contradiSion in-adje&tÞ ; for ſuch a man 
will.neyer be faichful nnto God.:- becauſe he zsto 
bear up againſt the wgltitude,, And therefore you 
ſhall find the Lord preſſing his people to courage 
on this'yery account, 3 Chron. IT 5. 79 8- Be ſtrong 
therefore, 4nd let nat your hands be weak\.: for. your 
work fhall be rewarded. And nben Aſa beard theſe 
words; «nd the. prophecy of. Oued the prophet, þe took 
courage and put away the abuminable idols out of all 
the landof Tydah and Benjamin. Marks it was a 
time of gene#al defeftion and aprſtacy, and there» 
fare God: doth exhort them to be valient for the 
trwh. There need to be. a good meaſure of re- 
folvedneſs, ;in-hefpirit, to ſtand faſt againſt the 

epricttnents and. proyocations of ſor partical«# 

firfiers * much more when a,Chriftian is to walk 
 1nacontrariety roche moſt; and hath a multicade 
to conteſt and encounter Withs Ex74 10. 4- Beef 
not good 


_ 
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end doit, Joſh. r. Fo | 
ſtrong, and very conragiom, that thou mayeft obſerve 
to do-according to all the law, which Moſes my ſervane 
commanded thees - : | 
; That's the fir# deduftion from the point. - 
- 2. Ifa believer muſt not a& after the pat- 
tern of the multitude, then hence I gather, thar 
ſuch as will approve themſelves unto God, and not deal 
falſly and nnfaithfully in the covenant of God, they 


muſt be men of ſjngularity. As they muſt walk re- 
larly, ſo they muſt walk ſingularly, in a way 
- themſelyes :'in reſpeR to abſtinence from 
fin, in regard of purity of heart, and holineſs of 
life and converſation. They are nor permitted 
| a compliance with the greateſt number of menyz 
\ | in any indire& courſe. As in'reſpe> to the 
| grace of converſion and ſanfification, though the ſer- 
vants of God are in the world, yet' they are not 
of the world, but gathered, andcult'd, and choſen 

out of it, Fe. x5. 19. F0- 17. 16. So mnſt itbe 

1n relation to cheir pratliſe alſo, though they abide 
in the world, yet they muſt not be' conformed wnto 
the world, but keep themſelves unſpotted from 

the pollutions of 'it. This is pure religion, and 
undefiled before God, and the Father, Jam. n.27. _ 

.\ Some there are that plead againſt holineſs, 

and for the countenancing of thezr.corruptions : 
What, would you bave #4 to be pnoular > Muſt me be 

more preciſe than others,and take a courſe by our ſelves? 

Phy Sir, Tf you will be Chriſtians in good ear- 
neſt; and follow the Lord fully, it is the very 

thing which God requires and expeRs at your 
hands,cthat you be men of ingularity-For theLord w 
Ul 
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fet 
< put a+ remarketble difference \betwixt his 
own people and others, in reſpet#" of bis bleſſings 


" upon them; and therefore may juſtly expe that 


4: 


meanotr towards hims 

©" 1 would not be miſtaken i» thi point, and 
therefore muſt” take liberty to diſtinguith of a 
threefold ſingularity. ITALY FALSE 


ttiey ſhould be fingular in" their carriage, ant tr: 


; IE Cs Fantaſtical. > | 
\ Fete is 298: Aﬀetted. $8ingalarity 10h 

ET — 4 OC 
I. There is « Fantaſtical” ſingularity, in refpelt 
of opinion : When perſons: have odae crortchers.and 
fancies of thetr:own, wherein they differ from 


ſerious,  and-ſober - Chriſtians in all ages ;: and 


in- the maintaining, . of. which opinions: they 
ſometimes, 'exceflively, pride themſelves, as if 
they had gotten ſome-bjgher attainments than the 
reſt,  This-1s an evil, to which profeſſours: of 
godlineſs, amongftus, have been hugely addiRed, 
in theſe latter dayes : When they have gotten ſame 
gncouth nation or expreſſion by the end ; they e- 
ſpauſe its intereſt, and think they are ſore body 
more than ordinary, in the matters of religion. 
When they have entertained « peculiar faricy of 
their own, contrary to the ſentiments of all ſober- 
minded beljevers ; .hereof they will boaft as of 
an higher degree of perfection, Fhis ſort of fn- 
galarity commonly. proceeds from a mixture of 
pride and: ignorance, When perſons have high 
conceits of themſelves, and in the aA ve 


pn 


apart bins charis godly for bimſelfiÞſ. 4-3, ND | 
[egregavit;divijitsſigno aliquo extHemtiſeparwvit: He. | 
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have little elear and diffinft knowledg of the prin- 
ciples of godlineſs ; poſſibly they have ſome 
looft and broken infight into divine truths, but do 
not underfiand the miſteries of religion In their 
| combination, as they are conneRed and knit to= 
\ | gether : In ſuch caſe they are exceeding apt to 
run into theſe by-aies of their own, The Apo- 

| | Ke ſeemeth to reduce itunto theſe two heads, 
Viz. ignorance and ſelfconceitedneſs, 1 Time 6.344: 
If any man teach otherniſe, and conſent not to whole- 

| ſome mords, even the witds of our Lord Feſws Chriſt, 

and to the diftrine which & according to godlineſs : He 

# proud, knoxing nothing, bat duting about queſtions 


2210p: / 


\ | and oy of words, &c. In reference hereunto 
the ta.th of believers is the common faith, Tit.i. 4. 

| | hich was onct delivered anto the Saints, Jude. 3. 

| | Upon this account, we ſhould labour to be of 
| | one judgment, That with one mind, and one month, 

fo || ze may plorifie God, even the Father of our Lord Je- 
t | ſw Chriſt, Rom. 15. 5,6, We ſhould be very 
- | cautious of eſpouſing any /inglar notion, without 
f | clear warrant from the word, and conſulting the 

» | apprehenfions of godly miniſters, arid ſerious 
X Chriſtians. And for prevention of this fingula= 


rity, let every man ſtudy. his own weakneſs, and 
Y || think ſoberly of himſelt, leaſt inſtead of Funo he 
e | embrace «cloud ; leaſt in the place of a moxe 
ſpiritual and refined truth, he fall into ſome dange- 
7048 and ſonl-deſtraftive errour, And the rather 
© || enghr we, in this caſe, to give the more earneſt 
heed x becauſe when weak Chriſtians are incon- 
£ kderately caught in this ſnare, it is a. diffcule 
h thing to be delivered out of it. They think it 
concens ther in point of honours and as they © 
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render their reputation, to juſtifie md maintain 
the notions which they have avowedly held, and 
profeſſed : And this is aſtrong temptation to a ſetled 
continuance therein. And therefore, [ ſay through 
the grace given unto me, to every man that is among 
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90u, zot £0 think of himſeif more highly than he ought 


to think: but to think ſoberly — 4s Gd 
hath dealt to every man the meaſure of faithy Rome 
12, 3e R "ES "TIS 
2. There is an affefted ſingularity; as to 4 mans 
outward garb and ornaments of the body 5, as to civil 
ſalntations and courteuns demeanour , and the likg, 


When perſons make it a part of their Religions, . 


to abſtain from that decency of habit, or geſtures 
or civility of expreſſion, which 1s commonly uſed 
and delight in this regard to a& in a wode by 
themſelves. And oz the other hand, when others 
.place Religion in vfing ſuch habits arid geſtures, 
and the like fooleries, whigh God hath. not requi- 
red. This is that which renders Reljgion con- 
temptible and ridzculous in the eyes of carnal, 
people, and makes them think.it 18 nothing but 
a kind of niceneſs, as to ſuch toyes, and zrifles. $0 


the Phariſees of old, negleed the power of gad- 


lineſs, judgment, mercy,and faith,and kept a great 
ado about waſhing of pots, and cupi, and making 
broad ,their olylaerier, and many. other things, 
which they had received to hold, .They lefe the 


commandments of God, to foll ow the devices and ina- 


ginations of their own hearts, Mar. 7.4. Col. 2-20, 


21,23, Theſe things may have 4 ſhes of wiſdom 


in will-worſhip; at leaſt in the fancies of ſome, 


| tiey appear tohawe it. Here is a fair pretence, of 
oreatsr {triineſs than the reſt ; waereas true 
= wiſ- 
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\ wiſdom 


conlifis in-fearing the Lord,. and doingh#. 
demmandyxents, Plal. 111-10. That, wherein the. 
Saints.of Gad differ fromthe:reft of men, 1s un 
the bidden man of the heart, 1n the anblamcableneſs 
and hiuingſs of the life;from whence will flow like + 
wiſe a ſobriety, woderationy and in;ffenfiveneſs in all. 
particulars. The- kingdom of God is not meat and. 
drink, (it doth not confiſt in conteſts, and diſ- 
putes, and amimotitiess abour ſuch trivial-chings) 
 burvightronſneſs,; and peate, and.jay in the holy-Ghuſts 
For be ihat in theſe things ſerveth Chriſt, « accepta= 
He to Gods and. approved of meu, ROM. 14.1718. 
3. Bar laftly, There 1s a ſober ſingularity; when 
men keep themſelves free from... the real-corruptions- of 
the times, wherein they live ; | and of the placth, -@nd 
; perſons, where their lot ts coſt, and with whos they | 
converſe... When they will not wallow in the filth « 
and mire of the; world, . hor (defite themfelves 
with tne abominations and defilements: of :the. 
wicked 5 though ih matters. werrantable,. and nee 
diſſonant to Gods word, they do.as th2:reſt bf men _ _ 
do, In this reſpect, all fincere Chriftians: muſt 
be fngulay ; they miſt not follow a mulritade'ts 
| doeviL Waen' ochers art lnkewarm in the ſer- 
it | vice of G3ds; they-muſt be fervent in ſpiricy; ſer- 
g | vingibe Lord, RoM. 13+ 11: Whilſt others place - 
S> | their worſhip; in /hadows and ceremonies, and a 
be | a prope ontfide:of devotion z..they muſt worſhip 
i- | Godin ſpiritaud in truth, Joh. 4.24. And gtori- 
2» | fiehim both with their bodies and: with their ſpirits» 
7 | whicharc Godsy'2 Core 6. 20: Waen others drink, 
{| andrard, and dice, and are vin, and wantony they” 
_ muſt ſtudy 20 live quict and peaceable. lives, in all 
godlineſs and bonefty, 1 Tim; 2.2. To walk _— | 
- {$09 T1 2 J 
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ly as in the day, mot in rioting and drunkenneſs, wot 
in chambering & wnantonheſs,'not inffriſc and envying 
But putting on the Lord: Feſus Chriſt , and not making 
proviſion for the fleſh, - to falfil the lofts thereof, Rom. 
$3.13, 14- When others walk careleſsly, they 
mult be preciſe and cireumſpeft, Eph. y.'15. You 
muſt not be afraidof being exaAly conſcientt- 
ous, in Gods way, or of bearing an awful refpect . 
to all, even the leaſt of, his commandmetits, for 
fear of being fingalar, or ſo accounted. For that 
1s the way which he hath chalked out for you. 
T hou fhalt not follow a ml titude to fine - $0: much: for 
the ſecond Inference. FN 


A y * % 
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3. If we muſt not follow a multitude to do 
eyil, Then from:hence we may draw 'this Con- 
cluſion, as an undeniable truth 5 That unity, and _ 
unanimity, and uniformity, wherein perſons Joyn to- 
gerber with one conſent, 'and without any diviſions a- 
 monoft them, is not ir all caſes to be commended and 
approved : but only where they are exerciſed, and as 
far as they are imployed,. in the doing of good. For if 
people commit evil inthe fight of he Lord, T 
muſtnot fin with tem for aniformities ſake. 

- Theſe very expreſſions of anity and zniformity 
have made a great deal of bye in. the world $* 
and they are engines whereby-poor ignorant ſouls 
are commonly deluded, and impoſed npon. #1/ 
you break aſunder the unity. that ought. to be amony[b 
Chriftiens? You ought todo thus or thms,. were it but” 
jor aniformities ſake. Such fallaciow argumentati- 
ons are uſually preſſed, to deceive the: hearts of 
the Gmple. Whereas Sirs, aniformity, Or a gene-«' 
ral and unanimous. agreement ' is not © a matter 

| _ com- 


MY be : 


commendable, 'in all cafes whatſoever, without 
- limitation or reſtrition; but only fo far, asthe 

perſons at Uuhity are ingaged in Gllowing that 
waich is good. 1 they be doing of evil, there muff 
be no union ur conjunftion with them, We read of as 
great unity and enifurmity, 2s is lightly imagined 
amongſt a people that ſer themſelves in open re- 
bellion againſt the moſt- High,and for which very 


_— the Lord threatned to bring them to ucter: 


deſolation, fer, 44+ 15, 16, 17. Then alt the men 
which knew that their wives had barnt incenſe unto 0- 
ther gods, and. all the women that flood by, a great 


multitude, even all the people that dwelt in the land of 


Feypty in Pathros, auſwered Jeremiah, faying, 

As for the word that thou haft ſpoken to 1, in the name 

of the Lord, we will not hearken unto thee. But we 

will certainly do whatſoever thing geeth forth ont of our 
| ann mouth, to barnincenſe unto the Queen of heavens 
and to pour out drink-efferings to her 5 4s we have 
done, we and our fathers, our kings and onr princes, in 
the Cities of Judah, and in the ſtreets of Jernſalem. 
Aark, it, Here was a great meaſure of #njity, and 

a full confent and harmony, in their reſolutions, 
and praiſes. Bur ſee the dread{ul doom where- 
with they are ſentenced, v, 25, 26, 27. There 

-/ is no ſociety of men, but are ſubject ro corrap- 
/ tions, and may be guilty of impoſing ſore 
\ things to be believed and practiſed, which are 


prove, that Chriſtianity obligeth « man to communi- 
cate, or comply with that which 1 corrupt and abomt- 


ecoverſie liethin the proof o{the {iwfalneſs,'and 
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corrupt and finful : And jt z5 aiterly impoſſible to 


nable. In ſich caſes, the whole fireſs of A con- 


warran'ableneſs, of the mtt2r enjoyned- and 
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- pradtiſed; or elſe-an argument from, upifaryyiry, 
15 of no validity, and will fignifie. nothing pt all 
with judicious perſons. For we muſt not 1034 with 
the greateſt number, ta do evil, © 
A little to open this matter-more diſftiny, 
and co clear it up more fally to your #pprehenſi- 
ons, let theſe four things be obſerved. 


- I, That anity and uniformity, 4 unanimons cons 


ſent, and agreement, are of the number of thoſe toings, 
whbich bonrow their gaodneſy or evil, that are, commend- 
able, or tobe condemned, from the nature and quality 
of the ſubjett, unto which they are annexed. Jſt ag it 
1s 3n caſe of forwardneſs and aftivity of ſpirit: If 
men are vigorous and aCtive in carrying on a 
miſchievous deſign, in bring forth the fruits of 
unrighteonſneſs, 4s ſome men commit wickedneſs 
with both hands, earneftly; There adtivity of ſpirit 


is 0d19us in the fight of God : But if men be di- 


ligent and indyſiriom, about that which is good 3 
then 1s their induſtry worthy of praiſe and ho- 
nour. The like may be ſaid, in caſe of ananimity, 
' and gineral agreement. AS Aſtronomers ſpeak of the 
Planet Mercary, that he hath little diſtin influ» 
ence of his own, but is malignant, Qr auſpicious, 
according to the nature of the other Planets with 
which he 1s in conjun&tion : So doth unity and ani- 
formity accomodate themſelves to the ſubje# 
watter about whici they are exerciſed. Anifor- 
ity, Sirs, wiil not juſtifie a ſinful ation 5 But it is 
the holineſs of the aFtion muſt commend the aniformity.. 
And therefare it is not a bare anity, which the, 
haly. Ghoſt prefleth upon Bzlevyers ; Buc unity, 


of the ſpirit, when perſons, with qpe.confents. hold, 
the dofrines taught by the ſpirits. and are -unje, 


\ 


Ac. 


form in cheir-ſu 


bzez&tion to 
Apirit, and in following thz guidance of the holy 
Ghoſt, Eph. 4.3. Endeavouring to keep the mnity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace. | 

2. If this nity and uniformity be fixed » 
converſant about, that which #5 holy and bonef, it ren- 
ders that holineſs, exceeding amiable and lovely. It 
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puts a /s/tre and beauty upon mens fear and wor- | 


hip of the. Lord;nhen they ſerve him with one heart, 
and in one way : And helps to prevent manifold 
miſchiefs and inconveniences, which diſſeuſ#on 
and multiformity are apt to introduce into the 
Church of Chriſt, For difference in worſhip, 1s apt 
to breed diſtance and alienation in affettion ; and 
from thence ariſe animoſtties, and ſpiritual feuds, 
and perverſe diſpatings. S0 that I have not a.word 
to ſpeak againſt a Religious uniformity, in thac 
which is excellent, and ſo far as it goeth hand in 
hand wi 
ments of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and doth not 
intrench upon his royal prerogative, Pſal,133-T- 
Behold how good, and bow pleaſant it ts, for brethren 
zo dwell rogether in anity! O the abundant be- 
nefit of the communion + of Saints! as: the 
conterrs of the Pſalm ſeem to explain that paſlage, 
Pſal. 122.1, 2, 334. 1 was glad when they faid uns 
tome, Let us go into the houſe of the Lord. Quy- feet 
ſhall ſtand »iebin thy gates, O-Jeruſalem, Jeruſas 
lem # builded as a City, that is compatt rogather. 
tyhither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, -nuiq 
the reſtimzony of Tirael : 0 give thanks wnto the vame 


of tbe Lord. Pfal. 42. 4. hen 1 remember theſe 
things, I powr ont-my foul in wes for I had: gone 
with tbe multſtudey I wont w 


ith theme t1 the houſe "of. 
I 4 Gd 


the divine Inſtitutions and appoint- | 


+ $3004, with the woice of joy andpraiſe, with a multi» | 
* tude of them that kept boly-day: For ſuch wited fo» || 


Cieties, and combinations. of believers, God hath || 


"® v8 
__ 
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in ſtore a peculiar bleffing, and is wont to be 


amongſtthem with his eſpecial favour and. pre- 


tence. For the Lord loveth the gates of Sion, more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob, Pſal. 87.2. And 


therefore it. is mentioned, as one of the great 


evangelical mercies promiſed, to make way for 
the conveyance of further grace and mercy, Jer- 
32+ 39, eAnd 1 will give them one heart, and one 
way, that they may fear me for ever, for the good of 
hems, and of their children after them. ' 
3- But when a people unite, and joyn together, in 
what ts finful ; if their uniformity conſiſt in the joynt 
and unanmne prattiſe of ſuperſtition and will-ner= 
ſhip ; or in any thing that ts contradiftions tothe Las 
and commandment of the Lord ; In ſuch caſe it be- 
comes exceeding finful and deteſtable, and a very great 
provocation of the wrath of God. This kind of wnifor- 


. wity.1s nothing el{ but a grand _—_— againſt the 


God of heaven a cloſely- compatted rebellion againſt 
the King of Kings. This the Phariſees and all the 
Jexs did uniformly practiſe their ſuperſtitious waſh- 
ings, and other ceremonions obſervances received 
dy tradition from: the Elders s 'There were no 
Schiſms or diviſions amongſt them about ſuch 
matters, ark 7. 3- But what ſaith our Saviour 
in the caſe? See Hat. 15. g. In vain do they wor- 
Ship me, teaching fer dottrines the commandments of 
men, And again, v. 13, 14+ Every plant which my 
Sravenly father hath not planted, ſhall. be raced ups 


| Tet them alone © they be blind leaders of the blind-: 


4nd if the blind lead the blind, both ſpall fall intq the 


dit hs 


FT ditch. Sucha 


kind of anity, was that of 


- Prieſt and the people,in their martyring of Srephenz + 7 | 4 


- They ran upon him 0400uuced\lv with one accord, They 
were all linkt together in the ſame mind, 4. 
. 57. And that of the Kings of theearth, and 
Reers aha ſet themſelves, and took counſel to- 
oether againſt the Lord, and againſt his Chriſt, 
Pſal. 2. 233- Andin this caſe we muſt ſay as the 
Patriarch Jacob, Gen. 49.6. O myſoal, come not 
thog into their ſecret ; unto their aſſenibly, mine ho- 
near, be thog not anited, T muſt not do evil to bring 
about aniformity,nor unite with any in that which 
15 finful. | 
4+ Laſtly, obſerve under this head, That the 
only way to ſettle and compaſs, ſuch 4 kind of unifor- 
mity as ts enjoyned of the Lord, and pleaſing unto 
him, s tq keep exatily cloſe to the rule of Gods word, 
to take heed of making additions thereunto, and not 20 
be wiſe above what ts written, Here is the ready way 
to prevent Schiſms, and diviſions, and the break- 
ing aſunder into Sefts and parties ; when we keep 
-up to this one, uniform, and perfett rule of Wore 
ſhip. AM brethren, If perſons be guided by tra- 
ditton, and impoſe upon mens conſciences, hy- 
mane inventions and traditions: that's a moſt ſove= 
raien ways to perpetuate Schiſm to the end of 
the Chapter. If perſons will load the ſpirits of 
their brethren, with their bardenſom ceremonies, 
under. whatever pretext of decency Or aviforminy 
they are prefled ; If they will force mens conſci- 
ences to ſtoop under the weight of their (anons s 
here's a ſyre way to cauſe ſeparations. and divi- 
fions, without remedy.. Bat if yquwould indeed 
- attain to ſuch uniformity, as is according to = 
EP mn 
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der the- ſpecious pretences of order and decency 
are multiform g and therefore will undoubredly 
produce variance, and ſtrife, and aealtiformity. Be- 
fdes, coming into the worſhip of Gud, without 
che ſtamp of divine authority, they want a power 
and energy to ſettle the conſcience : there 1s no 
firm footing,where a Chriſtian may tread in fuch 
caſes, without danger, or. fear of pricking his 
feet among bryars and thorns. Bit the word of 
God is aniforms, and at perfe& peace with it ſelf, 
and layes a ſure foundation whereon to bottom in all 
foul-concernments. And hereupon muſt you huild 
all your ſuperſtrnQtures, in order to the ereRing 
and ſetting up of a«nif.-rmity amongſt Chriſtians. 
This 3s very plain from former and /atter woful 
experiences, Look into primitive times 3 What a 
ftir was there in the Church ahout the keeping of 
Eaſter? What tumults, bickerings, and heart-burn- 
ings, doth here in Brictain, and in many other 
parts? hy? Becauſe they. had recourſe to rra- 
ditjony and refted'thereupon ; and endeavoured 
to impoſe one npon another, their own private 
ſentiments and praiſes: whereas the Scriptures 
would quickly have ended the controverſie. 
When diviſions were riſen up in the Church of 
Corinth, particularly in the- point of che Lord's 
Sapper 3 what means doth S. Pau] make uſe. of, 
that the, ſtrife might ceaſe ? He puts them in re- 
membrance: of 'the words of the Lord Jeſus 


Chrift, and brings-them cloſe to the firſt inflitu- 
tion, , For I bave received of the Lord, that " 
LCTEF | alf0 


| Law and to the Teſtimony, | 
Iſa. 8. 20. Traditions are multiform, and (anne 
of Connſels are multiform, vain cuſtoms urged un- þ, 
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} alſs 1. delivered mnto you. x Cor. 11.23 . Mark 


» tbe doftrine which ye have learnt, and avid them. 
ſ' Keep-up Sirs, to the dodtrines of the old and new. 


erroneous doQtrines ypon the word, and profeſs 
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them which cauſe ns and fences, contrary t9 


Teftagent, and let them be the ſtandard cf peace 
and unity. _- | | 

© Obj. All ſorts of ptrſons are pretenders to Scri- 
Ptwre 3 even ſuch as reſt and pervert it to their own de- 
ftfraftion, The vileſt hereticks will. Father their 


__—_—— 


to deduce them from tnence, How then #« it poſſi- 
ble, that we ſhould rationally expe anity and cancord - 
in the Charch by this means ? ſering the myſt notorious 
hereticks will have thes pretext; they will ſhe(ter their 
monſtrous opinions under the prozeftion, and patronage = 
of the Scriptures ? : Oo 
* Sol. This is a trite objeRtion, much inſiſted ony 
by them that are contentious, and of an impoſing {pi- 
rit ; and are loath to be concluded and ſhat up in the 
exerciſe of their power, within the limits and bounda- 
ries of the word of God. And therefore deſerves - 
to be an/xered more largely,than at preſent I can 
ſpare time to do. All that I ſhall ſpeak unto 
K, which yet may ſaffciens 7 diſcover the vanity of 
this cavil, I ſhall gather into five heads. _ 6 
1. There will be herefies maintained in the Church | 
of Chriſt, amongſt people that oall themſelves his di- 
ſeiples and ſervants, in all ages unto the end. It 154 
matter thac will fall out anapoidably, and cannot 
be.gtherwiſe. As there will be men of corrape 
lives, tares mingled with the wheat, 10 the kingdom 
of the Son 0. man : ſothere will be men ofcor- 
re nouns and, dofrings,. that ſpeak perverſe 
to un things 


4 


rhines ts draw away 
11.19. For there maſt be alſo hereſes among you, 


that they which are approved, may be made manifeſt 


among you. Mark, It muſt be, there is a neceſſity of 
it : Not 4 neceſſity of precept, God is a God of 
eruth, he requires truth in the judgment, as well 
4s integrity in the hearc g he calls for ſoundneſs 
of mind, as well as fervour of affeRtion : Rur 
in reſpef# of the event, there # a neceſſity ; it will 
certainly be ſo: and the Lord bath excellent 
ends to accompliſh thereby ; and therefore will 
ſuffer errors to be yentel and ſpread abroad. 
But there were falſe Prophets alſo among the people, 
even 45 there ſhall be i reachers among you, who 
privily ſhall bring in damnable hereſies, even denying 
the Lord that bonght them, and bring upon themſelves 
fwift deſtru8tion, 2 Pet. 2, 1. See alſo 1 Tim. 41,2» 
eAtt. 20. 30. 3t. This is no excuſe unto the 
Amtbors and broachers of any curſed opinions: Bat 
It is an uſeful leflon or document for the ſervants of 
God, that they may be quickned to get their judg- 
ments principled with ſound knowledge, and 
to beware leſt they be led a/ide from the nay, by the 
errors of - the wicked, and ſo fall from their own ſted- 
faftneſs. That is pertinent on this account, which 
our Saviour ſpeaketh as to ſcandals in general, 
Alat. 18.7. Wo nnto the world becauſe of offences ; 
For it muſt needs be that offences [herefies] come; 
bat wo to that man by whom the offence [herghe] 
cometh. , : | | 
2. The people of God have no juſt cauſe, tothin 
ever ajot the worſe of Religion and podlineſs, becanſt 
of the hereſ;es that ſometimes doenT Is the C burch f 
Chriſt. Ic ſhould rather confirm us inthe —_— 
£ y 


diſciples after ther, x'Cor?. | 
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foretold.us that thus it will be, and we ſeeing ar 
verified before our eyes. As the Apoſtle exhorts 
the Theſſalonians, that no man might be moved 
by his affl tions, For (ſaith he.) your ſelves know 
that we were appointed thereunto, 1 Theſ. 3,3. And 
V. 4. For verily when we nere with yon; we to!d you 
before that we ſhould ſuffer tribulation, even as it came 
to paſs, and ye know. So may I ſpeak in the caſe of 
errors and: berefies. Let no man tumble, or be of- 
fended, at the wayes of Chriſt, upon this ac- 
count. Let not your faith be weakened, nor your * 
progrefs in balineſe retarded, becauſe of theſe cor- 
rupt opinions, and herefies ; For your ſelves knox, 
that Chrift by bs Spirit hath foretold:of theſe things ; 
that it muſt come to paſs, as it 1s.in all ages. * 
And he-.hath therefore: warned you . of it before- 
hand, leſt you ſhould be offended, Fob. 16. x, 25 
39h 7 0 bw 

'.13. When weſpeak of unity in Chriſtian fellowſhip, 
and uniformity in the worſhip and ſervice of Ged, it- 
weſt not be interpreted of union and combination with 


ſuch as: are bereticks : It maſt not be taken, as if it 


were meants. that we muſt unite» and go hand in band” 
with fuch.perſons.” Our Lord Chriſt hath left upon 
record, fufhcient dire&ions in this caſe, how to . 
purg&his: Church of ſuch wermine, and to keep; 
our ſelves free from the taint of their polluti- 
ons z as well as in the caſe of thoſe who are pra--. 
fane. and diſforderlv in their converſations. A- 
wanthat is an heretick, after the firſt and ſecond ad-. 
monitionz vejeft ; Knowing that he that w ſuch, 
ſabveried and ſinneth, bging condemned of himſelf, 
Tit: 3. 10,11, From ſuch withdran thy ſelf,1 _ | 
* 35 


| þ of the truth of the Goſpel : Our'Saviour having 


GOA... SLIT 
6. 3, 45 5+ If there come any nid you, and bring not 
| th#s do(trine, receive him not into your houſe, neithey' 
Lid him God ſpeed, 2 Fohn 10, See alſo Gal. 1. g. 
Rom. x6. 17; Rev. 2. 25 20, 245250, 
4. Bit then, as to ſoand+ and ſober Chriſfti- 
ans, let- this be obſerved : Thar the principles of 
the dottrine of Chriſt, which may be a ſufficient grognd 
for their nniting 1n.the wetſhip and ſervice of God, ave 
plainly delivered in the Seriptares , and t0-be cleay- 
ly and eafily deduced from thence: They are'wrote 
10 legible characters, that the that runs may read 
them. And'why ſhould not thoſe things which 

_ will declare'a nian a;ſound be/iever,capacitate:him 
for communion with believers? Theſe thmgs are 
written plara/y,as.withthe Pen'of a diamond; and 


inculcatedfrequently, tnat they may be apprefien- | 


ded, by the, mean&R of-the Saints, 7ſa, 45 « 19: 
I have not ſpoken in ſecret, in a dark place of the earth. 


The oracles of God are not delivered darkly and 


obſcurely 5 thzy are not folded and wrapt up'in 
intricate and awbiguars {(entences ; as the devils 
oracles, theianiwers of 'falfe pads; were wont to 
be delivered, in caves, and grotto*s, and corners Utt= 

der the ground, 'The truths of God are ſet-forth 
| perſpicuouſly.' They are all'plait to. bim that under- 
ſtandeth, and-right ro them that find knonledge, Prov. 

8.9. For this commandment which | comtmund thee” 
this day, ts not bidden, neither ts it far off « Þt 14 not 
in heaven, that thou ſhouldeſt ſay, Who ſhall gd up for 

#4 to heaven, and bring it tom, that we may hear it 
and doit? Neither # it leyond- rhe Sea, that thou 


OSS ts SM a of 


ſhouldeſt ſay, Who ſhall go over the Sea for my, and 


bring it unts #, that we may bear it, and do it > But 
the word ts very nigh unto thee, inthy month; and in 


thine 


..: thine heart, that thaw: wayelt doit. Ine: 
{fools (as the holy Ghoſt calleth them). wi 
- [nodum in ſcirpo z they will find maiter co wrangle: 
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with the .moft undeniable. principles'; Bur. the 
foundation-truths of Chriſtianity are fully pro. 
claimed in che ears of all within the pale of the 
 Chureb, that will lend cheir ears. attentively .to- 


[the ſound of the Goſpel, and will diligently ftu- 


dy. divine mylteries, :And the ' people of Gad 


.| axe. under precious promiſes of the Spirits in- 


ſtrukion, to guide them inco the knowledge of 
all neceſlary points, Fob.16.13.. 1 Foh. 2422,27-: 
Pſal. 35-125 14-: And why ſhould :net thoſe, 
who arey. under the conduct of the. ſame truths, 
in. the way of holineſs unto eternal life hereafe 
ter, unanimouſly joyn together inthe ſervice 
of God here? Let us zor fall out by the way, for me 
Ars brethrens ; . . 

5. As to all other matters, that are mare alſtruſe 


| and difficult, and wherein there is a great deal of 


variety in the interpretation of the Scripture, 
even among. tones el Pendelves ; In 
ſuch caſes, unity and concord muſe be bile pon the 
foundatian of forbearence, and mutual. tenderneſs 
believers one towards another. If in order to pea 


that are in power, be ſet up as the Standard, unte 


affairs, are to be reduced ; if peace and unity, 


ly never to be attained wiulſt the wopld endures. 


As ſoon m1y you cur all. men to the ſame ſtature, as. 


bring their judgments. in. all things tothe ſane ſixes 


for 


and union in the Church, che judgment of ſome 
which the conſciences of the reſt, in the, minuteſt 


1 ſay, depend upon theſe tickliſh rerms, it is like- 


Bat if we would followafter the things that make. 
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. for peace and nity, ler w-with all lonlineſs ani | 
nieekneſs, ' with long- ſuffering forbear one another in 
love. Eph. 4. 2, 3+ Shall not Chriſtians forbear, 
where the God of heaven is pleaſed' to forbear ? 
Sould not we deal tenderly with ſuch; and give. 
them the right hand of fellowſhip, whom God | 
doth tender as the apple of his eye ? Rom. 14. 3; 
_Fhat is an excellent Rybrich for dire&ion in the 
Saints Zicaurgy, Philip. 3. 15, 16, Let #2 therefore 
as many as are perfett,, be thus minded : And if in 
any thing ye be otherwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal 
even this unto. you. Nevertheleſs, whereto we have 
already attained, let us walk, by the ſame role, let us 
mind the ſame thing. . 
' So much for the firſt uſe of the points by way 
of informations _ | 
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8 E CT. VI. 
2, For Exhortation. 


F God hath given us ftrift charg, that we do 

not comply with a -nl:citude in Thea of evil, 
let us then ſeriouſly ponder and weigh this leſſon in our 
thoughts, and endeavour to prattiſe it in all the parti- 
culars of our converſations. Take heed leſt Satan 
pravail npon you, through this wile and artifice, of 
perſwading you to that which 1s finful, becanſe 4 
multitude embrace it. Take the example of Noab 
for imitation herein, Gen. 6. 9. Noah nai a-juſt 
man, and perfett in his generations, and Noah walked 
Tirh God. Mark it, the generation — - 
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FE (129) _ : 
corrupt, and ſinfigh; it was e- 
gregioufly profane and del auched 5 wictkeaneſls, as.d 
deluge, forerunner of the other, ,had overipread the 
whole face of che earca ; And yet ,No-þ was up- 
right, and kept cloſe to the Lord, thereby con- 
demning the. world of the ungodly. Take the 
inſtance oi Obadzah, who dwelt in Ahabs family, 
a man that zo'd bimſelf to wickedneſs in the fight of the 
Lord, that. there wis none like unto tym $ He 
lived in dayes of (:ch general Apoſtacy.and Ido- 
latry, that Elijah *tho'"ght there had been none 
left out himſelf, .who had any zeal for Jehovah, 
and had not dealt falſely in his covenant: And. 
yet in ſuch place andtime, Obadiah feared the Lord 
greatly, 1 Kings 18. 3.*See the carriage of the 
Chriſtians at Pergamms for incourazement here- 
in. They dwelt where the Devil had his ſeat, where 
he was ſe: upon the throne, and had many ſer- 
yvants and followers : And yet they departed not 
from God, they would not ſay # confederacy with 
them in fin : They held faſt the name of Chriſt, and 
did not deny the faith, though in dayes when per=- }. 
ſecution raged , and reached unto the death, 
Rev. 2,13. Hath God caſt your lot in 4 wicked 
family, amonglt carnal relations, in times of gene= 
ral atheiſm, corruption and debaychery? Labour as 
Obadiah, to fear the Lord greatly ; do they entice 
thee to fin? Walk not this in_the way nith themy 
refrain thy foot from their path, Prov, 1. 15- Do 
they violently and furiouſly rebel againft the 
Lord, and make a ſcoffe of godlineſs, and op- 
poſe the profeſſours of it? Do you ſtudy to ſerve 
him the more eminently, and-to-walk with Gods 
as Noh, the more cloſely andſtrifily. Les no man 
| K dexeive 


deerive yea with vain words; (Letnot their ontice- 
ments prevail with you, let not their preſumptjons 
embolden you to fin with them, ler nor their 
reproachts cauſe you to defiſt from your courſe) 
Fur becauſe of theſe things comth the wrath of Gid 
#pon the childrenof diſobedience. Be not yr therefore 
partakers with them, Eph. 5. 6,7. So keep your 
ſelves free from any ſinful correſpondency with 
the ungodly, be they never ſo many,that you may 
be blameleſs :and harmleſs, the ſons of God, without 
rebuke in the midſt of 4 crocked and perverſe nation, 
among whom ye ſhine as lights in the world : Holding . 
£rth the word of life, Philip, 2.195, 16. 

In managing this ule of exhortation, T ſhall 
ſpeak fomething to you under theſe foar heads. 

r rt. By wayof particalar exemplification, 
| inflance, Wherein you ſhould beware thac 
« | you donot follow the multitude. 

2. By nay of ſpecial direAi:n, what courſe 
.you ought to take; that ye be not intangled 
with their example. 

3. By way of mitive or provocative, to 
quicken you to a cloſure with that courſe, 
and a diligent obſerving this counſel]. 
4+ By way of Retortzon, F ſhall ſhew you } 
whar uſe you thould make of the example 
mzltitade, ſeing you muſt not joyn in com- 
t Dination with them, 


chad. _—_—{. 


1. By wayofporticular exemplifi cation and inſt ance, 
Wherem we fho'ld bewate that we be not led 
to fin by the example of the maltitade, For the 
better digeſting whereof, and that the truths I 
(hall celiyermay be more ealtily imprinted pon 
OE TIN 2, an 
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and firmly reteined in your thoughts, and-memo- 


ries 5 I will caſt them into fivt rankes. 

C T. The Ground of religion, whereon it is 

bottomed, OY 
2. The matter of religion, wherein it is 

placed. 


— 


'; proſecuted. : 
4. Thetime and ſeaſon, when it is minded, 
5. Sundry particulor duties, wherein the 

; , Multitude are prone to miſcarry. 

I. As tothe ground of religion, whereon it ts bot- 
tomed. The generality of people are wont to 
take up the principles and mytteries of godli- 
neſs wholly upon truſt : They build their faith upon 
the diblates and opinions of men. they believe that 
Chriſt is the Saviour, and accordingly call them- 
ſelves he ſervants ; they acknowleds ſuch and ſach 
ordinances,, ought to be attehded upon, andac- 
cordinely lend their bodily preſence at them 5 and 
the [ike : But if you enquire into the ground and 
reaſon, why they believe and embrace ch1s way 
of religion and worſhip z all they can truly ſay, 5g 


becauſe the Xfinifter tells them it isſo ; or their 


parents bred them up in this way : They hold 
theſe things for truths, for they are points whict 
they have held ever fince they. can remember g 
they were of thes religion from their very childhood, 
and infancy 35 and were w_ »#p in theſe perfor- 


mances. Bat do you my brethren, build your faith 


uþon'” the infallible word of the Lord, and get an 
inſight into the everlaſting goſpel: Search the fert= 
primes daily, and diligently, and make uſe of the 


miniſtiy of men'to help you to get knowledg of _ 
Gore K 2 the 


«1 
I 3. The methid and order, wherein it is 
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_ the ſctiptures z that your belief may not reſt, uponthe 


bare opinions of nieny but upon the mouth of the Lord. 
Thac you may be able to ſay, nz only, I acknow- 
ledg theſe doctrines to be divine, and pradtiſe 
this and the other duty, becauſe men have per- 
ſwaded me ; But becavſe I find them contained in 
the Las of the Lordy and that they are apreeable to 
hes mind, and will : and that herein by the miniſtry 
T have been inſtruited in that which God himſelf hath 
revealed, and preſcribed, who is a God of truth and 
faithſulneſs ; upon wboſe living word I bottome my 
truſt and confidence. Thus did the noble Bereans, 
and therefore many of them were converted, 
and ſavingly wrought upon. They did not take 
matters #p-ntruſt, no not from Pan! and Silas ; 
but they would ſee, whether they taught them 


faithfully, what they received from adove. And 


mirk the note of excellency or -ſterick that is 
ſet by the Holy Ghoſt, upon tneir heads z and 
rhe bleſſed :flte of cher enquiry Afts 17.11,12+ 
T heſe were more noble than thoſe in Theſſalonica, in 
that they received the werd with all readineſs of mind, 
and [t:rched the ſeriptares daily, whether thoſe things 
were ſo, Therefore many of them believed, Do nor 
taink it enough,. to receive information of truth , 
bur examine whether they are indeed of heat ely 
extratlim. Search the Scriptures Jo. 5+ 39. They 
-are appointed of God, to be thz ſure dultrinal 
foundation, whereupon -our faith 1s to be bot- 
tomed, Epi, 2, 20. Te are built upon the foundation 
of the Apiſties and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt | bim(zlf 
being the chief corner ſtone. _ ; Fc 3 

'. Thag I may. awaken you to, heedfulpeſs ,- in 
this  regard.,, let me, beſeech you to. ſtudy: 

VRrfbg "I throughly 


JIE (133) "Y 
throughly theſe chree following confderation;. 
| * 2+ {f your faith le not bottomed upon 4 divine teſt i= 
mony, even upon the word of the Lord, it can amount no 
higher, than an humane faith : Tt cannot be a divine 
fauh, which receives mattes wholly upon traſty 
from the diQates of mex. For Sirs, the nature of 
faith 18nut diverſified by che quality of the principles 
and truths, that are believed 5. but by the grounds 
whereupon, and the reaſons by they are beheved. 
Tnen :s 1t an hurzane f4ith,when built upon humape 
zeftimon} : and then is 16 divine faith, when the teſti- 
mony is arvine, wherenvon credence is given, Elſe 
a man may receive ſpiritual and ſupernatural 
truths, divine dictrines, by a meer.common faith, 
an huwane faichz when he taketh them wholly upon - 
truſt trom the creait of men, If you would ſee the 
difference bdetwixt theſe tivo, that text is full by 
way of illuſtration, Fo. 4. 395 40,41, 42. And 
many of the Samaritans of that City believed on him, 
for thy ſaying of the woman, which teſtified, he told me 
all that ever I did. And many moe believed becauſe of 
his own word : And ſaid unto the woman, Now ne 
believe, not becanſe of thy ſaying : for we have heard 
him our ſelves, and know that this is indeed the Chriſt 
the Saviour of the world, See alſo, x Theſ. 2. 13+ 
2. If yon do not ſearch into the word, and bottome 
your belief thereon, you can never be: ſtedfaft and ſet- 
led in the wayes of the Lord, .nor in any of the eruths- 
of religion, You. will de till ina waverings incon- 
ſtant, condition ; and in danger to be turned afide 
from the faith. And the reaſon is apparent, becauſe 
the dictateg of men are variable, and inconſtant. 
One man may preſs upon you. ths, as a point to 
be believed,and another may poſſibly inſtru you 
3 i 


"TIT. * + 5 
in the contrary, as a truth. © Nay the ſame perſons 
at different ſeaſons, may vent doCtrines of a dit- 
ferent nature : Tobe laid in the ballance, they are 
altogether lighter than vanity, And there! ore, if 
you build your faich upon their opinions, you 
muſt of neceſſity be left at great wncerta: nties. 
But the word of the Lord 1s fixt, and perm ment, 
alwayes conſonant and agreeable unto it ſeif. There 
you may reſt as upon a rock that can never be 
moved. For every word of God 15 pure. Prov. 30. 
5. "The words of the Lord are pure words ; as. filver 
tried in a furnace of earth. purified ſeven times, Pſal. 
I 2.5. Men are ſubje& to miſtakes and erronrs, 
but the word of the Lord ill never deceive you 5 
that cannot be miſtaken. Rr EL : 
3- Unleſs you try deflrines by the rale of the ſcri- 
prures, and bottom jour faith upon the word of the Lord, 
yon donot give glory to God in believing : Unleſs you 
take it upon his word and receive 1t as proceed- 
Ing out of his mouth, you do not give unto God 
the honour of believing the truth, If you receive 
the matters of religion, only upon the diRates 
of men, you rob God of his glory, and give it 
unt9 tzem.For this 1s 4 ſpecial part of our wor- 
ſhip of God, and one of the peculiar preroga- 
tives, which he doth challeng unto himſelf,chat ne 
" give up our judgments abſolutely unto his guidance ; 
and yield perfect credence unto his word, Jo, 4+ 
20. 21. Our fathers worſhipped in this mountain, 
and ye ſay that Fernſalem is the place where men 
ought 40 worſhip, Jeſus ſaith unto her, Woman 
believe me, &C. 9.:d- You are apt to pin 
your faith upon the ſleeves of your fathers; 
whereas this is one of the glorious Royalrie 
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* which appertain 
me, who am the Chriſt, to 
have the abſolute com-, | 
mand of your faith: you muſt try the doftrines 
and pradiiſes of your fathers ; and all the opinions 
of men, are to dee{timated, according to their 
conſonancy unto my word. As in performance of 
duty, we thould be careful to give unto God the 
olory of his Sovereign authority ; which is, when 
we do the work of the Lord, becauſe it is com- 
manded to be done bv him : So in our aſſent to the 
truths of the Goſpel, we ſhould give unto God the 
glory of his trath, and faithfulneſs : which 1s, when 
we believe what 1s ſpoken of the Lord, becauſe 
we know the month of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
It is ſaid of Abraham, Rom. 4. 20. He ſtaggered 
not at the promiſe through unbelief 5 but wit ſtrong in 
faith, giving glory to God. Why Sirs, this 1s the 
way to give glory coGod, when we ſet to our 
ſeals to the doctrines of godlineſs, becayſe they. 
proceed from the God of heaven : believing che 
things which are written Hy the Prophets and 
Apoltles, thoſe faithful Amanuenſes of the Spirit 
of God, who ſpake as they were moved by the holy 
Ghoſt. | | | 
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2-.Take heed of being corrupted by the exam- 
ple of the mulcitnde, in reſpef# of the matter, and 
{ubſt ance of Religion, wherein it is placed, and where- 
unto they confine it. For commonly people are 
wont to be too narrow and ſhort upon this aC- 
count. 
» Wherein do the multitude for the moſt parts 
lace ther Religion > | 
A " K 4 Anf. 


SER. . 66 
Anſ.. 1fþall inſtance only in five things. 
I. The generality of people place the whole 
of their Religion, [n the reforming and erdering 
their lives and ations : But they ſeldom or never 
think of the neceſſity of ſanilifying their natures. | 
They ſometimes conſider what they þ -ve done, bnt 
never bethink themſelves in »h.:t ſpiricual ſtate 
they are, When their conſcjences are a litle 
awakened, and flie in their faces, perhaps they 
con(ider, for that fit, what ſins they have commit- 
'ted,and make retolutions 2gunſt them : But then 
they, proceed no further ; 7hey confider nit ar all 
boy to be at peace with Grd, throneh the bloud of ſprink- 
ling, nor whether they are in Coven+nt, with God by 
the Aediator of the Covenant. They mind to re- 
form their lives, to ſtill the clamours of conſci- 
ence : but few think they muſt be partakers of _ 
regenerating grace. Whereas the Law of God 
23S the rule of o#7 natures, as well as of our altions : 
It ſhews us what manner of perſons Te ſhenld be, 
as to habirnal principles ; as well as yhat we ſhould 
do, in the right ordering our practiſes, Tea cannce 
poſſibly be ſved, except yeu be ſanitified, So that,be_ 
not like unto the mu'titude, in this reſpe&. But 
examine yourſelves, whether you be in the faith, See 
whether Jeſus Chriſt be formed in you, 2 Cor. 13.5. 
Be earneſt with God, to create in yu a clean heart, 
and to renew within you 4 ripht [pirit, Plal. 51. Tos ; 
Firſt endeavour to get into Chriſt, that you may 
then bring forth acceptable fruits of righteouſ- . 
neſs unto God. Firſt get your natures ſanified, 
that yo umay walk in the wayes of new and eyan- 
gelical odedience, Ezeck, 18. ZI. Caſt away From 
308 all your tran{greſſuns, whereby ye have tranſ- 


greſſed ; 


- 


' preſſed; and make you# new hearts and a-ney ſpirit ; 
ode, will ye dye, O houſe of Iſrael | Cott M 
reference hereunto three things, (428 
'I+ That the accepration of a mans attual righte- 
ouſneſs, and obediential performances , doth depend 
upon bus ſpiritual eftatey and the ſanttification of hts 
nature. Fult God hath reſpe&t to the perſon, and 
| then to the daties practiſed by that perſon, Gen 


4+ 4+ If youremann 1n the ſtate of nature, with- 


out the work of regeneration- wrought within 
you, though you may:do many things 'for the mat- 


ter, which God hath required, yet all you do will 


be an abomination unto the Lord; For they that 
are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. $. $. If 
there be corruptions unmortified 3» the perſon, 
they will taint and defile the beft performances, 
For, as our Saviour faith, Afar. T3. 33, 34. Ei- 


ther make the tree goed, and husfruit good; orelſe 
make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt « for the' 


tree known by us fruit, O generation of vipers, how 


tan 7? Leing evil, ſpeak good things e for ont of the 


abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh. 


2. T he main enquiry of Feſus Chriſt, in the day | 
of accomnts, will be, into the nature, and quality, of 


mens ſpiritual-ſtatez and\condition : And. he' will ex- 


amine their wayes and converſations,-as an Cvi- 


dence: of their eftate. $o that here 1s the great 
matter.to be ſought after, whether you are con- 


' yeitzd or uaconverted; whether you are implant- 


eq:nto Chriſt, or belong to the kingdom of the 
devil,:7at, 25. 32 33. Before him ſhall be gather= 
ed all nations, and. be ſhall ſeparate thens one from an- 
other, as a ſhepherd djvideth his ſheep from the gots 
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goats on the left. 

3. Unleſs your ftate be caanged, and your 
hearts ſanAified and renewed by the holy Ghoſt, 
you have na intereſt in the bloud of the Covenant, nor 
can you plead any title to the death of Feſws Chriſt, 
the Mediator of the Covenant : mhatſcever reforma- 
- tion be nrought in your lives. For 1t is by tne Sp1- 
rity and taith, that perſons ares united unto 
Chriſt, and ingraffed into him : without which 
there can be. no ſaying intereſt in him,z Cor. 5.17. 
If any man be in Chriſt, he ts anew creature. Rom. 
3. 9g. Now f any man have uot the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he 15 none-of his. | 

That's the firſt inftance, as to the matter of 
. Religion... 4.) 2» 

2. The generality of people confine their 
Religion onty wo ſpiricaal exerciſes, and immediate 
worſhip : But they wind it nt in their ſecular aff airs1 
aud civil negotiations,and inployments. They chink 
\chat Religion herh only in hearing the word of 
God, and praying, and receiving Sacraments, and 
the like. Bat when they come to. their particular 
callings, and places, nl the buſineſſes of this-world, 
there they. conclude they may take their liberty, 
as being things of anochernature, wherein god- 
lineſs 1s not concerned, Do not you follow their ex- 
ample in ſo doing : But labour to ſet the Lord al- 
wayes before. you, Pſal. x6. 8, and to intereſt 
the glory of God, in all your undertakings. Thus 
in a meaſure it will be inthe day of converfion, 
Ztch. 14.20. In that day ſhall there be _ - 
"OS 
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And he ſhall fet the ſhery on his right band, but " 7 


Wells of the horſes, Fiolinaks unto. the Lord : dnd 
the pots in the Lords houſe ſhall be like the bonls before 
the altar, Yeay every pot in Jeruſalem, and in Ju- 
dah, ſhail be Holineſs unto the Lord of Hoſts, 
In that day, i. e. When the Spirit is poured out 
upon the ſervants of God, Chap. 12.9,10. When 
the people are waſhed from their gu:Jt, in the 
fountain that 1s ſet open for ſin,and uncleanneſs, 
Chap. 13-1. Then they w1ll carry themſelves in 
ths fort, ſo as to intereſt Religion in all theis 
concernments, To this purpoſe remember theſe 
$:»0 0; three motives. _: 1 
' I+ That the mrd of God, in its direftive poxer 
and influence, is veryextenſive, and exceeding broad. 
It reacheth to all the particulars of a mans life: 
and carriage. It 1s not only a rule for giidanee: 
$in matrers. of zor(þip, but takes in all our aff 1irs 1n 
this world, within the compaſs of it, Pſal. 
19.96. 1 have ſeen an end of all perfeftiony but 
by commandment is exceeding broad. How broad 
Is 1t ? hy, It 1s of as great a latitude os the one 
and, as tne corruption of nature is on the ather ; 
which, you know,brings pollution and defilements 
into all our wayes and aftairs:Ttrices a large cir- 
uit ; it 15 of the ſame extent with all the work--: 
os. of a mans heart; Ir 1s of equal latitude 
ad comprehenſiveneſs, as a mans life upon 
earth. hen thou poeſt, it ſhall lead thee : when thos 
eepeſt, it ſhall keep thee : and when thon awakeſt, it 

ball talk with thee. a 
2. Except you intereſt God in yoar ſecular concern- 
ents, and manage them in ebedience ts hs will, and _ 
rith a due ſulordination to his plory, Hew can you 
ewfortably expeft his gracioms preiiund ith yeu, and 
| bis 
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bis blefſing upon yorur affairs > Wherever you would c 
-have God to go with.ycu, by the influence of by | * 
graces you muſt ſtudy to walk with God in he ex- " 
erciſe of your graces. Tf you would keep under A 


the verge of his merciful promiſes, you muſt have 
a conſcientious regard to his divine precepts. You I* 
cannot look that the Lord ſhould ſucceed and I 
proſper your bufineſs in the world, to your ggod; | R 
unleis you manage 1t in a ſubſerviency to his ho- 
nour and glory, Prove 3. 6, In. all thy wayes ac- 
knoaledge him, and he ſhall divett thy paths, © tl 

Zo It You. are earthiy, and ſenſaal, and do, nit 0; 
walk with God, in your particular places, and callings, ol 
and theu think to make it up by dnties of worſhip, Such | 


' worſhip is deteſtable in his fight, and will not be re-. 
ceived favourably at your hands, God will reckon 
all ſuch a&s of worſhip, but as the diſſimularion * 
of hypocrites, who pretend to love him, but are /} ; 
indeed his enemies, For. 7. 9, 10, II, Will ye 
ſteal, and murder, and commit adultery, and ſmear 


4 


falſely, and barn incenſe unto Baal, and walk after 


ether Gods whom ye know nor; And come and ftand h 
before we in thes houſe, which us called by my name, |}, 
and ſay, We are delivered tg do all theſe abominations, | p 
Is thts houſe hich is called by my name,become a den of [4 
robbers in your eyes ? Behold 1 have ſeen it, ſaith the ſ 
Lord. Do you think by religious exerciſes,and | , 
acts of devotion, to expiate the guilt of your un- |, 
righteous dealings and other crying enormities ? fl 
Behold I have ſetn it, ſaith the Lord ; lee. not only [ 
with an eye of obſervation and knowledge, but | 


with an eye of indignation and fury ; I will re- 
compence your wayes upon your heads. Brethren, 
let every manwherein he is called, therein abide with 


God, 


w— 


God, 1 Cor. 7. 24. Let pure Religion, and the 
fear of the Lord, go with you into your fields, 
and accompany you in your markets, and abide 
with you in your ſhops, and be cloſely impacted 
and: interwoven, with all your civil offirs. As be 
which hath catled you is holy, ſo be ye holy in all man= 
ner of converſation, T Pet. I. I5, | 

\ This is the ſecond inſtance, as to the matter of 
Religion. | 


=Y 
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7 3- The multitude are &tcnſtomed te place 
their Religion only in external performances and 
| outward aft; of piety : But they little ſtudy to ingage 
'> | their hearts and ſpirits in the ſervice of God. They 
b oive him their bodies and otward demeanonr z 
= Þbur ſurely, chink they, our thenghts are free 5 and 
they heed not to mortifie vile and inordinate_ 
affetions, provided that they break not forth 
into any overt atls of ungodlineſs, Prov. 21, 2. 
Every way of aman is riohs in his own eyes -: but the 
Lord pondereth the hearts; q. d, Men commonly 
negle& the conſideration of their hearts; they 
think it enough to mind their outward ations, 
but httle. regard the workings of their ſpicits, 
But, ye, »y beloved, keep your hearts above all 
keeping : Give unto God your. very ſouls and 
ſpirits, and ſee that all that is within you be:em- 
ployed in his ſervice, Pſal. 103. 1, 2, Let ws 
cleanſe our ſelves from all-the filthineſs, both of the 
fleſh and ſpirit, 2 Cor. 7, 1. And- therefore be 
mach in the ſtudy of theſe three confiderations fol- 
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I, {he greateſt number of tranſgreſſions, whereof 
funers are ordinatily guilty, are fins of the ſpirit; and 
| | the 
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bitation'there. As the heart of: man is the curſed 
principle, from whence they flow ; ſo it is the ſhop; 
where they are forged. Theſe ſpiritual fins are 
the moſt deyiliſh. wickednefles, as carrying the 
greateſt conformity and reſemblance to the 
deeds of the Prince. of darknefs. And then, as I 
faid, they are ever the greateſt number, Pov.26. 
25 . When he ſpeaketh fair, believe him not : for there 
are ſeven abominations in his heart. Seven abomi- 
nations, j- &: a mnttiflide of abominations, wick-, 
ednefles of every kind. For one groſs act of 
»nrder committed, there is rhuch harred, and 
malice, which are ſpiticuft murder, in the fight of 
God. For one yobbery done,, there 18 abundance 
of envy, and covetouſneſs. For one groſs act of for- 
nication Or adultery, there is much finfal laſting, 
which 1s adultery jn the heart. Now where fin 
hath irs principal reſidence, there ſhould a 
Chriftian be moſt vigilant and careful. 

2+, God doth judg, and paſs ſentence upon mens out- 
ward attions, according as the heart ts ingaged in them. 
So much of the ſpiric as is imployed 1n duty, ſo 
much worth and excellency in the duty : and fo 
much of the heart as is ſet upon the commiſſion 


of a fin, ſo much malignity and ſinfulneſs is therein, 


Teri't7« 10. I the Lord ſearth the heart, I try the 
reins, evento glue eviry man according to his mayes, 
and according to the fruit of his doings, Jer. 30, 21. 
who ts thes that engaged his heart to approach unto meg 
ſaith the Lord> © OED 
3. The God whom me ſerve, and with whom in all 
eoncernments we have t0:do, ts ſuch a being as we call 
4 ſpiritnal. being, that'js, incorporeal, and mon 
Sal | Ana 
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the miff heinous impieties beep. their tefdente and hat j 
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| And therefore bare exterr h 
1 - carry no proportion, or ſuitableneſs to his na- 


* religion. 


- 4- Moſtperſons limit their religion to 4 free- 
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ture and excellencies. That ſervice which is 
acceptable unto God, muſt have in ſome mea- 


erfections of the God, that is ſerved. It.muſt 
bo a walking worthy of the Lord, Col, 1,10. Now 
this can never be abſolved by meer outward de- 
votion. For God ts 4 ſpirit, and they that worſhip 
him, muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth, Jo. 4 
24. We are the circumciſion, who worſhip God in the 
ſpirit, Phil. 3 3. , 
That's the third inſtance, as to the matter of 
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dom and alſtinence from greſſer als of pollntion, and 
heinous enormities ; But they make nothing to ſwal- 
low down leſſer impieties, that make noſach noiſe in the 
ears of the world, Provided they be not drunkards 
and /zeqrers, and guilty of ſuch'other aRts of de= 
bauchery ; they think ſome lighter offences are 
inconfiderable, What if they take liberty, now 
and then to talk vajnly, and frathily,and wantonlyd 
What if they defraud, and go beyond theip bre- 


| thren, if it be but in a ſw>all matter, wherein they 


receive no great damage ordetriment ? Surely, 
think they, we need nor be ſo exaRt and preciſe as 
to theſe thnngs. But, wy brethren, do not yot 
write after their copy ; ſtand you in awe of the 


{leaſt of Gods commandments. Whatſoever is 


the objeC of divine diſpleaſure and indignation, let 
it be the object of your hatred and deteſtation, 
Take the prayer of David for your pattern, Pſa. 

| 4 nz, 
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ſure » an anſwerableneſs unto the nature and 
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perſons-whom the Lord hath blefſed, #h» are an- 
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any iniquity have doinion over me. Theſe are the 


defied Tit the way, that walk in the law of the Lord : 
Theſe-aiſo do no iniquity * they nalk in his wayess 
Plal.:t19. tr, 3. Iſa. 56.1, 2: 

Beſides what I have mentioned in this caſe, in 
the doftrinal part of this ſuvjeft, let me give you 
farcher theſe three particolars. | 

I. Leſſer ſs, if theyre maintained and allowed, 
and harbogred in the heart; if they are caſtomarily 
prattiſed in the life, they become, npon that account, 
exceeding b:jnoys, The greateft ſums are made, 
up of anites ; the vaſteſt mountains are made 
of ſmall duſt and gravel, that will crumble be+ 


tween the fingers. Smaller iniquities continued 
| In, will bring upon the ſoul a Toad of guilt, of 


weight enough to fink ir int» the pit of deftru- 
ion. Is the matter little, wherein: thou fan- 
neft ? and ſo thy tranſgreſſions ſmiall as thou ina- 
gine(f ? Yet the cuſtom in fin is no ſmall matter : 
and perhaps the aggravating circumſtances may 
be very heinous, when thou finneſt againſt light, 
and knowledg, and under the means of graces 
2 Pet. 2. 14. An heart they have exerciſed with c0- 
veto prabliſes; curſed children; Mark it, theres 
fore-vile wretches, accarſed children, decauſe ac- 
cuſtomed to that which is evil. Hereby ſinners 
are ſhut up as in a'priſon, fettered and manacled 
that they cannor: get free, Jer. 13. 23. Canthe 
Ethiopian chang his skin, wr the Leopard bis ſpots ? 


" Then. miy'ye alſo do good, that are accuſtomed todo 


E vil . 4 45.50 
2+ Leſſer fins, as thou accounteſt them, will make 
£3) ay 


21% 133." Ord myſteps in thy words and let ndt | 


Sas. | : 
dy for preater $ and ſerve the devil as awengine, 
whereby to carry finners to the moſt horrid abomina= 
tions, You read of the 
wiles, and methods. * of the Ss. 
deyil. He carrieth on his _ T0008 
work. of deluding and de- ">" ee 
ſrof1ng ſouls, orderly, and aerhodically. And this | 
is one of his uſual methods: He is not wont to 
tempt men to the hejghthr of wickedneſs pre- 
ſently, but firſt he makes way into the ſoul by 
ſmaller tranſgreffions, that he may gradually 
bring him to comply with greater, 2 Tim. 2, I6. 
Shun profane and vain bablings, for they will increaſe 
unto more anpodlineſs, Prov.23.31,3243 3+ Look not 
ths upon the wine when it ts red, when it giveth his 
colour in the tap, when it movith it ſelf arioht. At 
the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and Ringeth like an 
adder. Thine eyes ſhall behold Bangs women, and 
thine heart ſhall utter perverſe things. Tipting and 
drinkings, will in a while become drunkeneſs and 
debauchery, wanton words and dalliances will bring 
forth adulteries. Forgetfulneſs of God will in- 
creaſe, till it grow up into atheiſm. He that 
taketh liberty ro allow himſelf in the ſmalleſt 
itr,pieties, 15 like one that breaketh up an hedg 
whereby an entrance is ſet open, for the whole 
herd of ungodlineſss | , | | 

3. The [malleſt ins, if continued in, will bring as 
certain damnatim wpon the ſinner, 4s the greateſt. 
'Chongh the Jeftruckion of heinous ſinners will. 
be wore ſore, yet the deſtruction of ſuch as live in 
{efſer tranſvreſhons will be as ſure and unavoida- 
ble, For falvarion and damnation, according to. 
the tenonr of the goſpel, do not lie in the ſwall- 


neſs 


* Eph. 6. 11. T&s 
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neſs or greatneſs of the fins committed ; but in 
mens repentance, Or impenitence 1n a courſe of fin, 


Mat. 5. 19. Whoſcever therefore ſhall break, one of _] 


the leaſt. of theſe commandments, and ſhall teach men 


fo, he ſhall becalled the leaft in the kingdom ef heaven, 
Ezek. 18. 30+ Repent and turn yoar ſelves {rim all 
your tranſegreſſuuns 5 {o 11quity ſhall aAot be Jour 
YHIRGs, - * jE.>. | - 

Thar's the fourth, inſtance ys to the matter of 
religion. , - | 
5+. Laſtly, The generality of people put much of 
their religion, in the obſerving of places, where the 
worſhip. of God #5 performed. And they think it doth 
rach adde to the excel: ency of their worſhip, when it 


7s tendered and diſcharged in fach places, As if 
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that were the main matter to be regarded : Tney 


look upon them as holy places, * They little mind 
to. make evangelical applications unto. Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to get into him ; they ſeldom think 
of. putting their offerings into his hands, who #«& 
conſecrated to be ow High-Prieſt fur ever z or of 

reſenting their ſacrifices, by laying them upon 
that Go{pe! altar, appointed to ſanctifie all our 
ſpiritual duties : But if they pray in ſuch a place, 
and-hear the word iz. ſach a pl-ce, 'then they hope 
the:r prayers will be acceptable, and their hear- 
ing. tend to their ſalvation. I am perſwaded, 
theſe are apprehenfions rivited in the hearts of 
the moſt, That the worſhip of God ts far more ac- 
ceptable and pleapng nnto God, if performed there, 
then it t in any other place nhatſucver. But, my be- 
[oved, be not je l;ke unto them : But make ſure 
your intereft in the righteouſneſs of the Lord 
| Jeſus, 
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Jeſus, and make uſe in every place of his Adyos 
carethip, and interceſſion ; and then you may come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, to obtain mercy, and to 
find prace to help in time of need, Heb. 4. 16. Mark 
that paſſage of the Apoſtle Paui to Timothy Tim. 
2. 8. I will therefore that men [ry every nhere, 
lifting ap holy hands, withoat wrath and doubting, 
Mind it Sirs, Ic isnot ſo much to be regarded, 
in what place you pray, as with what ſpirit, and 
affections, with what holineſs of heart, and with 
whar faith and fervency you pour our your ſup- 
plications. It is a corrupt zetion and fancy (a 

. Fewiſh tancy) to put holineſs now in the dayes of 
the goſpel in one place rather than another. It 
isa Popiſh and Anti-chriſtian notion. For they 
make pilprimages for devotion, to this and the 
other holy place, And for my part I am apt to 
think, that if ever God ſhall pleaſe to ſuffeg 
Popery with its pollutions and idolatries to prevail 
again in the Nations, out'of which it hath been 
extirpared z this very principle of the Holineſs 
of places, being rivited in the hearts of the w#/- 
gar, will contribute no little affiſtance, to che 
introduition and ſettlement thereof, Now to clear 

up the truti in this particular, more diftinetly, 

let us firſt concede and grant, what 1s to 1:4 
oranted, in reference to places of worſhip. Ape 
there are: thefe five things muft be acknow- 
ledged. | 

1. That it ts not only lawful, but commendable, to 
appoint and beſtow publike places and buildings. upon the 

Churches of Cbriſt, fer their attendance upn thewor- 

ſhip of God, Not to render the worſhip be:ter, and 
more acceptable, becauſe there performed z but 
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for their commomonſneſs and conveniency mn aitten- 


dance thereon.” It was an a& of kindneſs in Dhi- - 


[emin, to afford the Church, a rom in his howſe, 


for their religious Aﬀemblies. Phiſem. 2. Much 
more'1s it to erect an edifice, purpoſely to that 


end. | 

2. Theſe places and Laildings ſo deſigned and proe 
vided, «re wrdinarily to be preferred befire other pla- 
ces when the worſhip in them performed i according 


to Chriſts inflitation, and the people of God joyn 


wnanimonſly tooether in manzoing the ſervice 
God, iccording to hu will. Notas if fuch a place 
61d meliorate the worſhip, or contribute any real, 
inirinſickworth thereunto, more.than if perfor- 
med elſewhere : Bat only for convenience ſake as 
before. Chriſtians will commonly reſort thither 
with greater freedom, and without thoſe ſſpicions 
and jealouſ;es, which ſometimes are in their ſpi- 
rits, of bemg burdenſome to the ' people, mn 
waoſe habitatiens they convene. Andunlelievers 
and fuc2 4s re without, will eafier be induced to 
come tnere, "that they may hear the word, and 
inder{t:na what is ſpoken in defence of the diftrines 
of godl:,neſs : who « may pYflibly 'be ſavingly 
wrought upon, ro converſiicny and Carried further 
than ever was intended by them throvgn the 


powerful eſhkcacy of Goſpel Adminifirations, 


1 Cr, 14. 24, 25. 

Z- Injuch places, all ihings requiſite for an aſſems 
bly of Chriſtians, ouhgt to be fitted and diſpoſed in a 
fees y aha decent manner ; and crdered to the beſt 
advantage of the congreoaton 5 Tnat matters may 
be carried on in a comely way, with Jeaſt diſtur- 
Dance, or cauſe of diſtraction, 1 Cur. I 4. 40, 
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reftc&t diſhonour, or contenipt, upen the worſhip of Godg 
which ts there performing or hath been performed ; or 
that may render the place unmeet for religinns ſervices 


afterwards, Not as if the bnilding were more holy 


than others ; but becauſe it is fintul by any means 
to cait diſgrace upon holy duties z wherein our 
buſineſs confilteta in attendance upon the-Great 
King, the Lord of hiſs, Whoſe name is dreadful 
throug302t tae earth ; and 
who 15 a jealows God, even 4 
conſuming fire, Deut.4. 24. 

5. Laſtly, let 1t be obſerved, That the opinion 
of the holineſs of one place above another ts, for the meſt 
part, but a fond conceit that bath ohtainzd amongſt the 
altitude of the mt igncrant people 5 the tinQure of 
which conceit hath , mot improbably, continued 
from the very daies of popery, as their addi&ted- 
neſs to ſome other fopperies hath done. But it 


See Mr. Jeukins's 
Farewell Sermons. 


-1S an opinion exploded and refefted by the Prote- 


ſtant Churches, This 1s conſpicuouſly evident a- 
monelt onr ſelves. 1. By the general permiſ- 


ſion of Schoolmaſters and Writing Maſters to teach | 


in ſuch places. 2. By the uſral meetings there 
aboultiall Pariſh affairs, as rating aſſeſſments, and 
oiving orders for mending high-xayes, and the 
like. 3. Bytthe publike order for private dwel- 
lings to be erected in ſeveral of /ach places in the 
oreat (ity, whereby they are converced to civil. 


_ uſes. For as for the papalizing doftrines and ſuper- 


ftitiou praftiſes of ſome, whereby the* vulgar are 
hardened , in their apprehenfions , being but 
the off-/pring of their own brain, it is equita- 
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. Hil manner of irreverent, and unſeemly athis.. _ 
 - 06 ,-mnſt be alſtained from in ſuch places, as any way ©. 
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ble they be laid at xa door but their: ow. | 
Theſe particulars lein:g premiſed, let me lay down 
and confirm thu plain |:{1on, further than decency, 
and EUnVeniency mm atieied ince upon the worſhip of God, 
there ts no-manner of holintſe, now 11 the dayes of 
the ovſpel, in oze place more than another, ny hath 
one place jreheminence above another; This ſeems 
to. De covertly zntimated Dy onr Saviour, Jo. 4. 
21, 23- Waere the queſtion was, touching the 
place of worſhip whether upon mount Geriz:me, 
Or 11 Tera. alem. Teſs fe aith ante ker, womany believe 
me , the hear cometh when ye ſhall neither in this 
mountain, nor yet at Jer:ſa- 

* Fiturum tempus gia [op worſhip the father * Byt 


tie novileftamenti, eua- , , k 
: 9 CirnECtl), AN 25 
Cuantis wtrumqiic locums, ** hboure cometh, and now t5y 


imo omnrm locum; pre. Then the true w-rſhippers ſhall 
dicit. Per bac duo ex- worſhip the Father in ſpirit 
Cluſa loca (neque in hoc and trach, As 15 onr Savi- 
os Fs ue our had ſai0, the time 1s 
ie ate loca Cajer. ſhortly at hand, rhe goſpel 
| | ſtare of the Church, when all 
c.fterence of places, as to the worſhip of God, 
{hall ceaſe: and the main things to be lookt 
afrer therein, will be whether the worſhio of 
God ve ipiritually performed, and according to 
his own preſcriptien and inſtitution. This 15a 
leflon ard wiradtion hardly learnt by ſome, 
wao mand formes and ceremonies, more than the 
life and {zl{fance of godlineſsz and whoſe intereſt 
leacs them to oppole ſuch truths. And therefore 
give me ]-1ye to hint nnto you theſe funr things, 

1. "hire very ſynagogues, or places of pablike 


&. 


aſſembli's amoneſt che Ferre, had nothing of holineſs in 


£603 above other paces; only they were appointed for 


convenience 


' convenience in the ſerving of. 
ces where their Courts of jadicature met, as well 
as their religions exerciſes were performed. On 
the week daies their civil courts were convene 
in them, and on the ſabbath day their relig10%s 
aſſemblies. AS if there "NE 

Hthould be a meeting of —_— — 
Chrittians in Gaild-hall, or - places of mecting ; as 
in Weſtminſter-hal, whexe well for civil, as ſacred 
at other times the Judges Affairs. Eng, Annot. in 
fit. And .therefore you Vat 10: I7e 
read of Beating in their Synagognes, At. 22. 19s 
And paniſhing oft in every Synzo0gue, ACTS 26. Teo 

And Chriſt tells his- diſciples, chat they ſboald be 
brought unto the ſynagagnts, aud unto magiſtrates and, 

poxers, Luke 12.11. And that they ſhoald be deli- 
vered up to the ſynagogues, and into priſons , being 
brogght before Kings and ralers for his names ſake» 

Luke 21.12. 1: any perſons ſhall ſay toat tne 
Jews had rwo ſorts of Synagogues, one for re- 

1:ig10us and the other for civil aflemblies; their 

proof 1s expected. Bare an{criptural aſſertions weigh 
little in the balance with underſtanding Chriſtians. 

2. Whereas ſome fetch their arguments from the 
holineſs of the Temple and tabernecle of old, and apply 
to places, now the p:ſſages that are »pon record con= 
cerning the ſanttaary , there needs little pains th be 
taken to ſhew the weakneſs and invalidity of ſuch arghte 
. ments.. Who knoxeth not, that they were places de- 
ſigned and ſerapart by God himſelf, and appointed 
as Symbols of his preſence? 2 Kings 23. 27. Heb. 
8. 5. #ho knoweth not, that they were tipes and /ha- 
 dows of good things to come, and therefore to 
continue till the time of reformation > Chriſt E 
L 4 hath 


God. They were pla= | © 


\ -v \ 
— 


bath put anend to theſe Itgal ceremonies, He came 

| " and rabernacled + )amongſt 
+ *Eouwvogty Jo. 1. . us. He ſnffered \death is 
=...  theTemple * of-his body 
* Toh.,2.21,22. _ Who knoxtth not, "that there. 

| were ſpecial promiles of 
mercy annexed to worſhiping in the temple, and tg- 
wards the Temple ? 1 Kin. 8. 33, 38, 39. 1 King. 
9. 3. Letany of theſe be thewn concerning pla- 
ces of worſhip, now. in the times of the goſpel : 
elſe the argaments run 4 bacalo in angulum. The 
promiſe of acceptance 1s made. to the ordinances 


- and inftitutions of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to 


the perſons that wait lipon the Lord in thoſe inſti- 
tations, without any reſpect to the place. Where 
two orthree are gathered together in my name, there 
am in the midſt of them, Mat. 18. 20. Superſti- 
tion and will-worthip, humane inventions and 
obſervances of our own deviſing, are abomina- 
tions in the Gght of tae Lord, in what place ſo- 
evcr they are practifed : and religious duties of 
Gods appointment diſciarged according to his 
revealed will, are pleaſing unto the Lord, where- 
ſoever they are performed, God is graciouſly 


' preſent in the place, for his ordinance ſake, and 


- and not a whit the more 
amonelt them, fcr the places ſake, 1 (oro l. 2 3+ 
To them tht are ſanttified in Chriſt Teſws, called to 
be Sijrits, with all that 11 every place, call apon the 
name of eſtes Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and cars. 
Grace le ts y14, and peace, from God our Father, and 
fr wm ihe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And mark that emi- 
'nent propnecy of goſpel times, Mal. 1. 11, Fer 
trembe riſing of the fun, even unto the going ang = 
? | te 


for hs peoples ſake ; 


d - 
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"the ſame, my naw ſhall be. great among the Gentiles, 

and in every place incenſe ſhall be fred anto. my 
name and a pure offering : For my name ſhall be great 
among the heathen, ſaith the Lord of bilts. q. d. For 
the preſent, many parts of 'my ſolemn worſhip, 
are limited, and confined unto .certain places 
but the time is at hand, when my glory thall be 
revealed unto all people, and then the diftinition 
of places {hall de done away. 

3. The worſkip of Ged in the pure primitive timesy 
was perfurmed by the people of God, according to their 
conveniency, without being tied or reſtrained to cer- 
tain determimate places. See the example of Chrilt 
in the firſt place ; ſometimes he preacheth in the 
houſe , where the people were congregated, 
Again, at another time, by the ſea-fide and ont of 4 
ſhip; And ſometimes in the Synagogues : And 

when his audience was fo great, that a particu- 
lar building could not probably contain them, you | 
ſhall find him preaching «pon 4 mountain, Mat. 
5. I, 2, Mar. 2. 13: Mar. 4, 1,2. See the 
practiſe of believers, in {cripture times, after 
che'aſcenfion of Chritt. Then gy they met in 
private nouſes, * Becauſe , , conſucſcitis 
that was moſt convenient parte crimen.nobis maxie 
to avoid the fury of the ad- mun impictatis affigeres 
verſaries; who perſecmted quod neque xdcs ſacxas 
them: for their meetinos, This PVOcrationes ad officia_ 
is ſo plain and obvious coofranme”—— 
/ 23 CXEVUEINNG Rl d- nm 
thathe feems little to con Arnob, contra Gemies,/ 
ſult his readers patience, | 
that ſhall ſpend much time or paper in the proof 
. of it, Afts 2. 46. Afts 12.12, At 20.798. From 
hence, as { conceive, you haye that common ex- 


preſſion 
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lat, . - a , 
preſſion.in ſome of Payls Epiſtles, the Church that 
#& in ſuch a ones houſe, j. e, The Church that was 
wont there toaflemble, and meet together, to 
partake of the ordinances of the goſpel, 1 Cor. 
I6. 19. Col. 4. I5. Why elſe ſhould the Apo- 
ſtle ſpeaking of Priſcilla 'and Aquila, greet the 
Church in their hauſe > and preſently after chang- 
ing 91s expreſſion, ſalute Ar;tobalus honſhold, and. 
the houſhold of Narciſſus which were in the Lord ? 


Rom. 16. 5,10, I1. Well then , the Church of © PE 


Chriſt mecn any place, according to their con- | 
venience : And in this reſpe& thoſe publike 
buildings (which are commonly called Churches) 
are ordinarily to be preferred before otheppla- 
ces, where there 1s freedom for the purity of 
the worſhip of God ; as being beſt fitted, and 
ordered, for convenience. - 

But if the room of a private dwelling be large 
enough, for the company, that attend upon the 
ſervice of God, and fitly diſpoſed for orderli- 
_ neſs, and decency, in their attendance thereupon; 
' There 1s as great an excellency therein, and the 
duties there performed are as acceptable as in 
any other place whatſoever. For it paſſeth the 
reach of my underſtanding to conceive, how that 
croſtings and holy water,and ſuch ſuperſtitions de- 
* 8c Rbem. Anzet. in VIEeS With the reſt of the 
2 Tim. 4, ſe&, 12413.  p4geantry* uſedamonglht the 
Bellarm.. lib. 3, cap. 7. Papiſts in the conſecration of 
de Sanctis. Charches (wiere there are 
no footſteps in ſcripture, for dire&ion in ſuch a 
pradtiſe) ſhould any thing avail, to the putting 
aſtanding excellency in thoſe places. | 

4 Laſtly, let it be obſerved, that whereas —_ 

| | people 


- people aþe ont to have an high reverence, and eſtrem, 
| for ſuch 4 + ha and to' think, the worſhip of God ts 
' more atceptable therein, becauſe (5 they ſpeak) it is 

the Church, and the houſe of God ; this very thing ts 
one ſign and tcken of their ignorance. For the build- 
ing or {eruCture 1s calied che Church, only figura- 
tively and meronymicaily, becauſe the Clinrch 15 ac- 
cuſtomed there ts aflemble together. -As we call 
one place in-Feſtwinſter- ball the Court of Chan- 
cery, and another partition, the Court of commen 
pleas ; becauſe there thoſe courts are wont to fit 
for deciding of controverhes. Ele, jt i the con- 
gregation of the faithful, that 1 the Charch of Chriſt. 
The living members of Chriſt, & the ſervants of 
God are his houſe and tempie. And, wherever they | 
are wont to meet together, though in an upper 
chamber, that's the Chircn meronymically as well 
as any other building, which we uſualy fo call, 
At, 12+ 5» Prayer was made without ceaſing of the 
Church unto Gad for him, andv, 1. Herodthe King 
ſtretched firth his hands, to wex certain of the 
Church, x Cor. 14+ 12+ Seek that ye may excel, to 
the edifying of the Church, Eph. 5. 25. Husbands 
love your wivesy 4 Chriſt alſo lrved the Church, and 
gave;himſelf for it So/that, look what is the ob- 
jeR of the perſecution of the wicked ; by whom 
' are veayetid {upplicarions ſent up unto the 
throne of grace 3 #ho,are edified unto ſalvation, 
by the ordinances of the goſpel ; for whom Chriſt 
died and ſhed his precious bloud ; they are the 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt; and the place no otherwiſe, 
| than as there they congregate. Knoy ye not that 
ye arethe temple of God; and that the ſpirit of God 
dxedeth jn, you > 1. Core 3.16. For the temple of 

MITE God 
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God ts boly, which temple ye are, v- 17 Chriſt [was 
faithful] as 4 ſon over his own hogſe : whoſe honſe 
are wes if me bold faſt the confidence and the rejoycing | 
.. of the hope, firm unto the end, Hed, 3. 6. The per- ; 
ſecutors and the profane who vilifie the Saints | 
and ſet againſt them, 'are the perſons that are 
guilty of deſpiſing the .Church, and of bearing no 
reſpe& or reverence unto the Church. | 

So much for the ſecond point, -waerein it con- | 
cerns us to be cautious that we be not led by the 
multitude z namely as rs the matter of Religion 
wherein it 1s placed. ” 0 
ON nite 

3. See to it, that you be not carried down the 
ream with the multitude, ix reſpef# of the method, 
and order, wherein religion # proſecuted, The molt 
people purſue the intereſt of religion and the fear 
of the Lord in a ſecondary way; in a ſubſerviency 
to the promoting of Jome carnal and worldly intereſt. 
Men profeſs godlineſs, that they may be- ell 
eſteemed amongſt the godly ; that they may gain 
the favoar, or friendſhip, of this or the other holy 
man, from whom they expect to reap advantage ; 
that | they may get the better-credie among ſuch 
with whom they have todeal ; and ſo drive on 
their worldly defigns wich greater Jikelihood of 
ſucceſs, or the like. At leaſt th&f have ſome 
earthly and carnal intereſt, .which they purſue in 
coordination, and conjunttion, with the ſeryice of 
God. 'They think they may. ſerve God, and tne 
- world together;. that they may be. true Chri- 

4tians, and yet mwmonifts alſo. an; 
_ But, my beloved, be not ye- conformed: to'the 
miltitnde, : Serve the Lord in fingleneſs, and godly 
on ſcmplicit 
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| frinplicity of Spirit. -Let all other. concernments' 
. ſtoop to the matters of 'the kingdom of heayen. 
' Serve the Lord only, and »ndividedly, and dedi- 


cate your ſelves and all that you have wholly, and 


_ entirely, tothe maſters uſe. Let godlineſs have 


the preheminence, and ſuperiority, in all your affairs - 


' and: undertakings, Mar. 6.33. Seek ye firſt the 
kingdom of God and the righteouſneſs thereof : and all 


. theſe [ earthly] rhings ſhall be added unto you. How 


ſhould the kinzdom of God and the righteouf- 
neſs thereof be ſought after in the firſt place ? 
thy, there is a five-fold primacy, or priority, which 
they may juſtly callenge, and muſt of neceſſity be 
given them, it you will deal faithfully with God, 
and make ſore work, in the workings out your 
ſalvation. 1. They muſt have the priority, m re- 


ſpef# of our thoughts and ſtudies. This is- the main. 


bukineſs we ſhould aime at the accompliſhment 
of, and be plotting and laying contrivances, 


how to effe@t : That God-may be honoured by us, and. - 


| that we may get an intereſt in his favour, and in the 
light of his countenance. We may lawfully con- 


trive, how to manage the affairs of this world, 


with prndence and diſcretion : But our princi- 


pal care mult be, how to get a portian in the 
world to come, to lay hold 'on :eternal life, 


2 Tim. 2. 15. Study to ſhew thy felf 4 man approved 
of Ged, Prov. 4.7. Wiſdom ts the principal: thing, 
therefore get wiſdom, and nith all thy petting [ os 


above all thy getting] get underſtanding. Look: 
upon other matters as trifles in. compariſon of 
this, and lay them all afide till this be finiſhed. - 


2. They malt have the pricrity, or uppermoſt room, in 
our affettions. Theſe are the things which your 


hearts 


PF 


hearts muſt earnefly cent 6 and your ſpirits 
| be reſtleſs and indefatigable in the purſuance of | 
We may love. our relations, and comforts, in 4 
ſecondary way ; but the enjoyment. of God and 
his glory, muſt have the topand cream of our loye, 
Pſal. 63. I, $..0 God, thou art my God, early will | 
Teck thee © myſonl thirſteth for thee, my flzſh longeth 
far thee, in a dry and thirſty land, where no water ts, 
and v, 8. Ay ſoul followeth hard after thee, thy right 
hand upholdeth me.” 3. They muſt be firftly and 
primarily ſonght afcer, iz reſpett of the time of our 
lives, and pilgrimage upon the earth. We miſt give 
unto God the primirie. or firſt fruits of our deing, 
Eccl. 12.1. Remember now thy creatour , in the 
dayes of thy youth, while the evil dayes come nit, nor 
' theyears draw niph, when thou ſhalt ſay, I. have no 
pleaſure in them. ' 4. They muſt have the prioti- 
ty, and precedence, :ix reſþett of the work of every 
particalzr day., Fhe things of God ſhould enjoy 
Our virgin thoughts, ih the morning z - before:;they 
be. adulterated and embaſed with any lower mat- 
ters. How may-I be inſtramental to advance 
the exceileneies of. 'God. this day > what ſpe-, 
cual. corruptions have I to watch againſt ? and: 
what -ſpecial»temptations-:am I likely to meet 
wath ? /howmay. I fill-up' my -*place and relati- 
os: wita hofinefs.and:comfort to my :own ſoul: 
Pfal, 1.3918. When I awake. I am ſtill with thee. 
&; The things of God: muſt. have. the prehemi- 
nence, hen they.come in competition, with any other 
matters whatſoever. They muſt-out all corrupti- 
ons, [that are-incompatible therewith, and make 
alt mnterefts whatfocyer, bow. idown before them. 
They muſt have.the whole many and the whole 
ſtrength 
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 frrength, and the whole time of our lives, Mat. 2%. 
36, 37, 39. God doth account an hypocritical re- 
ligion, no betrer than arheiſm and infidelity z and 
a divided heart, to be a falſe heart, Religion in« 
deed, and the fear of the Lord, is of that power 
and purity, that it will not mangle intereſts with 
any other defign : it will be ſovereign com- 
mander wherever it comes, Mat. 5. 24. No man 
can ſerve two maſters. Te cannot ſerve God and 
 AMammon, Beſides, if you purſue any other 1n- 
tereſt in coordination With the intereſt of godli- 
neſs, it'is impoſſible you ſhould be ſtedfaſt in the 
covenant of God. Providences may ſo conceni- 
ter, that if you will not make ſhipwrack, of faith' 
and a good conſcience, you muſt caſt all your 
outward enjoyments overboard ; if you will hold 
faſt the truth, you muſt part with all things be= 
fides it, even your very lives, Mar. 8:34» 35» 
Whoſoever will come after me, let hins deny himſelf; 
and take up his croſs, and follow me. For whoſoever 
will- ſave his life ſhall loſe it : But whoſoever will 
z e ts life for my ſakey and the goſpels, the ſame ſhall 
ave it, | 
Thar's the :hjrd point, 1 intended to touch 

upon. | 
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4. Let not your demeanour be ordered after 
the example of the multitude, in reſpett of she time, 
and ſeaſon, when religion ts minded. Herein they. . 
commonly faulter, and you muſt not be follow= 
hay M them, This I ſhall branch forth into four 
PNeAAss | 

rt. eAsto the time in general, and the improve- 
ment of it, Moſt, even of thoſe that in e— 
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abhor to ſpend their daies in profaneſs and open 
abominations , «wake little conſcience of ſpending 
their times in idleneſs : Tf they ſhould employ it 
wickedly 1n rioting, and Jaxnry, and ſuch inordi= 
'nate courſes, they think they ſhould be worthily 
condemned : But they nzver regard the redetm- 
ing of time, or the right improvement of ir, that 
At may be profitably maniged, mn the doing; and 
getting of:goad. My breckren, beware that you 
tread not in their ſteps. But ſee that ye walk cir= 
cumfſpettly, not as fools, but as wiſe : Redeeming the 
time, becanſe the dayes are evil, Eph. 5.15, 16- 
And to this.purpole, let me beſeech you ſeri- 
oufly to ponder in your thoughts, and preſs upon 
your hearts, theſe three enſuing particulars. bp 

I: That the trade and employment of godlines, ts 4 
very buſy employment, ſuch as brings much work along 
#ith it, and hath abundance of «ffairs appertaining to 
jr.- Tf it be minded throuphly and gffeftually, you 
will find no'time to ſpare, to be ſpent unprofi- 
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you beſtr your ſelves to-purpoſe, your glaſs will 
berun out bzfore your ſpiritual work is at an 
Eng: and then you are undone eternally, and. 

_ Are@tdverably, For there i no work , nor device, 
Fo, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave, whither thou 
b p:eft, Eccl..9.10. The reaſon Sirs why men are 
: no more choyce of their tirze, is becauſe they are 
2 little ſenſible of the weight and prearneſs of their 
work. Did they. confiderately mind , how many 
ſpiritual leſſyns muſt be. learnt, how many ſfrong 
corruptions malt be mortified, what variety of. d#- 
ties there are to: be faithfully performed, what 
ſeveral methedsthe devil hath- wheredy to decews 
SW us 
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tably, or {quandred away upon yanity ; unleſs 
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ns in; his temptations, that ſhould be carefully 
_ enquired into, that he may not .get advantage 
* againſt ns, together warh the. difficalries n—_— 
_, upon each of theſe 3 nould they trifle away their 
Times as if they. had nothing todo> D d we conſult 
the ſcriptures, and-ſee what 18 expected ar our 
Aanzs 1n order to eternal lite 3; {urely we ſhould 
de ready to anſwer, when our finful temper 
prompts us foſlothin/nzſs, or. when any vanities 
and follies invite ns to {lacken our pace, as Ne- 
bemiah anſwered the adverſaries, Neb. 6. 3. Þ am 
| doing a great work, ſo that 1 cannot come down : Why 
fheuld the work ceaſe, whilſt I leave it, and come down 
to you ? T am exerciting my ſelf in a buſy buſineſs, 
ofeverlaſting weight and moment, and it inf- 
nitely concerns me not to do it by halfes, or leave 
it unfiniſhed, and unperfected z even in laying 
up in (tore a good foundation againſt thetime 
to come, that I may lay hold upon eternal life s 
Why ſhogld the wcrk ceaſe, whilſt I ſpend my time in 
crifies? T have not an'hour to'ſpare, that may be 
paſſed away in 1aleneſs and negligence ; in do:ng 
nothing or what 1s as good as nothing, * 

2. 1his was one of the ſins of Sodom, for whicn 
they were deſtroyed in ſnch a dreadful manner, by fire 
from heaven, and upon whica accognt they are ſet forth 
as an example, [offering the vengeance of eternal fire ; 
namely the ſpending their time in idleneſs,and vanity; 
without taking care for the right improvement of it. 
And very probably this fin might be a means to 
carry them into thoſe other horrid abominationsy 
for which they are branded to all the ſucceeding 
generations.For when men take liberty to ſpend 
their time in idleneſs, and make no conſcience of 
laying 
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laying it ont, to the ends for which they are in© 
truſted with it, they will ſoon be wronght upon 
to ſpend it wicked/y, Through idleneſs and floth- 
fulneſs(or tha: which 1s 14ntamomnt) vain delights 
and fooleries, finners are obnoxious and expoſed 
to all Satanical affaults, ready to run upon any 
of the devils errands. Whereas if Chriſtians 
wereexa&, and conſcientious, in filling up their 
time with duty, there would be no ſuch room 
left open, for the devils ſuggeſtions toenter in 
at : Beſides it's putting them under . the verg of 
Gods protection and ſafe cuſtody, Ezck. 16. 49. 
Behuld this-was the iniquity of thy ſiſter Sodom : 
pride, fulneſs of bread, and abundance of idleneſs was 
in her, and in her daughters, | 
3. This ts one of the Talents, for which you are 
ftriftly accountable, at the great and notable day of the 
Lord, vize All the time of your continuance upon the 
Face of the earth, You read, the kingdom of heaven 
is compared to a man travelling into a far coun- - 
trey, who called hs ſervants, and delivered cer= 
tain T alenty-nnt6 them, to be imployed according 
_ to their ſeveral abilities. And after a long time, 
the Lord of thoſe ſervants cometh and reckoneth 
with them, Now pray what are thoſe Talents, which 
God will cali 14 to a reckoning for? Why,as there are 
talents of grace, {0 there are talents of nature : ſuch 
as ftrength of body, parts, and endowments of 
the mind, and the like, And amongſt theſe, the 
time which 1s allotted tous is not the meaneſt, 
or leaſt conſiderable. How hath that been ma- 
naged, in the Maſters ſervice > What good have: 
you done anſwerably to the time you have en- 
joyed > Kev. 2+ 21. 1 gave her fpace to repent of her 
TY | fornication 


bc 


| 


EE 
fornication, and ſhe repented not. And mark it, my 
beloved, If you would come off with comfort at 
the day of accounts, and be found unco praiſe 


and glery, at the glorious appearance of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it will not be enough to 
plead that you ſpent not your time prophanely, or 
licentionſly : Te will ſnffice to bring you under a 
ſentence of condemnation , if it were ſpent 
idly, vainly, and wnprofitably, Mat. 25, 30. Caſt ye 
the unprofitable ſervant into outer darkneſs, there ſhall 
be weeping, and pnaſhing of teeth. What millions 
of gold wo1ld finners then give, for the leaſt 
portion of that time to repent in, which riow they 
throw aways as if it were not to he regarded? 

This is the firft thing] would note, as to the 
time of religion, when 1t 15 minded. 


3. Inreſyef of the ſpecial time, that * to be con- 
ſecrated, and appropriated to the more immediate ſer- 
viceof Grd. The multitude have been much ſet 
upon the obſervat ion of the dages, of mans de- 
viling and inventing 3 but little concerned in 
the ſanctification of the Lords day. If they ſpend 
two or three hours in the pablikg exerciſes of reli- 
7ion, then they think themſelves acquitted for 
the reſt of that day : they find their own plea- 
ſures, and follow thejr recreations, and ſports 
they let their tongues looſe, to vain and worldly 
diſcourſes ; if they have any vifit to make, or 
merriment to de at, this is the day wherein they 
have beft leiſure for it. And yet, 4s the whore in the 
Proverbs, they. wipe their mouths, and ſay, Ye 
have done no wickedneſs, Bat ye, my friends, be not 
ted with the ſpirit of the multztude ; Give 

| = | unto 


q ""z 


& "7 16, - wh - 
unto the Lord that which is due unto him. He 
hath eracioufly allowed you fix dayes, for your 
own iumployments, wherein you may lawfully 
labour, and do all that you have togg; and he 
hath reſerved a ſeventh day for h:m(ſelf, 4 whale ſe- 
venth day, as he hath granted unto us the fix. Do 
. not grudg the Lord, and your fouls, this eqnita- 
ble and mercifu! proportion. B2 not as the rich 
man in Nathans par avIe, who had many flocks and 
berds ; ; and yer W hen tne wa)faring Mn Came to 
him, ne ſpare. to take of his own flock, ' but rook 
the poor mats lamb, ihat lay inhis boſom, and 
drefled it for the man that was come unto him, 
2 Sam. 12, Thus, do the carnal world deal with the 
God of heaven 5 He hath given to them 4 whole flock 
of dirs, and kept unto himſelf but ove Lamb, the 
Lords day: And yet when tney have a journey to 
take, orancrrand to do, ſome mirch and plea- 
ſure to follow, or bodity eaſe to indulge ; they 
ſpare of their own fluck, and makbe beld with b 4 Eoods. 
Bur, my brethren, be not ye like unto them 5 As 
you 1 world expe& a vleing npon your fouls, ant 
a blefI6g upon your labottrs un the fix dayes,>e 
careful of che ſpiritual and entire ſan&tification 
of the L:rds day, the C prift ian Sabbath. For bleſ- 
fed is the maa that doth tits, and the ſon of mn that 
| layeth huid on ity that beepech the Sabbath from pol- 
Lutingit, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil, 

T{a. $6. 3, 

That yon may be careful in the diſcharge of 
t1s grett daty, and not fall thort of the” bleſ- 
| ſednelſs thereto annexed, ſuffer me to leave up = 
02 you a few words, by way of advise and 
Ct waſel. : 
T. Stady 


, 1 - 


I. Study much the myrality of the Law of God, © _— 
concerning the weekly Sabbath : That it is a command= | 
ment which carries with it a perpetual and ever- 
laſting obligation. The ceremonial Sabbaths were 
odſervan@s that diſappeared, vpon the death of 
the Lord our righteouſneſs : Waen the Sun was 
riſen 1n bis glory, the ſpadoxts vaniſhed : Bit 
tne weekly Sabbath was appointed to continue in 
the Church of Chriſtunto the end, B= well ſet- 
Ted, 1 ſay, mn his oreat trith : For if there be 
heſitation in your thoaghts, Of the obligation of the 
commandment, you will proportioaadly waver 
in your obedience vnato the commandment. Waver- 
ing and arſtedfift obedience, # rhe nſnal produtt of 
finttuxtino apprehenſions. An unſetled judgment 
will other in umnconſtant ſervice. And therefore 
be well verſt in the morality of the weekly Sab- 
bath. 1. It yas part of the Lan given unto onr firſt 
parents, in the ſtate of innocency : wen there was 
no ground for diſtin&ion of J:w and Gentile, 
Gen. 2.2, 3- Axd on the ſeventh day God ended his 
work which he had made. And God bleſſed the ſe- 
venth day and ſanttified it, becauſe thar in it hehad 
refted from all his work nhich God created and made. 
And our Saviour, in his ſermons, when h2 was 
upon the earth, endeavoured to reduce th2 peoe 
ple unto the Inſtitutions of God, as they were eft.1- 
bliſhed from the beginning, Mat. 19, 8, The argu- 
ment, indeed, 1s preſied as to the. ordinance of 
mirriage ; but the reaſon nolds the ſame in rela- 
tion unto the Sabbath. 2, tr was not delivered by 
way of appendix, or additament : to another precept, 
but jt ts in it ſelf, one entire precept of the Decalogue ; 
One of thoſe ;en words which were wrot? 4n 
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tables of ſtone, by the Lord of hoſts, Dent. 10. 4, 


If the lay of the Sabbath be abrogated, it will 
from thence follow, that there are bat nive com- 
mandments 5 whereas the Holy Ghoſt expreſly 
mentioneth them to be zen, Exod. 3& 25. Dear. 
10. 4. And this precept 1s written, as one of 
them, Exod. 20.8. Dear. 5. 12,13, 14- When 
Chriſt was entring upon his diſcourſe concern= 
ing the x Commandments, ,in vindicating ſeve- 
val of them, from the falſe glsſſes and incerpre- 
tations of tne Scribes and Phariſees, he delivered 
before hand this doctrine of the perpetuity, of 
tne obltgatory yerive of the Laws it. 5,17,18- 
Think not that I am come to deſtroy the Law, or the 
Prophets. TI am not came to deſtroy, but to fulfil; For 
zerily I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth paſs, one 
Jor or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till 
all be faifilled. And the Apoſtle James treating of 
ſome of the Tex Commandments, bottometh his 
Aargi:ment upon tis, 4s an undoubted axiome **2t 
one of theſe ce: mmandments bath the ſame perpetual ov= 
lipation upon #5 to obedience, as another. So that the 
reaſon 1s {trong for the Salbath upon the Apo- 
{tles forndation : For he that ſaid, honogr roy 
Father, and thy uher, ſaid allo Remember the 
Sbbath day to heep it hily. Now if thun obey thy 
parents, yet if thou prophane the Sabbath day, thou 
ert become 4 tranſ, orefſour of the law, Jar. 2, 10, Ir. 
3. Let ſich as plead for tae reverſing, or repealing 
oi he law of the Saobath, now under the Goſpel, 
{how us et of the Geſpel, where it 18 repealed : 


, 


whico twey are in nuwiſe able ro performs 5 for thougtt 


' . 1 . i mi _ 
tn2re be MACE an a/ter.ition-of rhe day, yet there 1S 


not to be found any abrogation of the commandment» 


And 
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And therefore itis obſervable that even in the pab 

like liturgy, this prayer is added at the cloſe of the 
4+. Commandment as well as of che other, Lerd have _ 
mercy upon us, and inclene our hearts to keep this lay. 

2. Bemed /:iled, in the grounds of the chang and. 

alter2tion cf rhe day : from the Jewuſh ſabbath to the 
firſt day of the weehb, Clear convictions in the 
Juggment, of the divine in{titncion of the Lords 
day, will help to ingage the: heart unto the ſo- 
lemn devoting thereof to the Lord. any confi- 
derations might be inſiſted on to this end. 
(x) :The name, and tice, which is attributed 
unto it of the Holy Ghoſt, 7 he Lords day, Rev. r. 
IO. / as in the Spirit on the Lords day. What 
better reaſon can be given of that appellation, 
than thar it was conſtituted and ordained of the 
Lord, in memory of his reſurrect.on, and our 
redemption compleated thereupon ? Even as the 
Sacrament of the Euchariſt 1s called the Lords ſup- 
per, becauſe of the Lord Chrifts appointmentg 
and in remembrance of his paſſion. (2) The ap- 
pearance of Chriſt to his diſciples, after he was 
r1en ſrom the dead, ſeveral times, on the firſt day 
of the week, Jo. 20. 19, 26. Why ſhould our Sa- 
viour paſs by the Fex;/h ſabbaths, and make choice 
of the firſt day of che weeh,, and the Holy Ghoſt 


ſet ſuch an emphatical note 

* upon it, that jt was in- 6 Then ch — 
deed apon that days but that def the —_—— 
he intended to intimate, Jeſus, &c. Jo.,20. 19. 
that this was the day eſtablſhed 

for Chriſtian-ſacredeaſſemblies ? (3) The practiſe of 
the Apoſtles, and the Church, after Chrilts aſ- 


cenſion, in obſerving the Lords day for their coming” 
M 4 tocethery 
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| gy fo partake of the ordinances of the - eſſe 


When they were met together, on that day, with 
one accord, the Holy Ghoſt came 'down upon 


' the Apoitles, AG, 2. r, 2, Jo 4+ And the dif- 


Ciples aſl:mbling 6» that day, is not fpoken oi as 
a practile nenly takes #Þ; but m ſucha manner) 
as may mtuymare, 1t was their uſual courſe and 
c:ſtum, At. 20. 7. (4) The ordination of Paul 
In the Churcaes of G4.:cia and Corinth, that iheir 
colle&tions ſhonld be made every. "0 (2 way of 


the week : woes LA Th bis Je; the af \2N the 
belevers 1 | | | "ſeas Ites : 
A:d you kuow ' S. Paw raſh 22 rewe;ved of 


tie Lord what he delivered to his s people; and 
_ ns eftabbhiihed ccotrinuns, wers the ſame 
n a!l the caches of Chriſt, 1-Cer. 16. $:*. 
Uer! 'zt, I lay, every firſt day of the week: foro 
th words 2re to - rencied, roſe Hcy Crff- 
FF @!, Every firſt day uf the week, one after ano- 
ENer, a5 rſt wi os every mamhy Qu, uot £405v 
Hive upad Dera jth. Roc'T, eng im ſmgrulss verbis. 
Ariliop3, ie, TOAUS: oppidatu 12. X12 HOPS 
vicar. var” © Nec viruim, Many things mgint 
be adced for the excidationy and a ; of 
thete ſcripcure copfiderations : Bat I th3ll ehuſe 
rath er to open three oher texts» Which are, not ſo 
commonly diycit upon to this end, wherein ye 
1 have ſeveral of eazinence » both fur piety and 
der ts Zo before my . The firjt is Fiat of the 
enxn{el of our Saviour 10 bis diſciplesy in reerence to 
$1ie aeſirmleran uf fr: —_— and the fore c -lamitics 
thar were 1) bel who land of Jadan Itisin tne 
g PST: | , Afenthew ' CAPs 24- 20. Bat 


VLOES. Je! Fa "S 1 Ef j* 7 ht. 6 BY £11 th 'F YWwIHN ey; nicher 6723 


4 
| E the 


Ah « ' 
'H Chet) ON? 


- the Sabbath day. Mot in the winter, becauſe it 
- would be txoubleſum to their bodies, to be then 
- driven away from their habitations. It would 
expole them to-manifold inconveniences, T um ob 
frigeres rigeremy tm ob dierum Inciſque brevitatem. 
Nut on the ſabbath day, tecauſe 1t would be mat- 
ter of grief and perplexity in their ſpirics, to be 
then forced to {hift away for their [yes, when. 
they ſhould have cheir hearts ingaged in ſolemn 
attendance upon the Lord, and communion 
. with him. So that' (1) Here # fall procf of the con- 
tinnance of a ſabbath, ro be celebrated by believers in 
the dayes of the gijpel : That the law of the Sab- 
itn was net to expire, and be annulled vpon the 
death of the AZeſſizh, but ro be ſtill obſerved and 
kept by Ciritts diſciples. - Thoſe ſad times, 
- wherein our Sevi;zr ſpeaks of their flying, were 
to fall ont neer upon forty years afrer his craci- 
fixion and ſuffer1;:g-: and {ti]l there was to be a 
Sabbarh. (2) The diſciples of Chriſt (unto whom 
he gave this counſel privately, and apart by 
themſelves, ar. 24+ 3.) before this. time of their 
light hept their «ſſemblies. holly apart from the Femes. 
and kept the Lerds day, the firſt day of the week z 
having altogether c-(t off the Tewiſh ſabbath : whence 
we may conclude, that theſe words of our Savi- 
our are meant not of the Fexiſh, byt of the Chri- 
ſtian ſalbath, wherein his own people were con- 
cerned. Indeed ſometimes we meet, in the 
Afts of the Apoſtles, with mention made of tle 
ſeventh day ſabbath : The Apoſtles taking the ad- 
vantage of that day, to preach to the ers in 
their Synagogues, but we never find it mentioned ' 
after that meetipg at Troas, At, 20, 7. So that 
&- | long 
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fong before the time of their flight, they wholly 
withdrew from the Jewes, and kept their afſem- 
blies ſeparated by themſelves, on the Lords day. 
(3) 1t nas an ordinary thing with our Saviogr, be- 
fore his death and paſſion, ro inſtruft# his diſciples, in 
many divine traths, which they did not rightly un= 
derſtand till after hu reſurreCtion, or aſcenſion : When 

tne Holy Ghoſt was ſent to that end, to bring his 
words to their remembrance, and to teach them 
the right meaning of the ſame. See, Fo. 2. 20) 
21, 32. fo, 12,16. Luk. 9g. 44 45+ Luk. 24-443 
45 46. Aft. 11. 15,16. The, if well obſerved, 
will take. off the force of their objeftion, who 
plead that Ciriſts words muſt needs be meant of _ 
the Fewiſh Sabbath, becauſe ſay they, his diſciples 
undoubtedly ſo underſtood them, This I ac- 
knowledg as probable, that they took his ſpeech, 
as meant of the Fexiſh, when yet our Saviour in- 
_ tended it of the Chriſtian Sabbath : Tr being ufual 
with him to. deliver many things unto them 
which they did not rightly underſtand, till he 
was riſen from the dead. Probably this very 
buſineſs of the alteration of the Sabbath, was one of 
the things which he had to ſay unto them, but 
they conld not then dear them, F9.16. 12. And 
one of thoſe many things, touching the kingdom of 
God, which he taught them between his reſur- 
rection and aſcention, Ads r. 3. See the ivords 
of Bilhop Andrexs concerning this text in his 
Pattern of (atechiſtical dottrine, upon the fourth 
commandment. * All ceremonies were ended 
<< in Curift, but ſo was not the Sabbath : for 
co 17at. 24. 20, Chriſt bids his diſciples pray, 
«© that their viſitation be not on,the Sabbath _ 
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T «© So that there muſt needs be a Sabhath after 
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c« Chriſts death; Mr. Fennor in his treatiſe cal- 


- led the Spiritual mans Direttory, bringeth tos ing 


as a ſpecial argument for a Sabhati now in the 
dayes of the Goſpel, becauſe (as he expreſſeth it) 
&« Chriſt ſpeaking of. thoſe dayes, when all the 
& ceremonial lay was dead and buried, ſheweth 
<c the Sabbath to ſtand (ill, quoting for it this 
text. Take the concurrent teſtimony of A. B. 
Uſher. © Our Saviour Chriſt willing his follow- 
© ers, that ſhould live about qo. years after his 
& aſcenſion, to pray that thejr flight might not be on 
& the Sabbath day, to the end they might not be 
cc hindred in the {ervice of God,duth thereby ſuf- 
< ficiently declare, that he held not this com- 
© mandment in the account of a ceremony. 
And laitly ( which may abundantly ſhew that it 
is no: any novel interpretation ) Mr. Palmer and 
Mr. Caxdrey give this paraphraſe upon the words. 
c« 4s if Chriſt ſaid , unto his diſciples, the Jews 
c have charged me as & breaker of the Sabbath z 
< but whatever diſputes and reaſonings you have 
Ec heard betwixt me and them, concerning that 
&« ſubject, I would not have youro think, that T 
© am an enemy to the Sabbath, or that T mean 
© toputan end to that commandment : For T 
© tell you there ſhall till remain « Sabbath day 
© to be obſerved to God for his worſhip. In 
& token whereof I admoniſh you to pray, that 


7; your flight be not on that day. 


The Second text TI would touch upon, js that 
prophecy of the Pſalmiſt concerning the reſur- 
reftion of Chriſt, Pſal. 1x8. 22, 22, 24. The 
ſte which the builders refuſed, is become the head 


ſtane 
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 floneof the corner. Thus us the Lards doing : it ts mar- 


 wellys in onr eyes. This is "the day which the Lord 
hath made : We will rejoyce and be glad in it. From: 
which words (4s { remember) T have met with 


this cloſe and formal argument. The day whereinf 


the ſtone which the builders refuſed, became the head 
ftone of the corner, that us the day which in the times of 
the goſpel the Lord hath made, (i. te which he hath 
appointed and ſet apart ſslemnly to be obſerved 
in religious ducies, one of which ſpecial eyange- 
lical duties, viz. praiſe and thankſgiving, joy and 


oladneſs in the Lord, 1s inftanced in.) Bat the 


firft day of the week, or the day of the reſurrettion of 
Teſw Chrift, ts that day wherein the ftone which the 


builders refuſed became? the head ſtune of the corner. 


Therefore, the firſt day of the week, or the day of the 
reſurrettion of Felus Ch#iſt is the day mhich, in the 
times of the Goſpel, the Lord hath made, i. e, which 
he bath conſecrated and ſet apart for the folemn 
attendance upon religions ducies. "The major pro- 
poſition lieth fair and clear in the text. And the 
minor 15 dottomed upon the Apoſtle Peters com- 
\ ment upon the zex: (which 

* Ads 4. 109 11. comment he * made by 
the inſpiration of the Ho- 

ly Ghoſt) who ſpeaketh of this Scriptare as meant 
of the day of our Saviours reſurreftion from the 
dead. T leave therejore th conctufion to be con- 
ſidered. WaereinT have learned Dr. Ames his 
concurrent apprenenfions. Neqa? facilg rejicien- 
dum elt, 911d ab antiquis quibuſdam urgetar | pro die 
Dominica | ex Pial. 118. 24. Hes eff dies quans 
fecit Tehova : Eo enims loco agitur de reſurrettione 
Chrijti, Chriſto ipſo interprete, Mate 21, 41» : 
| The 
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ar-S The [ft Scripture T will name, on this accounts.” 7 
rd 3s thatof the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, cap. 4.9, A 
ITY 10. There remaineth therefore the keeping of a Sab= - 
ny pb [EcxCCoffio/405] unto the people of God. For he 
em that is entered into hus reſt, he alſo hath ceaſed from 
all bis works, 4s God did from his own, As if the Apo- 
Of Þ Rle had ſaid, will you fall off from attendance 
tt \upon goſpel ordinances, and queſtion the cele- 
ed bration of the Chriſtian Sabbath; that you may re- 
C- || turnto Fadsiſm again? Why, let me tell youz 
1d the Lerds-day-ſabbath which now remaineth when 
he ' the other is aboliſhed, *« of Gods own appointment 
of | and inſtitution. David prophecied concerning it, 
be | for this is the day of reſt which he ſpake of in the 
"*l 95: P/alm: And beſides, it is bottomed on a 
be very equitable foundation. For as when God 
- hadended the work of creation, which was peculi= 
on arly hzs-work, he ordained the ſeventh day Sabbath 
If. in commemoration thereof ::; So hath Chrift the 
| mediatoar finiſhed the work ofrredemption, and 
'- | #& entred into his reſt, a5 God entered into his; and 
| therefore hath appointed the Chriſtian Sabbath 
for celevration of the work of mans redemption. 
7 | T' muſt not dwell upon all the particaslars that 
might be inſiſted for the clearing, and vindi- 
cation Of this ſenſe of the words, from the mani- - 
'© | fold exceptions that are likelyto be made againſt 
"| it. Only let theſe fer things be ſeriouſly weigh» 
S] ed. (1) Thatthe Hebrews unto whom the Apo= 
- | \te writes this Epiſtle, and with whom he deal- 
- | eth in this place, were declining apace from 
"| gofpel adminiſtrations, and ready to embrace again 
| the ofaical pedagogy : and. probably their de- 
erting the Lords day Sabbath and adhering to the 


Jewiſh 
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Joniſ? was one ſpecial part of their apoſtacy. 
The firſt of thele 1s plain to any underſtanding | 
Chriſtian that ſhall rthroughnly Rudy the whole | 
ſeope and drift oft the Epittle : And, / think, we 
may very probably ſuppoſe the ruth of the latter 
alfo. - I#hat part of the old adminiſtration were they 
wore likely to be zealous of , than the Seventh day Sab- 
bath, inthe obſervation whereof they had for- 
merly been ſo. exceſſively and rigorouſly ſuperſti- 


. tioms ?£> Hate 12.2, Mar. 3. 2. And therefore it 


may ſeem conſonant to the Apoſtles ſcope, as 


. to ſet forth the vanifhing and diſappearing of the 
legal oblations and ſacrifices z ſoto ſpeak) 44 heres 


concerning the abropation of their Sabbath, and ſub- 
ſtitution of the Lords day inthe room of it. (2)The 
Holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh here of 4 certain day of reſt : 
th? celebration ofa ſer, determinate day; and not 
of the whole ſeaſon of the ,goſpei indefinitely, 
And -what er, dererminate, day is there that may 
be fitly aſſigned as the time of a believers reſt, 
but the Lords day? See v. 7. Again, he limiteth 4 
certain ay TW&. delta vmuiexy Saying in David, 
ro day, after ſolong a time as it is ſaid, to day if ye 


will hear his woice, hardon not your hearts. And then 


it followeth thereupon, v. 9. There remaineth 
therefore the celebration of a Sablath. / (3) This 
determinate day of reſt, wich the Apoſtle calleth 
the Sabbath that 15 to be kept, 18 clearly to\be meant - 
of that day, wherein the people of Chritt meet 
together 1n the worſhip of God, and provoke and 
quicken one another to hear the word of the. 
Lord. For fo it plainly appeareth from the 95 
Pſalm, from which portion of Scripture the 
Apoftles argument is taken, and upon which his 
waole ' 


\Þ whole diſcourſe of this matter is built. See the 


whole entrance of the Pſalm : particularly the 
fixth and ſeventh verſes. O come let us worſhip, and 
bow down : Let th kneel before the Lord our maker. 
For he ts our God, and we are the people of his paſture 


* and the ſheep of bs hand, To day if ye will hear bis 


VOICE. 


| It is of this day, and the reſt of it, which the text 
' Tamopening 1s to bemeant: And wy day ts that, 


in the times of the goſpel, but the Chriſtian Sabbath ? 
There 1s not to be met with any other day » 
wherein the Saints &an be ſuppoſed, ordinarily, 
to exhort and quicken each other unto the wor- 
{hip of God. The other fix 'dayes are appointed for 
labour. (4) A believers perſonal reſt into whicl” 
he entets by faith, was enjoyed by the Saints in 
the times 'of tne old Teſtament ; For they mere 
ſ#ved by the prace of our Lord Feſms Chriſt, even as 
xe : Bur the Apoſile treate&th here, out ofthe 


. words of David, of a reſt or Sabbath to be cele» 
* brated a long time"after, even in the daies of the 


New Teſtament ,, or that Pſalm is a propheſy of 
evangelical diſpenſations. As it 7s ſaid in David, 
to day, after fo long a time, By the ſame reaſon 
that the Apoſte' proveth, that this day of reſt 
mult not be meant of the Jewiſh Sabbath, becauſe 
that was inſtituted from the beginning of the 
world, Heb. 4.3. We\ may prove, it is not 
meant primarily of a believers perſonal reft by faith 
becauſe that was enjoyed by the Saints in all 
ages of the Church, before: the dayas of David : 
But here he prophecieth of a priviledg, that was 
eo be conferred on the. people of Chrift, a long 
tire after, (5) The Apoſtle is to be _ 
| 90 
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to be kept upon the like ground, in reference to 
the Lord Chriſt s ceaſing from his works, as the Se- 
venth dayes Sabbath was, 1n relation to Gods ceaſing 
from his work, For ſo 1t 18 1n v.10, which I men 
tioned. For he that i entred into his reſt, thac isz 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 51r Redeemer, hath ceaſed 
from his work, 4s God did from his own. And there- 
fore there remaineth'a Sabbath for Chriſtians to ce- 
tebrate. I kflow- the words are uſually under- 
ſtood of a Believers cealing from the works of fin. 
But les, it be well conſidered, that the Holy Ghoſt 
{peaketh of ſuca -a [ceaſing as Gods was, when the 
creation was finithed.: He reſted: the ſeventh day, 
and was refreſted.; he looked on every thing that he 


made, and Leheld it was very good, entirely good). * 


nothing but. Good, This 18. juftly attributable 


unto .Chri/ls work of 'redemption.z but cannot ſo* 


fitly.be.applyed unto the Saints: - When they ceaſe 
from fin, behold it appearcth nnto them exceeding emnl, 
ad bitter, and.they, are filled thereupon with 
codly ſhame and ſeit abhorren,, Ezck. 36. 26, 
29, 31. Befides the. Apolile ſpeaketn afterwards, 
of Chriſts paſſiag into the heavens, as relating to 
ſomewhat that had been »efore delivered. And 
unto what can it refer, but unto hs entring in!0 his 
reff, which includes his paiſing into the heavens, ? 


So it followeth v, I4. Sering then,; that me have 4 | 


great high Prieſt that ts paſſed into the. heavens, * Jeſs 
the Son of God, let us hold f-ft oar profeſſion. Mark, 
it 15 the ſame perſon, that 1s ſaid to have paſſed in- 
tothe heavens, y. 14+ that 18 ſpoken of-as entring 
into us reſt v. 10.,For ſeeing that he. is paſſed into. 
tie heavens :; And.he hat # entred into his reſt, 3» 
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Wo 1 the perſon that hath ceaſed from his work, as God did ' © 
- from his own: And upon-this account, there re- 
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maineth the celebration of a 


| Sabbath unto the people F of- + See Carter on the Cg- 


\ venant with Abraham, 


God. Further yet; the Ho- 


to diſtinguiſh in that 10,v, p.1o, 1s. From whom 
between the works of r-- L bave borrowed much 
demptiz, which are aſcri- * bi matter. 


. bed ro the Soy, and the works of Creation, which 


are pecnliarly attributed to the Father, and are 
therefore called his own works, as the Text 1s to 
be rendred. * A believer _ | 
pon his converſion is de- * *Auſos utferguoty 
livered indeed, from the ' «79 T&v t&yov avTS; 
dominion and power of fin, acntg &n0 Tay id\le 
but not wholly freed from wy o ©tos, : 
all remainders of pollation ; 

ill there is 4 Law in bus members, warring a= 


 gainſ# the Lan of his mind, and leading him 


often captiye, to the performance of hzs works, 


-even to manifold fins through infirmity. So that 


it cannot fo fully be ſaid of a Chriſtian, »bilſt in 
the body, that he hath ceaſed from hi works : But 


_ of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it is exatly verified, 


who upon his riſing from the dead came forth as 
a vittor from the conqueſt which he made z and en- 
tred into his Rate of exaliation. (6) The Pſalmiſt 
treating of this day of ref, which the «Apoſtle 
referreth toy doth inſtance'in moſt of the Solemn 
parrs of worſhip whichare to be diſcharged on the 
Sabbath. 1. Singing of Pſalms, Pal. 95. I, 2+ 
2. Prayer v.6. 3. Hearing the word, which im- 
plyeth the Pregching of the Rakes v-7, 8. All to 


| / e 6, 7,06, And Cet- 
Iy Ghoſt ſeemeth plainly 33a of of Pſalms, 
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ple of God, en that day of reſt. . (7) The Þſal- 
wiſt urgeth to. the practiſe of thoſe duties, from 
the conſideration, mainly, of Gods work of Cre- 
ation, V. 45 5» 63 7. Which 1s the reaſon given 


: moration whereof, the Lords day fitly ſerveths 
as being a ſeventh day z as well as to the cele- 
bration of the work of Redemption, being the Re- 
ſurreftion day, the firſt day of the week. (8) The 
Apoſtle prefleth the Hebrews to the obſervacion 
of this re/?, from two ſpecial 4rgyments, which 
may ſeem clearly to relate to. the work of the 
Sabbath. x. Becauſe it would be a ſpecial means 
to prevent Apiſtaſy, Hed. 4-11. Leſt, any man fall, 
And what duty is likely to. be more effeQtual to 
that end, than a conſcientious ſanification of 
the Lords day? 2. From the mighty influence 
and efficacy of the word of God, upon mens hearts, 
'V. 1249.4. Be yery diligent and heedful to keep 
this day of reſt, and to wait upon God in his ordi- 
nances, and to give attendance upon his word, 
for it is yot in vain ſo to do © His word will 
cleanſe your heatts, and conſciences, from dead 
works, for it #5 quick and powerful, and ſharper thin 
any txo edged ſword, T might add. 3, From the 
conſideration of the owniſcience and heart ſearching 
Foxer of God, with whom onr buſineſs lieth in all 
reh810us exerciſes eſpecially, See v.13. But [ 


lzap 3 which yet will not be unuſeful, if .it may 
bur {erve to proyoke ſome others, of greater abi= 
] ties, to make a more diligent ſearch: iuto'the 
Scope and drift of this Scripture,” I will ftuty F - 
vVity in that which dah remain, _ 4z,To 


be performed by the #nited companies of the peeT 


for the inſtitution of a Sabbath : To the comme- . 


muſe forbear, Pardon this larg digreſſion or out- | 
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guaintance with God, and to get taſts of the ſweet= 
neſs of the way of holineſs. There 4re many per- 


ſons who complain of a ſtri& courſe of religion, 


as a tedious, and burdenſom way : Behold what a 


wearineſs it * unto their ſpirits! and they never 


found that ſweetneſs, and that ſpiritual joy and 
refreſhment, which believers are wont to ſpeak 
of, Probably.. the reaſon may be, for want of dili- 
gence and faithfulneſs in ſan{tification of the Sabbath 3 
for thereunto 1s the promiſe of divine. conſolations 


annexed, Finally, it hath aſſurance of the mer- © 


cies of this life, and of that which zs to come. Be 
much in {tudying that pregnant text, 1/a. 58.23, 
14. If thouturn away thy foot from the ſabbath, froms 
doing thy PR on my holy day, and call the Sab- 
bath a delight , the holy of the Lord , hononra= 
ble, and ſhalt honour himz ; not doing thine own wayes, 
nor finding thine own pleaſnre, nor Predhing thine own 
words. . Then ſhalt thou delight thy ſelf in the Lard) 
#1d I will cauſe thee ro ride upon the bj gh places of the 
earth,' and feed thee with the heritag: of Jacob thy 
father : for the month of the Lord hath ſpoken it. 
This 1s the ſecond thing to be noted, as to the 
time of religion. Fea | 
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33 The generality of people will cry unto God, and 
ſeem tobe mnch diſpleaſed with their fins, only in the 
time of ſickneſs and adverſity, when the hand of Go 
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- #& upon them, and his rod upon their backs + But in 

_ the dayes of their health and proſperity, they forget the 
Lord, and perhaps entertain not ſo much-as a ſerious 
thought of him, from one end of the day to the other, 
This the Prapher notes as a common evil, ſa. 
26. 19. Let favour be ſhewed to the wicked, yet will 
be not learn righteouſneſs : in the land of uprightneſs 
will he deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the majeſty of 
the Lord, But let-him be reduced into ftraits and 
exigencies, and bound with fetrers of affliftion, on 
the.-bed of ſorrowes 5 then he will at leaſt ſeem- 
ingly lament and mourn, and be earneſt in ſeek- 
ing unto God. Far ſo it followeth v. 16. Lord, 
jn trouble have they viſited thee : they poured ont 4 
prayer, when thy chaſtening nas upon them. This was 
the temper of the [ſraelites of old, and the mwl- 
titude take the ike courſe. P/al, 78. 34, 3536, 
37+ When he flew them then they ſought him, and 
they returned, and inquired early after Gad. And 
they rememlred, that God was their rock, and the 
high God their Redeemer, Nevertheleſs they did flat- 
ter him with their mouth, axd lied anto vim with their 
tongues. For their heart was not right with himy nei- 
ther were wey ſtedfaſt in his covenant, My brethren 
you muſt not herein follow the track of the mul- 
titude : Labour as to improve #fflictions, ſo tg 
ſpiritualize all your comferrs,and to ſerve the Loid 
with the beſt of your ſ/rength, and abilities. Do 
not put him off with your fck-bed devorions, and 
ſome flittering promiſes of obedience when you 
are in diſtreſs; but manifeſt the ſincerity of your 
hearts, by dedicating your moſt profpere#s dayes, 
and enjoymentsz unto: his glory, That is the ſure 
way to lay up in ſtore a good foundation of ſup- 
port 
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comifort, againſt the 


your affi;fjon- erjes are but the howling of hypo* 
crites? Hoſ.7. 14, How can youy with ſuch con= 
fidence, addreſs your ſelves to the Lord, for 


fuccour in the day of tribulation and adverſity, if you 


| forger him in the time of your proſperity and peace? 


May not you juſtly fear leaſt he Mould laugh at 


your calamity,and mock when your fear cometh? 
leaſt he ſhould refuſe to anſwer any of your re= 
queſts in mercy ? leaſt he thould put you off to 
the xorld,which you ſerved, and to the [ſts which 
you farishedzto ferch your comfort from thence, 
when you are {urrouanded with ſorrows? And 
they would be ſure ts prove very miſerable comforters : 
Inſtead of aflwagiig your griet, they would izp 
creaſe your angtih, and bring further horroar 
and perplexity uto your ſpirits, Sohe threat- 
ned tha- fintul pevple, Jer. 2.27, 28. They ſay 
unto a ſtuck, thou art my father, and to a ſtone, thou 
haſt brought me jorth : for they have turned their back 
anto me, and nit the face, But in the time of their 
trouble, they will ſay, ariſe and ſave m1, But where 
gre thy Gods, which thou haſt made thee ? Let them 
{ariſe, if they can ſave thee, inthe time of thy trouble. 
. 4. You would have none of me for your maſter; 
-when the Sun of proſperity ſhove upon your ta- 
bernacles ; and now yo1are reduced inco ſtraits 
and extremities, 1 will have nothing to do with 
You, except it bein a way of wrath and judg- 
ment» Ay brethren, if you be guilcy of the like 
impiety, how juſtly may yo fear the ſame dredful 
diſmiſſion. Often read and ſtudy that awakening 
ſcripture, Dent. 28, 455 465 47» 45. Aoreover, 
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thee, and overtake thee till thou be. deſtroyed, becauſe 
thou hearkenedſt not to the voice of the Lerd thy God, 
to keep his commandments, and his ſtatutes mbich he 
commanded thee. And they ſhall be »pon thee for 4 
fign and for a wonder, and upon thy ſeed for ever : 
Beranſe thor ſervedſt not the Lord thy God, with joy- 
fulneſs and with gladneſs of heari, for the abundance 
of all things, Mark it Sirs, if you donor. labour 
to be holy in the time of your healrh and proſpe- 
rity, there 15 a curſe fromthe Lord of hifts gone 
forth againft you, and who knows the power of 
his ancer ? whata dreadful th:ng 1s it to be a 
mai or woman accurſed of Goc ? But we hope, 
ay t.e ſinner (ay this curſe doth contain no great 
matter of evil ; ſome curſes indeed of the law 
are terrible, but others are leſs to be feared. 
Why bat, O vain man, tho ar: under all the curſes 
mentioned in the Law of Fehovah. ell, but theſe 
curſes may remain unaccomplithed , and we 
hope, God will nor be ſo leyere as his word. 
Nay, but they ſhall certainly be fulftlled and 
come to paſs : All theſe curſes ſhall come upon thee. 
If thou flie from them, they ſhall parſae thee : And 
if thou think to haſten thine eſcape, it ſhall not 
avail, for they ſhall evertaks thee. And leaſt thon 
ſhouldeſt expect fo get from under them, they 
ſhall Iye upon thee, and that perpetually, till rhou Le 
dzſtroyzd.' Tf you will nor fear the Lord, in the 
enjoyment of all things, therefore. v. 48. Thou 
fi:a't ſerve thine enemies which the Lord ſhall ſend 
againſe theey in hunger, and in thirſt, and in nakedneſs, 
nd in want of all things. And he ſhall put a yoke of 
won won thy neck, will be have deſtroyed thee. 
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That's the third thing to be obſeryed, as to the 
time of religien. Ks 
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4+ The multitude nepleGt the preſent time, and are 
much addifted to procraſtinate, as to the concernments 
of eternity, Moſt thar call themſelves Chrifians, 
will acknowledg a neceſſity of believing, and re- 
penting, and minding the wayes of holineſs, in 
order to the kingdom of heaven : But they ſay in 
their hearts, theſe are matters to be thought upon bere 
after ; for the preſent we may take our fill of car= 
nal pleaſures, and worldly vanities, and folloyy 
our worldly delights ; provided that we repent and 
make our peace wit Got before we dye. Atleaſt 
we may g1ve our ſelves li>erty, for a litzle longer, 
to ſatisfte our fleſhly defires, and hereafter we 
will be ſerious in the working out our ſalvation. 
Time enough to think of that, for the future, he- 
fore we depart hence, Ezeh. I2. 27. Son of man, 
beholfl they of the honſe of Iſrael ſry, the viſion that he 
ſeeth is for many dayes to come, and he prophecieth of 
the times that are far off. Take heed that you be 
not herein conformed to tne z/titude, Do nor 
defer your repentance, and turning to the Lord 
a moment ; upon any pretence of finding 4 more 
convenient ſeaſon. For the time preſent 1s, 1 
every reſpett, the moſt convenient ſeaſon. 1, *7 #5 
the only certain ſeaſsn 5 you cannot promiſe your 
ſelves another hours continuance upon the earth. 
How many anzxpetted providences are the children 
of men ſubject to, that may take us away in an 
inſtant? So that man hnoweth not his time, as the 
fiſhes that are taken in an evil net, and a the birds 


that are caught in the ſnare, ſo are the ſons of men 
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Jnared in an evil v7 when it falleth ſuddenly upon Þ} 
. thew. How many hidden diſeaſes may lie lurkmg 
inthe body, and inclinations unto diſeaſes 
. Plexies, impoſtumatiens, and the like, which "may 
break forth as in the rwinkling of an eye, and 
carry the finner irrecoverably to his long home ? 
And then where 1s the promiſe of his repenting 
hereafter ? Goto now ye that ſay, to morrow or the 
next day, when this buſineis 1s over, or the other 
ſeaſon 1s come, we wii! ret»r ro the Lord, and be 
- Teconciled to him. Pheress you know not what ſhall 
be on the morrow. For what ts your life ? It & even 
as 4 vaponr, that appeareth for a little time and then 
vaniſheth away, Jam, 4+ 14e The time to come 1$ 
Gods to diſpoſe of, and he hath allotted only the 
preſent to make-ſure of our ſalvation, 2+ The 
preſent time # the ſeaſon which alene hath the promiſe 
of acceptation. Acquaint now thy ſelf nith God, and 
be at peace ; thereby good ſhall come unto thee, Job. 
22.21. Behold now us the accepted time, now us the 
day of Satvation, 2 Cor. 5. 3. If you put off the 
Lord till hereafter, and quench the preſet moti- 
ons of his ſpirit, how juſtly may that come upon 
you which 1s ſpoken of by the prophet Zechariah, 
Cap. 7. 13+ Therefore it #s come to paſs, that as he 
erigd, and they wonld not hear : ſo they cried and [ 
would not hear ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 3. The time 
preſent us the fitteſt ſeaſon, in order to prevention 
of the farther hardening your hearts, The longer 
you lie in the ſtate of fin, the, more ſeared and 
ſecure will your conſc:ences grow, and be more 
Officultly wrought npon to any cordial comply- 
ance with the right wayes of the Lord. Today if 
ye will hear kis veices harden not your hearts, Heb. 
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if 3 7. 4s The preſent ſeaſon, 18 the moſt conve- 
nient, becauſe though you ſhould through the long ſuſs 
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feng of the Lord live to repent hereafter, yet late re= 
pemtance is ſeldom true, and evangelical, Thou. 
mayelt perhaps de filled with ſome legal ſorrow 
for fin, and repent as Jadas repented, and yet pe- 


. 'x1ſh for ever. And it 1s to be feared thatthis is 


the caſe of the multirnde, For my part, 1 know 
not one paſſage of ſcripture, whereupon, a ſinner, thax 
liveth ander the means of grace, and being convinced ' 
of the neceſſity of rejentance, ſhall break throagh thoſe 
convittions, and put it «ff till hereafter, can bottom the 


- leaſt comfortable hipes, that his ſutare repentance will 
_ be ſincere and ſaving : But there are many places, 


from which he may have juſt cauſe to fear the 
contrary. - Ogalss vita, finis it&- Commonly as 
wicked men live, ſo they die, and periſh wath=- 
out any ſaving change upon their hearts : and 
their death-bed repentings prove but hypocritical 
and rotten, fob. 27. 8, g, For what is the hope fl 


_ the wo though he hath gained, when God taket 


away bis ſoul > Will God heir his cry, when trouble 
cometh upon him? i. e. Tt will not be ſuch a crys 
as God will have any gracious regard unto, Prov, 
5.22, 23+. His own iniquities ſhall take the wicked 
himſelf, and he ſhall be holden in the cords of bis fins« 
Buthe may repent when he cometh to die and 
then all his fins will be forgiven, I tell you, faith 
the Holy Ghoſt, it will be otherwiſe. So it fol- 
loweth, v. 23: He ſhall die without inſtruftion, and 
in the, greatneſs of his fully he ſhall go aſtray, q. d» 
The promiſe of his future repentance, his deaths 
bed repentance, willcome to noching, Prov. 29, 
t, He that being often reproved bardneth his _ 
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ſball ſudden! 'y be deſtroyed, and that without remedy; 


Mark it, ſuddenly, 3, e. in a ſpiritual ſenſe, be-. 
fore he 15 prepared to give up his accounts, with | 


comfort : So all impenitent finners dye ſud- 
denly , though not ever taken away. by ſignal 


outward judgments, Mar, 24 48 495 50, 5s || 
But, and if that wicked ſervant ſhall ſayin bus he art, © 


My Lord delayeth his coming. And ſhall begin to 
 ſmite his fellow ſervants, and to eat and drink with 
the drunken | Tf he ſhall incourage himſelf in fin, 


and delay his repentance, upon hopes that he 


hath time enough to make his peace with God 
hereafter.] The Lord of that ſervant ſhall come in a 
day that he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he 
Z5 n9t ware ofe And ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites : there ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth, | | 
So much for the fourth general head, wherein 
we muſt be cautious that wef follow not the ex- 
ample of the multitude 3 namely the timeing of 
religion, when it 1s proſecuted. | 


——_— 


5. Lyoſily, T ſhall inſtance in ſome particular 
datics, wherein the maltitsde are prone to miſ- 
carry ; that I may not be over-tedious and bur- 
denſome, I will only name theſe tight, 

r. Moſt perſons think it enough , if they take 4 
little care of their words, and external demeanonr 3 
but ſeldom or never mind the regulation of their 
thoughts They may rove and wander, whether 
they pleaſe 3 They may be working towards va- 
nity, and folly ; They may be cuſtomarily em- 
ployed in fins of any ſort z.and men charg not . 
themſelves wich gailt, upon that account. Con- 
: OR rtermplative 
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templative wickeduef | 
f is an ordinary ſaying amongſt them, that thought 
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neſs ts as no 


thing in their eſtcem. Tt 


i free. Or at beſt, if their ſpirits riſe up in any 
kind of deteſtacion againſt horrid, blafthemor, 


murderous thoughts, and the like ; yet they ſup- 


ofe themſelves no way concerned in mortify- 
ing vain thoughts, and keeping their ſpirits free 
from fruitleſs, fooliſh and diſorderly imaginations« 
Do you then, my brethren, keep ſentinel upon 
your hearts, as to theſe matters, Let not finfal 
thoughts notſo much as vain thoughts lodg within 


You, Fer. q. 14+ See to it, that the imaginative 


poxers of your ſouls, be rightly principled, and 
employed about that which is honeſt and good. 
For, remember, they are the firſt inlet to the ſug- 
oeſftions of the devil : ſo that if you are careleſs 


and negligent in your watch there, you miniſter | 


advantage to the Prince of darkneſs, to be tam- 
pering with you. And if the ſerpent get in his 
head, he will quickly wriggle in his whole body. 


"Tf the way be ſet open for entrance, into your 


thonghts, the paſſage 1s obvious, from thence unto 
your hearts and affections. A Chriftian 4. much 
known, by the working of his imaginations. Thexe- 
fore when the Lord ſets forth the malipnity and 
wickedneſs of the old world, this is the particular 
mainly inſiſted on, Every imagination of the 


thoughts of their heart, was only evil, and that con- 


ztinually, Gen. 6.5. And when David made an 
humble appeal unto God concerning his integrity, 


he ſpecially mentioned the workings of his 


thoughts, Plal. 139. 23,24- , Search me, O Gody 
and knox my heart, try me, and know my thoughts : 
And ſee if there be any wicked nay in me, and lead 

me 
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me unto the nay everlaſting. 


will never be in bitterneſs for it, Falſe apprehenſions 
forpsal, and corrupt, in their obedience unto God, 


keep him from preſling after deliverance. Xn- 
believing thoughts of the word of the Lord, will 
put a bar inthe way of an awful regard unto the 
word, Iſa. 55.7. Letthe wicked forſake his nay, 

| and the man of iniquity his thoughts, and let him re- 
turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him : 
apd t00ur God, for he will multiply to pardon. 


ing to their words. If they alſtain from rotten, filthy, 


and to multiply words without bounds. There are 
few thac hive as 1i they did believe our Saviour, 
when he telleth 1s, That sf every word that men ſhall 
peaks they ſhall give account thereof at the day of 


herein be accorcing to the multitude : but fol» 
low the example of David, in being earneſt in 
prayer unto God, to ſet a watch before your moth, 
and to keep the door of your lips? Plal. 141. 3. Why 
18 4 watch ſet before the gates ofa City ? and to 
| what end do keepers ſtand before the doors of 
"08 mens houſes ? To apprehend /aſþitio paſſengers, 
j and to'examine {uch as are going in, whence they 
| come 


— 


fing. One of | the firſt ſteps} 
toa ſouud and ſincere converſion, is the reRifying, 
of the Soul in thus reſpe&, and rooting up thoſe 
Il falſe notions and conceits which are by nature ris 
Il - vited in the rhoughts of finners. As long as there} 
ll beextenuating thoughts of the evil of fin, the heart" 


of the natare of G:d, will make men ſlight, and} 


Flattering thoughts ofa mang ſpiritual ettate, will 


3. The generality are wont to be defeFiive, in look- 


and profane communication, they hope it may (uffice 3 |. 
however they ave addifted to talk, idly, and frothily, 


Judgment, Mar. 12- 36. Let not your practiſe 


Vis 
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. thoy God, Eccl. 5,7. Think 
ſ' it not enough to ſpeak :ral5, unleſs withall you 
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ets; <> 7 As 
come; find whicher they go, and what \thelr errand 
and-bufineſs i. How much guilt might be pre- 
vented, if you would but obſerve this courſe, 
to let no words paſs without apprehendings and calling | 
them to an account > Whence came you? From love 
or hatred, or flattery which is the worſt ſort of- 
hatred ? Come: you from grace Or-corruption ? 
What errand go you about 2 Is 1t for good or evil d 
Be not haſty to blatter out fpeech without due 
premeditationy and adviſe. The tongue #5 the hearts 


Þ #nterperer, and therefore ſhould firſt take counſel 
of the heart. Shun not only »icked r4/k , but 


tatling alſo, and talkative- 
neſs, * Let every man be 
ſwift to hear, flow to ſpeaks 


* The fin of talþative- 
neſs is noted by the Holy 
Ghoſt as an evil ro which 


ON ſlow t0 Frath, Jam, S 19. Women are moftly incle. 


For in the maltitude of words mid © and therefore rhey 
and many dreams, there are oghtro give the more 


: 45 earneſt heed againſt its 
UA - P3..4 6 
alſo divers vanities : but fear oh 4 $29 23, 


ſpeak ſeaſonably and profitably. A Chriſtian is not 
bound alwayes toſpeak of grace, but let your ſpeech 
be alway with grace, ſenſoned with ſalt, that ye may 
know how ye ought to anſwer every man. Col, 4. 6. 

3. The preate(# number of perſons, even of thoſe thas 
331I not be ſo vile 4s to raiſe a ſcandal, and be the firſt 
broachers of an evil report, yet if ſuch a matter come 
zo their cogniſance, being raiſed by others, they are too 
apt to receive it, with: both their ears, greedily. And 
ſometimes their hearts are ready to: leap within 
them, with a ſecret joy and gladneſs, when they 
hear others beſpattered, and defamed. And the 
reaſon #« , becauſe men think jt redounds to 
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fins, wherewith others-are charged. But donut 


follow their example herein, We ſay in the caſe off 


robbery, the receiver 7s as bad as the thief : The 
like may be ſaid in the caſe of {landering and 
defamation, he that cheriſheth and foſtereth an evil 


report, is 1n ſome reſpec, as bad as the firſt parent 


and devifers This IT mention the - rather, becauſe 
I find it in the words immediately preceding the 
Text, Exod. 23. I. Thou ſhalt not raiſe er (as the 
word- 1s rendred in the marginal reading) thoy 
ſhalt nat receive, a falſe report, They may be well 
coupled together, the raiſer and the receiver : For 
they are both ſervants to the ſame maſter, and 


carry on the ſame devilliſh accurſed defign, ro | 


wound or deſtroy the reputation of their neigh- 
bour. Itis ſaid of the falſe witneſs, Prov, 25. 18 
He is a maul, and a ſword; and a ſharp arrow. He 
doth a threefold miſchief by one finful a&ion : As 
a maul, he beateth down the good name of his 
neighbour: He darts. lye, as with a ſharp arrows 
into the breſt of him to whom he ſpeaketh : And 
as with aſword, he deftroyeth hi own ſoul, And it 
1s the receiver of falſe reports, by whom he is ani= 
mated in his mifchievons undertaking. Were 
there none+that readily hearkened to lies, the 
flanderer himſelf would be difeouraged. The 
Holy Ghoſt obſerveta it as the charaRer of the 
man that feareth the Lord, That as he backbiteth 
 n20t with his twwngue, ſo he taketh not up a reproach 
apainſt hts neighboar. NUI-N7 He cannot bear it, 
to hear his brother defamed 3 7t #5 4 burden to his 
ſpirit: He is ready to chaſe away the flanderer with 
his ſevereſt reproofszhe cannt endare it, Plal. 15-3; 


Be 


their own commendation, if they are free from the} 
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F Be not ralebearers your ſelves, and diſcourage - 
- them thatare ſach. That is the way to maintain 


peace, and love, to prevent heart-burnings, and 


 animoſities 3 whence come debates and conten- 


tions, Prov. 26.20, Where no w0d 15, the fire goeth | 


' ont : So where there is no tale-bearer, the ſtrife ceaſ. 

- eth, In all finful quarrels and conteſts, corrup. 
- tion within is the fire that burneth, The tale-bearer 
| addes fenel to the fire, and the receiver and ſpreader 


of the falſe report, of the others framing, bloxerh 
withthe devils bellogs, left the fire ſhould be ex- 


' tinguifhed, But T muſt contrat my medita- 


T101Ss 
4s Therdligion of the multitude confifteth wholly in 
open afts of piety and devotion, done in the face of the 
world, where they may be ſeen of men. But do you 
ſtudy to be accepted of Ged, who ſerthin ſecret, Mate. 
6. 3, 4- Renounce the hidden things of diſho- 
neſty ; and look well to your carriage, when 
you are alone in ſecret, where there is no eye 
upon you, but that of God, and your own conſc;= 
ences. Be ſerious, conftant, and diligent in the 
performance of ſpiritual duties, where you are 
not 1N a Capacity to receive applauſe from men : 
as cloſet prayer, frequent meditation npon the Scrip- 
tures, contemplation of the excellencies of God, Self= 
examination as to your hearts, and wayes, fedulom 


|. evangelical murtification of inordinate paſſions and in= 


ward mirions of the Soul to fin, dealing your bread to 
the hungry, where the left haud knoweth not what the 
right hand duth. Theſe, and ſuch like, are ducies 


| towhich the multitude are ſtrangers: But if you 
 Iabour herein: to have a due regard to the pre- 


cepts of God, and to approye your ſelves in 
| lecret 


oo 


ſecret tinto him your heavenly Father, who ſecthinÞ 

ſecret, himſelf will reward you openly. = = 
. " 5. The multitude are a generation of narrow and 
ſelfiſh ſpirits. Empty vines (as it 1s 21d of 1/ra- 
el) they bring forth fruit unto themſelves. But little. 
are affetted with the concernments of others, or of the 
people of God. Ti they thrive in the world, they 
Can.rejoyce z let publike affairs go backward or 
forward, let the intere(t of the Charch of Chrift 
fink or ſwim. For all men ſech their own, not. 
phe things which are Feſus Chriſts, i. e- Moſt of the 
children of men, are of this temper Nota ani= 
verſalitarts ponitar pro pleriſque, Rav. Philip. 2.2t. 
T hey drink wine in bowls, and anoint themſelves nith 
the chief ointments : but they are not grieved for the 
affli&tion of Foſerh, Amos 5.6, My beloved, la- 
bour ye, 1n a contradiction tothe walticude, to 
be of publike ſpirits. Remember them that are in 
bonds, as bound with them, Rejoyce with them that do 
rejojce, and weep with them that weep. Be kindly af= 
fevtioned one towards another , with brotherly love. 
And above all, Hy to heart the ſuffering eſtate 
of the Charch, and people of Chriſt, Be of the 
number of thoſe, = are ſorrawful for the ſolemn 
aſſemblies, to whom the reproach of them us a burden : 
that the Lord may rejoyce over you, to do you 
| 200d, and: may gather and ſave you, as he hath 
ſpoken, Heb. 13, 3. Rom. 12,15. Zeph.3.17,18, 

6. Moſt perſons bave an eye to the enjoyment of 
outward mercies , bur they mind not the ſantlifying 
of the mercies mbich they enjoy. But do you be more 
induſtrious to get the mercies, and comforts, 
ſanGified, which you have, than to reach after 
more, wazch you ſeem to want. Better is a [16s 

| ; wit 


Fr 


with the bleſſing of God, u 


_, oo 1 x 


pon it, than great reye- 
naes, and treainres, with a carſe intermingled. So 
jn eaſe of affliction, be more earneſt with the Lord, 


that the trouble may be ſanttified, than to get a 


bare, naked, deliverance from the trouble, Af 
flitions maytbe removed in wrath, but the Santtifi- 
catioa of afflitions is one of the choicelt bleſſings. 
And if you be thus careful, and diligent, ro get 
every condition ſanified, you will not only be 
ſure to obtain that mercy, but may alſo comfor- 
tably expect io receive otward mercies and deli- 
verancesas far as they are for your good, King. 
3- H1,12,13. And God ſaid unto him , becauſe 
thou haſt ashed t,;s thing, and haſt not -ked for thy 
feif long life, neither heſt acked riches for thy ſelf, nei- 
ther haſt a5bed the life of thine enemies ; but haſt asked 
for thy ſeif underſtanding to diſcern judgment. Brew 
hold I have done according to thy word : Lo 1 have 
given thee a wiſe and underſtanding heart, ſo that 
there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee 
ſhall any ariſe lik antothee. And I have given thee 
alſs that which thou haſt not ashed, both riches and 
honour, ſo that there ſhall not be any among the Kings 
like unto thee, all thy dayes. - 
7. The multitade take np their reſt in avoiding ſuch © 
things, as ar? epeufaced evils ; fins which are capable - 
of no coloarable © pretence for their excuſe, and cannos 
be pilded over by any artifice. Bat do you abftain 
allo, from every thing, that hafh really tie ap- 
pearance of evil. r Theſ. 5. 22. Do not 'content 
your ſelves to flee fram open angodlineſs, but keep 
at a diſtance *from ſiten things as are juſtly ffen- 
five, and carry the face of ungodlineſs. Indeed, 
a to principles of faith, and meceſſary duties of 
| O religion, 
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religion, you muſt bold them faſt whatever of- | 


fences ariſe. S; enim de veritate aut ſanflitate 


| ſcandalum ſumatur, melins oft ut ſcandala oriantar, 


quam ut iſta relinquantur. Bat in all points of 
indifferency,' meddle not, where it may prove a 
ſtumbling block to the weak. Though in no 
caſe I muſt betray my chriſtian liberty, yet in many 
caſes ] am bound to forbear the uſe of my liberty, 
zather than make my brather offend, x Cor, $. 9, 
TO, II. 13. 13. Keep your ſelves pure and un- 
tainted, not only, from foxler blots, in matters 
apparently evil z, but from the ſtain of any thing 
that is of evil report ; hating even the garment ſpotted 


with the fleſh, Jude 23. Finally, brethren, whatſo- 


ever things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt phat- 
ſeever things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever things are of 
good report * if there be any vertue, and if there be 
any praiſe, think on theſe things, Plul. 4. 8. 

8. Laſtly, the mulricude are commonly like the 
cirrupt teachers of old time amoneſt the Fewes ; they 
think they muſt love and deal kindly with their friends, 
aud relations ; but they cannot but hate and malign 
ſuch as are their enemies. They will deal jyftly and 
fairly, with thoſe who deal j-/tly and regularly 
with them 3 bur if any dothem an injury, be ſure. 
tey will be revenged on him. They wall give 
railing iOr railings and rapine for rapine, and in- 
jury for injury: And this they conceive 15a mate 
ter j#/tifiable, when they co but pay men in their 
wn coine, and give them no worſe than they 
brozghr, Afar. $. 38, 43- But Sirs, if you will 
act as Chriſtians, do not follow the multitude. 
Lave your enemies, bleſs them that Curſe you, do good 
t9 
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#0 thems that hate you, and pray for them that deſpite. .__ © 
fully aſe you and perſecate you : T hat ye may be the chil= "** 


dren of your Father. which is in heaven. Fur he 


maketh his Sun to riſe upon the evil and on the good, * ; : 


and ſendeth rain en the juſt and on the wnjuſt, For if 
Je love them which love you, what reward bave ye ? 
Do not even the publicans the ſame d And if ye ſalute 
Jour brethren only, what do you more than others > 
[ Ti T£@500v T0E1TE 5 what extraordinary matter 
is it ? what excellent thing do ye ? wherein do 
you go beyond the naultitude ? | do no even the 
pablicans ſo > Mat. 5. 44, 45, 46> 47. Saynot, [ 
will do fo to him as he hath done tome ; I will render 
to the man, according to this work, Prov. 2.4, 29. But 
you will be apt to reply, why ſhould { not right my 
ſelf upon him from whow I have (offered wrong? why 
ſhould I pat up an «ffront at bis bands? Tf] do mine 

adverſary a kindnels, he will not thank me for it. 

Mark therefore what the Lord hath ſpoken, by 


way of incouragement unto this duty, Prov. 25. 


21, 22. {f thine enemy be hangry, give hins bread to 
eat : and if he be thirſty, give him mater to drink. 
For thon ſha!t heap coals of fire on his head, and the 
Lord ſhall renard thee, q. d. PoſſOly thy Chri- 
{tian carriage may overcome his rugged diſpo- 
fition 3 thy kindneſs may .melc him into love, 
and cauſe him of an enemy to become thy ſwre 


friend : However thbu thalt in no wiſe loſe thy 


reward, for the Lord hath undertaken it, 90 zs 
a ſure pay-maſter. | 
" Thus T havediſpatched che firſt thing I deligned 
-under the uſe of Exhortation, by way of exemp;i- 
fication or inſtance, wherein we ought to be cau- 
1045 not to follow the m»lritade. 
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2.4 Ive me leave to add ſome few things, by 
way of direttion, what courſe we muſt take 
to prevent ſeduCtion, by the example of the mul- 
titude. | | 
Dir.1. Tf you would not be led into fingby the exam- 
ple of the multitude, be diligent in tudying the word of 
God, and get a clear inſight into the will of Gd there- 
3n revealed, Tis will be of great uſe, not only 
as a Chart or campaſs whereby to ſteer your 
courſe, whep the wind and ziae of their practiſe 
would carfF you afide into evil : But will furniſh 
ou alſo with arguments, on all occaſions, to ope- 
pole their ſollicitations, Kew. 12. 2. Be not con» 
formed to this world, but bz ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove what ts that 
good, that acceptabley and per{ett will of Gid. Mark 
it, if ye will not be forced down the carrent of 
the world, you muſt be well verſt and inſtructed, 
in the mind of God : that you may have the 
ſcripture in a readineſs, wherewithall to anſwer 
their temptations. > | be 
Dir. 2. Topreſerve you from compliance with the 
multitude in ſin, laboar to be ſtrongly fenced againſt 
the importwnity of ſuners. You mult get a kind of 
ffifneſs and ſtontneſs of ſpirit, that will not be ea- 
f1 y bent, or bowed, one way qr other, by the 
humours of men. As you ought to be pliable, and 
yielding to the commandments of God ; gentle, & 
eaſy to be intreated to the doing of good 5, ſo. you muſt 
ve ſtrong to refſt all incitations to evil, Some are 
of 
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of that dafile, and facile diſpoſition, that they are 


eafily impreſſeve of any form, and quickly turned 
aſide into-crooked wayes. Such a one was King 
Foaſh, after his ancles deceaſe : Firſt the Princes 
of Jndah fell away to idolatry, and they came and 
made obeiſance to the King, and he preſently 
yielded his conſent, 2 Chron, 24. 17,18. And it 
1s a matrer of eafie obſervation, how that many 
are utterly ruined, by this 
ſoft, * and ductile rem- 
per, which men falſly call 
4 good nature. S. Paul was 
a man of another frame of ſpirit, when he was 
bound in theſpirit, for Jeruſalem, his companions 
beſceched him, and 1s friends wept over himy 
bur he would not de perſwaded, AG, 21. 13, I4. 
Such a kind of holy offtinacy, muſt you get into 
your fouls, if you will ſtand fait in the way of 
riehteouſneſs. For be ſure your friends will rea- 
ſon with you, and your acquaintance will impor- 
rune you, to joyn 3n their confederacy : $o that 
you muft be fixt, 45 4 rock in the ſea, that remains 
unmoveadble , thouga all the waves and billowes 
tofſe, and dath themſelves againſt it. Kemember, 
if finners are importunate to induce you to fin, the 
God of heaven 1s importunate to keep you in the 
path of holineſs z and whoſe i»por:anacy ſhould 
moſtly prevail upon yo, judg ye. Doth not wiſdom 
cry? and underſtanding lift up her voice ? She ſtandeth 
in the top of high places, by the way, inthe places of the 
paths, She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the City, 
at the coming in of the doors. Unto you, O men, T call, 
and my woice ts to the ſons of mtn. O ye ſimple, nnder- 
(Fand wiſdom ; and ye fools be iye of an underſtanding 
© 2 
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heart, Prove 9. 1,253, 4, 5. | 
Dir. 3. In order to keep you from infe&ion, 
by the praRiſe of the multitude, Be ſure ro get 
your natures ſantified. Earneſtly pray to the Lird, 
for the grace of regeneration. Do not content your 
ſelves, with any common endowments z but get 
the ſpirit of converſion, that other ſfirit, which the 
world cannot receive. For 1t your qualifications 
be no other than the world hath, your converſa- 
tions will be alike alſo., What made Caleb remain 
upright with Jehovah, when the other Spies turned 
alide unto vanity, and lying ? Becaaſe he was a man 
of ancthey ſpirit. Num. 14. 24. But my ſervant 


Caleb, becauſe he had ancther ſpirit with him, and 


followed me fully, Ti you will follow the Lord 
fully, when the whole world wondereth after the 
beaſt (a5 the aprſtacy of the latter times # expreſſed) 
Rev. 13+ 3.) you miſt. be otherwiſe ſpirired, 
than the world 1s. Cormmon graces and indowments 
will never le produttive of a ſingular converſation. 
Dir. 4. If yoa will not -be led afide into fin, 
| by the multitndes's praiſe, Take heed of enter- 
raining their principles 5 but indeavesr to erect and to 
| ſet up principles of holineſs in the ſiexd of them. For 
Mark it my brethren, as vour minds are affected 
with right or corrupt nottons touching the matters 
of religion, ſo will your converſations be rega- 
Lzrly, or corraptly, ordered. If your judgments 
be diſtempered with rotten principles, they will 
certainly tranſmit anſwerable defilement into 
your lives. Therefore you ſhall find that it is one 
of th2ſpecial works of God in the: day of con- 
verſion, to eradicate, and pluck up theſe f-lfe 
pinciples, out of mens ſpirits: as being tne 7s, 
bolds 
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their hearts, and ſome of the principal engines, 
wheredy he hurrieth them on to works of dark= 
neſs, 2 Cor, Io. 4,5, For the weapons of onr war- 
fare, are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the 
pulling down of ſtrong hoids. Coſting down imaginae 
tions and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt 


holds of the devil whereby fe keepspoſleſſion of 


the knowledge of God, and Lringeth into captivity ever 
thought to the obedience of Chriſt. So that you mn 


' beg inſtantly of God, that he would pleaſe to 


throw down theſe towring thoughts, and make your 
hearts ſoundin his ſtatates, as is the prayer of Da- 
vid, Pſ. 119. 80, It would be an endleſs task, to 
paſs over all the rotren principles that are in the 
hearts of the myltitude. TI will only, mention the 
principal, and for methods ſake, reduce them to 
ſevenheads. 


—_—_ 


Caen. nd 
fmt 


I, The firſt principle of the multitude, concerns 
the nature of God, and it is this That God 25 not 
ſo ſevere and exatt in the obſerving mens wayes and 
ations, 4s ſome preciſe miniſters would bear them in 
hand he ts. Surely think they, the Lord: doth not 
_ make any ſuch great matcer, whether we be holy or 
nt 3 he doth not ſo much ſtand upon ſtriftneſs, 
and circumſpection in our carriage z nor will he be 
ſo rigorous as to require itof us. Only theſe 
paritan preachers tell us ſtories of, that nature , 
and they muſt ſay ſomething, to fill ſup the time, 
Thus they reafon themſelves into/ wickednels, 
and the wicked one rikes in to promote theſe 
reaſonings, Plal. 10. 11, He hath ſaid in hu heart, 
God hath for gotten it : he hideth his face, be will never 
ſee it, Again v.13, Wherefore dith the wicked contemn 
O 4 | God 
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God? He hath ſaid in hjsheart, thou wilt nit require 

it, Ezek, @. 12. Then ſaid fit unto me, Son of man, 
haſt thou ſeen what the ancients of the houſe of Iſrael do 
in the dark, every mn in the chambers of his imager yd” 
For they ſay, the Lord ſzeth us not, the Lord bath 
forſaken the. earth, Mark it, they went on in fin, 
and idolatry, veing acted by the influence of this 
curſed principle. Noyw therefore, this principle 
mutt he demoli{h:d, and thrown down * For 
men will never venture through the oppoſfitions 
and reproaches of the altitude, that they may be 
accepted of God,unleſs they be fully convinced, 
that God mindeth their wayes, and that holineſs 


- ispleafing 19 his fight, Gen, I7. I. Walk before me, 


and be thay perfetl, Job. 31,4. Doth nit he ſee my 
wayes, and count all my ſteps? Prov. 5. 20,2T. 
Why wi't thou, my Son, he raviſhed with a ſtring wo- 


' man, and embrace the boſom of a ſtranger ? For the 


wayes of man are before the eyes of the Lord, and he 
pondereth all his goings. 

In the room and place of this firſt rotten prin- 
ciple, ler theſe /criptare principles be eretleds 

I. That zbe conſcience of a man # Gods deputy» 
and ſulſtitute, ſet un in the ſoul to this purpoſe ; that it 
may jude the ſinner fir his wickedneſs, and bind him 
over to appear before the jadgment ſeat of Chriſt, Rom, 
2, T5, 16. Jo. 8, 9. Ler me therefore ask thee 
this one queſtion, Doth not thy conſcience ſometimes 
ſmite thee, for thy profaneſs and hypocriſy ? Deth 
not tar give thee, many a ſecret pripe at thy hearts 
and Iye as a wm pnawing within thy entrals ? 
Do'h itnot ſtep in, now and theny in the times of 
thy 20vialty,2nd merrimentzand ſpoil all thy ſport ? 
and Warn tee 0; coming before a greater judg ? 
| | Way, 


he 
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Way, O vain man, doth conſcience obſerye whic 
God hath planted iygthy breaſt? and doth not 
God obſerve more ex4adtly, by whom it was 


_ planted ? For jf our heart condemn 24, God # preater 


than our heart, and knoweth all things, 1 Jo. 3. 20, 
Underſtand, O ye brutiſh among the people, and ye 
fools when will ye be wiſe ? He that planted the ear, 


ſhall not he hear ? He that formed the eye | this in- 


ternal, refle&ive eye oj the ſoul] {hall not he ſee? 
He that chaſtizeth the heathen, ſkail nit he corre Þ 
He that teacheth man knoyledg, ſhall not: he know ? 
The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 


vanity, Plal. 94. $5 9, 10, I. 


2. Settle this principle alſo in the place of the 


other, that all the diſpenſations of God tiwards the 


children of men, have a dire} and nataral tendency 
r0 lead them to repettance, and to quicken them to 
walk in wayes of holineſs. To this end he gave his 


word to inftruCt them, and hþ#s ſpirit to (trive with 
-them, and hath appointed hz ordinances to be 
- attended upon by them, Upm this account he doth 


wait in the exerciſe of his long ſuffering towards 
ſome, and ſends his miniſters to treat with them 


- In his name. To this end, he executeth ſore judg- © 


ments upon others, and maketh them totaſt the 
bitterneſs of fin in the fruits of it, This 1$ the pro- 
per end of all exhortations and counſels, of all com- 
minations on the one hand, and promiſes on the 
other hand 5 of all mercies and affii&tions, and 
providences of every ſort, And can you be ſo-fet= 
ziſhy as to imagine that the infinitely wiſe God 
would be at (uch ct and pains, to drive men out 
of their ſins and to draw them to godlineſs, and 
Jet not regard whether they are holy or not ? You will 
not 
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not impute ſuch folly to a conſiderate, ſober nan ; © 


that he would be at a vaſt expence in order to ac- 


compliſh a deſign, and then not care whether | 


it be accompliſhed or no > And dareſt thou to charg 
this folly upon Gody whoſe wiſdom is incompre- 
henſfible, and of whoſe anderſtanding there 1s no 
ſearching out? Conſider, O man, what expence 
the Lord hath been at upon thy ſoul.. Sometimes 
he hath watered thee with his Heſſings from hea- 
ven, and again exerciſed thee under ſharp cor- 
rettions. Now he hath indulged thee- the nfſe of 
ſpiritual opportanities, and dealt with thee by in- 
ward convictions, and anon deprived thee of thefe 
excellent advantages that you might learn their 
worth by the want of them, if by any means you 
might be prevailed with to forſake the evil of 
your wayes, And doth not he care, for all rhw, 


whether you forſake them or not > What could 
 bave been done more to my vineyard, that I have not. 


done in it? [what coſt or pains could be be- 
ſtowed, thar hath not been ſpent upon you? ] 
Fherefore when I looked that it ſhould bring forth 
grapes, brought it forth wild grapes df. 5. 4. 

3. The account and rechoning unto which fenners 
wnſt be called, ot the tribunal ſeat of Feſus Chriſt, 
Fill be a very ſtritt and exatt reckoning, and his pro= 
ceedings with them will be ſevere proceedings. For 
God will ring every work into judgment, and every 
ſecret thing, whether it be good, or whether. it be evil, 
Eccl. 12.14. He mill tring 'to light the hidden 
things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt the counſels of 
the bs I Cor. 4.5. And if his eyes were not 
upon all the wayes of man, how conld he bring 
| them to ſuch a preciſe account ? How could God w_ 

7 judg 
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Þ jjdg the world ? He'will ſentence the wicked 
| unto eternal burnings, unto intolerable tor- 
1 ments, which ſhall never have an end, Mar. 25. 


Pticzde : For itis the want of a right underſtand- 
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41- Depart from me ye curſed, into everl:ſting fire, 
prepared for the devil, and his angels. And can it be 
zmagined that he will do thus, for a matter that 
he doth not regard ? Will he-put his creatures 
to this inexpreſſible torment, for doing that, which 
he makes no account of? fs God anrighteons that 
taketh vengeance Þ God forbid. Let not ſucha cur- 
ſed thonght be hardoured within your ſpirits. 
4- Though the ungodly may le ſuffered toproſper 
for a while in reference to the things of this life, yet 
there are ſore ſpiritaal judgments inflifted on them 
here, and they are reſerved alſo to the day of de- 
ftruttion. This is a principle needful to be riveted 
in mens ſpirits, in oppoſition to that of the mul- 


ing of :925, which is the ground whereupon they 
embrace that. Why do firners think, that God 
regardeth it not, whether they be ſtri& or looſe? 
whether they walk after the ſpirit, or according 
to the [uſts-of the fleſh ? Becauſe theyſer the nngodly 
proſper in the werld, and tnere is no difference 
put, in the providences of-God, between the. 


richteors and the wicked : all things come alike 
Into all, 3Zal, 2. 17. Ye ſay, every one that duth 
vil coed in the froht of the Lord, or where ts the God 
fjadgment, qd, Tf God be ſo much diſplea- 
ſed with fin, why doth he not puniſh the fcaners? If 
he love the wayes of holineſs, why doch ke not deal 
favonrably, and kindly, with thera that are holy? It 
any are fat, and in a flouriſing condition, 1t 1s for 
ne moſt part the workers of zn1quity ; and if any 

, are 


- " 
OY ate ” 
Fs \ 
> 


1 


_ are inadverſity, more- than others, it is ſuch 2s 
| ſeem to be more ſtri& and »pripht than others.” 
Well, bat mind it Sirs, As the Lord hath ſpiritual. 


bleſſings, the choiceſt favours, hidden mannay which 


\ the world ſeeth not, to beſtow upon his children: 


So he hath /piritual plagues, the ſoreſt effeRs of 
| his indignation in thes life , 


* Pſal. x06. 15. which are poured * out upon. 


the ungodly. And the time 

of remarhealble difference, detwixt Saints and Sin- 
ners, is reſerved till the end of this world, when 
the wicked ſhall be turned into hell,, and all that for- 
et God : and then ſhall the righte1ns ſhine as the 

Fars for ever inthe kingdom of their Father, Fob. 21, 
7 8, 9, 29, ZO. Wherefore do the wicked live, be- 
come old, yea are mighty in power ? Their ſeed us 


eff abliſhed in their jig.t, and heir ff-ſpring before 
their eyes. Toeir houſes are ſafe from fear, neither is 
the rod of God upon them. Mark the anſwer to this 


query, V. 29. 30.: Have ye not ached them that go by 
the way ? and do not ye know their tokens > That the 
wicked u reſerved to the day of deſtruttiou, they ſhall 
be brought forth to the day of wrath. 

So much for the fir/t great principle of the malti- 
tade, which concerns the nacure of God. 

2. The ſecond principle of the multttude, whereby 
they force themſelves into fin, relates to the qua- 
-lity of godlineſs, 'viz. That a mans heart may be 
good in the ſight of the Lord, though he be not preciſe 


and ſtrift in the avoiding of ſin, and mortification of it; 
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thoagh he do not walk, ap to the rule of the word, nor is 
«ttive and forward in the works of holineſs. Thus they 
are ready, uponall occaſions, to bot of the inte- 
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then take liberty to 
ſatisfie their carnal defires ; but God knows their 


| bearts, that they wean well, and live the Lord, and 


intend as much god as they thatare more exatt in 
. 4 . PP 
their '\wayes. Jt #5 trne, they neglect prayer, and 


| ſeldom ſtudy the ſcriptures, and comply with the 


corruptions of the times. But their wills are as goed, 
as they that are moſt oppoſite to thoſe corrupti= 
ons, and make the greateſt fr2w of diligence, and 


faithfulneſs in the duties of godlineſs. They 
hope Ged w1ll accepe of the will 
'not a ſpecial regard unto the heart? and he knows 
| that their hearts are as good as otherss Thus 


bl 


Jeha gloried in the goocneſs of his heart, though 
he only carried on his own ſecular intereſt,and de- 
parted not from the fins of Jeroboam the Son of 


Nebat, 2 Kings 10. 15. Is thine heart' right, 4s 


mine heart # with thy heart > And thus Sax] pleaded 
that he meant well, however he kept notthe 
commandment of the Lord, 1 Sam. 13. It, Is 
My brethren, if you will ſtand faſt againſt the ſe- 


, Cuctions of the multit:de , you muſt get rid of 


this rotten principle : and know, that it there be 
truth and wprightneſs in the heart, there will be a 
proportionable degree and meaſure of mo 


of godlineſs exprefled in the life and converſation, 


According to grace nithjn, ſo will bethe tenour 
of your carriage withent, I Jo. 3. 7» Little chils 


dren, let no man deceive you , he that duth riohteouſ- 


neſs, ts righteous, even as he ts righteww. Again v; 
iO. In thts the children of God are manifeſt, and the 
ehjldren of the devil : whoſoever doth net righteouſ- 


Neſs 
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Fyrity of their hearts. It is true, they cannot deny,but 
'Fthat their lives are not ſo pr and orderly as 
'Tchey ſhould be; they ow an 


fir the deed. Hath he 


wacky 


meſc, is not of God, to 
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oet theſ2 three contrary principles, rivited in your 
hEarts, in the room of jt. 


i That the heart of a man, as it us the ſeat of in-ſ 


ternal ſpiritual qualifications, ſo it is the well-ſpring 
of attion. All externa] practiſes are but ftreams, 


that flow from that fountain ; but fruit, that grows 


eth upon that zree. So thar if your converſations 


be vile and adominadle, 1t is impoſſible but your] 


hearts ſhould be filled with wickedneſs, andabo=- 
tminations alſo. Tf the words be light and frothy, 
the h:axr cannot be ſerious: Becauſe the mouth 


ſpeaketh out of the abundance of the heart, If the car- 
riage be wanton and effeminate, the heart can-} 


not be caſt , forall that wantoneſs proceedeth 
out of the heart, and ſo I mipht inſtance in other 


caſes, Mar. 7.21, 22,23. For from within out of | 


the he:rt of mens proceed evil thoughts, adulteries; 
fornications, murders,thefts, covetouſneſs, wickedneſs, 
deceit, laſciviouſneſs, an evil eye, blaſphemy, pride, 
fozliſhneſs : «All theſe evil things come from within, 
and defile the man, Mark it, it there be any fin 
and wickedneſs allowed in'the life, jt will of ne- 
ceſſity folon, that the heart is corrupt andnaught: 
That 1s the foxrce and original from whence fin- 
ful actions are derived, 

2. The new creature, which is formed in the hearts 


and ſpirits of all th: children of God, whereby alone 


they are made good and upright, is in its own nature 


and tendency, an abtive principle. Tt will raife a 
man from earth to heaven, and keep him from ſin 
and impiety, that he may be holy in all manner of 
converſation. Grace within 1s 45 the ointment of = 
right 


not of keep you, from under the 
ſnay, and power, of this principle of the multitudes] 
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right band, that will diſcover it (eff. So that if 
you live in the practiſe of any known fin, or in the 
neglect of any known daty, glory not, and lie not 
apainſt the truth (as S, James expreſleth it, cap, 3+ 


' 24+) 7. ce. Do not boaſt of the goodneſs of your 


hearts; for it #54 lie: They cannot be 200d un- 
teſs your lives be filled with all goodneſs. If your 
hearts are right with the Lord, your wayes will 
be repleniſhed with the fraits of righteouſneſs, 
which are by Feſ#9 (trift unto hes praiſe and glory. A 
good man out of the good treaſure of his heart, bringeth 
forth guod things : and an evil man ont of the evil 
treaſure, bringeh forth evil things, Mat. 12. 35. 
FWhoſoewver i born of God, duth not commit fin: for 


| his ſeed remaineth iu him. And he cannot ſin, becauſe 


he # born of God, I Jo. 3: 9. : 

3. The rule which Chriſt xill obſerve, in his judi- 
eial proceedings, according to wnich he will pronounce 
the ſentence of adſolution or condemnation, and 
ſend the ſons of men to their eternal eſtate, will be 
according to their workes, He will judge of your 
hearts, by the tenour of your converſations : And 
then the fooliſhneſs of this pretence will appeary 
that a mans heart may be good when his wayes are cor= 
rape : For Chriſt will give to every man accord- 
ing to his wayes, Rev. 20.12. And I ſaw the dead 
ſmall and great, ſtand before God : and the books were 
opened : and another buck was opened, which 3s the 


book, of life. And the dead were judged ont of thoſe 


| things which were written in the books, according to- 


their works, Again ve I3. And they were judged 
every man, according to their works. So that, Be net 
deceived, God us nut mocked : for whatſoever a man 


ſoxeth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For he that foxeth to 
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the fleſh ſhall of the fl 


that ſeweth to the? ſpirit, hall of the "ſpirit reap life 
everlaſting, Gal. 6. 7, 8. 


That's the-ſecond principle of the multitade, of 


which you muft beware, 


—_— 4, 


3- The third principle of the wultitade, which 
you mult carefully avoid, that you may not be 


* led by their example .into the commiſſion of finz 


hath reſpect to the benefit ariſing from the ſervice of 
God. The principle is this, That the following of the 


. world brings viſible profit, and advantage along with 


# : but there is ns benefit or emoliment that_doth 
come by ſt rifineſs in the wayes of religion. The fear 
of the Lord ſeems a fruitleſs way, in their eyes. 
They cannor but confeſs, thar God hath com- 
manded them, to be much in ſecking after him, to 
pray wirhour ceaſing, to be ſtedfaſt, numoveabley al- 
wayes abounding in the work of the Lord : But what 
good 15 there to be got by fo doing? here & the income 
of religion, that it bringeth along with it * What ad- 
vantage do men pet by ſetting apart ſo many dayes of 
fafting, ana prayer, and the like ſpiritual exerciſes? 


Job. 21. 14, T5. Therefore they ſay unto God, de- 


part from us, for we defire not the knowledg of thy 
wayes. What ws the Almighty, that we ſhould ſerve 
him ? and what profit ſhall we have, if we pray unto 


him ? And you find they principle in the hearts of | 


thoſe ſtubborn, and reftaQpry ſinners, Mal, 3. 
14. Ye have ſaid, it is vain ts ſerve God, and what 


efÞ reap corruption: but 2 


profit #5 it that we hve hept has ordinance, 4nd that ne 


have walked murnfully before the Lotd of hoſts? q. d. 
Men grow rich and wealthy by compliance with 
fin, but there's nothing to be gotten, at «ll; by 

| walking 
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4 S walking humbly with God, and attendati 
his ſervice.” This falſe principle” Sirs, muſt be re- 
jefltd, and difozned, if you will keep your felves 
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free from the taint of worldly pollutions * For by 
walking contrary to the 'wyltitzde , by . the 
ſtraight line .of pure -7eligion, ' you may poſſibly * 
be ſurrounded: with many dangers, . and ſuffer 
much loſs 5 and'that you will never willingly do, 
unleſs you ſee ſomething in godlineſs, able tg 
countervail tnoſe dangers, and 'to make repara- 
tion of your Tofles, Except you apprehend a geo 
conſciente to be a matter of conſiderable worth, 
and vale, you will never beat any great tf and 
expence 1h arder to keep a good conſcience. by 

' For the excluding therefore of theſe corrupt 
apprehenfions, jndeavour to faſten three contrary 
principles, upon your ſpirits iz their ftead ;, which 
I ſhall butjuſt couch upon, Du 

_ I. 'T hat walking -loſeh with God, in the highway 
bf holineſs i a ſure mans to evidence that God hath 
wiade with you an everlaſting covenant, and..to keep. 
you under the-verg of his peculiar favour, and regard. 
And is it no profit, to on the Lord of h:ſfs to be 
your faſt friend,” and portion for-ever? Is it no» 
thing'to be. made a ſpecial. favaxrire, unto the 
King of heaven ? Phy man, the earth is the Lords, 
and che fulneſs;thereof ; The heart of all men, 
tven the Kings heart is in the hands if the Lewd, and 
as the rivers of water, ke turneth it whether be pleaſ= 
eth. All the Armies of heaven, and the Inhabi- 


 tants of the world, are at his b4&; and underhis 


guidance. And, is it nothing to be uhder the 
ipecial care and prote&ion of this Generaiif/uma 2 - 
this ſovereign commander? Is 'it a matter little 
to be” regarded; to enjoy. the ſwile; and tokens 
abs On 
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of. his reconciled .countenance? Are the cons 

folations of Ged, Lecome ſmall in your eyes? Surely 
David pur another kind of eftimate upon them, 
T ſal. 4.5. There be many that ſay who will ſhew us 
any good ? Lord, lift thou up the light of thy counte» 
nance upon us, Plal. 34+ 2. Ay. ſoul ſhall make her 
boaſt in the Lord. ] have ſometimes: read of one 
of the Kings of France, that when the Spanyard 
ſent to denounce war againſt him, and the He- 
rauld proclaimedall his maſters titles, as King 
of Caſtile, Arragon, Sicelic, Naples, andthe reſt'; 


Tae French King returned to every one of them 


diſtinctly, 1 am King, of France, I am King of 
France : thereby intimating y _ that by that one 
flouriſhing Kingdom of Fraxce, he. was able to 
ox:Looſt the other in the multitude of his dominionss 
So may a believer by the enjoyment of one God, 
be able to oxtboaſt the worldling in all that he poſ- 
ſeſſeth. Hath he abundance of riches? But I, way 
a fincere Chriſtian ſay, have the eternal-God for my 
portion, who is the giver of all things, from whom, 
every good and perfect gift dath proceed. ' Hath 
the worldling the favour of great men, of Kings, 
and Emperours ? But I have the friendſhip of God) 
nho is the ſupreme King ; and all Princes: and poten 
rates upon earth are but his vaſſals and ſubjefts. Is: 
advanced to hongur and. great. dighity 2 Wells 
bat 1 am a ſon or daughter of the living. Gd, which 
1s far higher. preferiyent than the, mightieft men 
can confer on thei favoxrites, All that the world= 
ling poſleſſeth ,-is but for a ſmall; pittance..af 
time ; bat a believer hath intereſt in- eternal mane 
fions, in a crown and kingdome that cannnt be ſhaken 
And 15 the way to: this kingdome, an a»prefitable 
way 2 Mind what. the Pſalmiſt ſaith in thigire- 
ſpect 
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ſpet, £/al.84. 10, 11. For 4 day inihy (onrte 

z better _—_ I would chuſe rather to fit 
at the threſhold, inthe houſe of my God, than to dwell 
in the tents of wickedneſs. For the Lord God is 4 
Sun, and 4 rey 3 The Lord mill pive grace, and 
glory : No good thing will he withold, from them that 
walk aprightly. . 

2, The profit and advantage of godlineſs, « prin- 
cipally ſpiritual profit, whereas the hearts of the anre- 
generate are earthly, ſenſual, and carnal ; and there 
fere it ts, that they are not able to diſcern the ſweetneſs 
and excellency of religion. Not as if there were no 


CS 
4 
> 4 


fuch thing to be perceived, but their ſpirits are 


indifpcſed, and altogether ancapable of the' right 
perception thereof. For to a through diſcerning 
of any excellency whatfoever, there muſt. be al- 
Ways a proportion betwixt-the excellency diſcerneds 
and the power or facalty by which-it u diſcerned. 


To.make it clear by a familiar illuſtrations If 


diſcourſe with an Husandman, of ſome profita- 
ble way of manzrinzg of land, or concerning the 
beſt method of ordering grain and tillage z he wall 
eafily diſcern -the impurt of.'ſach difcourſez'and 
the benefit of fach experiments, as are comms 
mended to him. in that behalf:. Bur if you ſhould 
read to him-the moſt admirable /eftxre, in 'Geo- 
metry, Opticksz* Metaphyſicks, or the like : Hewill 
not apprehend .the uſefulneſs of it. hy? Be- 
caſe ther2 is a ſnitableneſs. in his. underſtandings 
for the reception of the oz, and not of the other. 
Thus it # inthu caſe * If a man would diſcern 
ſpir itual excellencies, he muſt have a ſpiritaal eye. 1 
be would raft ſweetneſs in the ſervice of God, he mu 


have a ſpiritual palate. But now the unregenera'e 
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' are carnal, and earthly : Their ſpirits lye.grovel- 
ling upon the earth, and their minds are linked 
and faſtened to things below, 1 (or. 2. 14. The 
natural man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of 
God : for they are fooliſhneſs to him. Neither can he 
know themsy becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 18 
a blind man do not perceive the beauty and love- 
lineſs of the Sqn ; It is not from any defect in that 
gloriows body : but through the defect of his fight. 
So if the wicked. do not ſee the profit of godli- 
_ neſs, ic is not through any defect 1n religion $ But 
becauſe themſelves are blind, and cannot ſee afar 
off, 2 Pet. 1+ 9. 

3. The preat reaſon, why perſons go emty anay © 
from the ſervice of God, and ſo bring up an evil report. 
zpon godlineſs, as if it were an unprofitable work, 
# becauſe their hearts are not upright in the ſight of 
the Lord, but they deal falſly in his covenant, 

They do thexyr work by halfes, and in a flight 
and ſuperficial way ; and ſo fall ſhort of their ex- 
_ pedations in the performance of it, Iſa. 58. 3. 
Wherefore have we faſted ſay they, and thon feeſt not 2 
Wherefore have we afflifed our Souls, and:thou takeſt 
no knoxwledg > Mark the anſwer 'that 1s returned 
eo theſe groundleſs complaints. - Behold in the 
day of your faſt you find pleaſure; and exatt all your 
labours. Behold, 10% if for firife and debate, and to 
fmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs. Is it ſuch a faſt that 
{ bave choſen? q. d. If. you did not play the Hy- 
pocrites, 1n the obedience you tender ; you ſhould 
never have cauſe tov: complaſn of my unreadineſs 
to reward you. If you were faithful in the obſer - 
vation of my Ratutes, I would in wo caſe fail the 
expectation of your ſouls, But ye brought ny 
whic 


. 


 which-nas torn, and the lame, and the fick:. 
brought an offering : Should I accept of this at your 
hand, ſaith the Lord > Mal. 1.23. My brethren, , 
the emolumentand advantage of religion, is en- 
cailed upon the poxer of godlineſs ; No wonder, 
that they find it not, who have only the form. For 
bodily exerciſe profiteth little : But godlineſs | reall 
and ſubſtantial godlineſs ] 5 profitable anto all 


J. things, having promiſe of the life that now is, and of 


that which zx to come, 1 Tim, 4. 8. And therefore 
the Lord appeals to the very conſciences of his 
people, whether ever they could ſay, that they 
had ſought him in vain, when they did ſeek him 
in fincerity, Mice. 2.7. O thon that art named, 
the houſe of Jacob, 7s the ſpirit of the Lord ftrait= 
ned ? Aretheſe his deings > Do not my words do goods 
to hims that walketh aprightly? 
That 1s the third principle of the multitude, to be 

rooted up, out of your ſpirits. | 


| am 
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4- The foarth e557. of the multitude which 
you muſt utterly reject, if you will not be led 
alide by their erroxr' into ſin, hath reference to the 
way of ſalvation, and the means of coming to the 
kingdom of heaven. That a perſon need net take ſo 
much pains, nor make ſo much adve, i order z0the 
attainment -of eternal life, as commonty. Miniſter: , 
preſs men anto : But a man may be ſaved well enough) \ 
without preciſene(ſs and circumſpettion over his wayes. 
They cannot but acknowledg, but that the Holy 
Ghiſt in the ſeriptures exhorteth men to be vigi- 
lant, and watchful, in every thing to be circumſpet, 
and zot to come neer to an evil matter : To contend 
garneſtly for the faith, and to ſtrive to enter in at the 
: PS: ſtrait 


a, . | 
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ſtrait gate. And indeed, will they ſay, theſe things - | 


are not amiſs in Minjfters, that have nething 
eſſe to mind, but to inveigh againſt fin, and to 
ſtudy the word of the Lord: Bur they cannot 
believe, they are of abſolute neceſſity to ray 
but that a man may do well eneugh, though he, 
now and then, indulge himſelf to ſatisfe his luſts. 
They will never be perſuaded, that God will 
damn all that come not up to theſe rigid terms, 
Thus they harden their hears avainſt the fear of 
the Lord, and ſet open a door unto /icentionſneſs. 
Deuc. 39. 19. I ſhall have peace, though I walk in 


the imagination of mine heart, to adde drunkeneſs to 


thirff. As if the ſinner ſhould have ſaid, as carnal 


people in our dayes are wont ro doe. Do you think), 
Heaven was appointed only for a company of Pu- 
ritans, that make more Scrap/es than they need? 
Why may not a man take his fill of pleaſures 
wpon earth, and yet come to the kingdom of hea- 
ven as well as othzrs? ſurely God never inten- 
ded, totye us up in ſuch narrow bounds as theſe 
Strgit-lac't Preachers wouid perſwade us. Come, 
let we fill par ſelves with ſtrong drink, and take our 
freedons whi'ſt memay, and yer our fouls ſhall do as 
well as theirs. Tf you would ſee the farther work- 
ings of this curſed and Helliſh principle, conſule, 

P/al.10.3. Iſa. 28.14,15. And Jer.5.12.13. 
Ay belwved, if you will keep yauy ſelves un- 
ſported from the world, great care muſt be taken 
that you give not the leaſt, rereption or entertain-- 
ment, lnto thefe deviliſh diftites.. For if once 
ſuch /ibertine thoughts do but enter into your h+4ds, 
they will quickly fall down, as a mighty Ter- 
rent, Upon yur pearts, and carry you headlong 
| [Q 
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to all exceſs of riot, As the firſt point of wiſdom 


1s, to pitch upon the right end: So the next is, to 
take care of eletting and cloſing with the ſure .and pro- 
per means, for compaſſing that end. If you fancy 
to your ſelves, an eaſy way to ſalvation, you do . 
thereby tempt the tempter, to lead you 'in the 
broad way to deſtru&ion. Your ſpirits are there- 
by as 4 City without gates or walls, open to all rhe 
inroades of that wicked oney and of wicked men 
chat are his inflruments. And therefore to An- 
tidote your ſouls againſt this Poyſonoms principley 
let theſe three contrary principles fink deep with- 
1n YOu, | | 
1. That the Holy Ghoſt is expreſſe concerning it, 

rhat the nay of ſalvation is a narrow, and difficult way: 
and that there are nt few of thoſe, that ſit under the 
teachings of the word of God, that will arrive with 
ſafety at the kingdom of heaven, Mark ity 1 ſay, 
theſe are truths which are frequently incalcated 
and very clearly aſſerted. They are not dark n0- 
tigns, and concluſions , that are pretended to be 
drawn by far-fetcht conſequences, from the ſcrip- 
tare z but they are delivered fo plainly , thar 
there is no way left for evading the force' of 
them. Mat F-13314. Enter ye in at the ftraitgate : 
for wide us the gate and broad i the way, that lead- 
eth to deſtraftion, and many ther be which go in there- 
at. Becauſe ſtrait ts the pate | or how ſtrait 1s tne 
oate? ] amd narrow ts the may that leadeth unto lifes 
and few there be that find it. Not only the way of 
holineſs, inthe utmoſt extenr of it, is a difhculr 
way ; but the way that leadeth nnto life ; ſuch ho- 
lineſs, as is of abſo/ute neceſſity to conduct a finner 


to ſalyation; And they are but an handful-n 
P- 4 compariſon 


(216) 
compariſon that watk in it, -. But. this may be 
meant will the carnal profeſſour ſay, in relation to 
Heathens and Infidels, and groſs [dolaters, that 
worſhip a falſe God, - and never had the know- 
| Hedg of a AMediarour. We are Chriſtians, and 
members of the Charch,and hear the word of the Lord, 
-Se therefore what our Saviour ſaith in another 
place, Mat. 23. 14. For many are called, but few 
are choſen. When are finners externally called, by 
a common vocation, but when the word of God 
ſoands in their eres, inviting them to repen- 
| rance, and the Spirit of God deals by his motions 
with their hearts, admonithing and perſwading 
them ro come unto Chriſt, that they may be 
ſaved ?. And-few of rh: fcrt attain to eternal l;fe. 
Look into the old xor/d, and thexe were but eight 
perſons ſaved from the deluge, whereof there was 
one, atleaſt, an hypocrite; and the reſt of tte 
world were ſwept away, not only with the be- 
ſom of tempcral deſtruttion, but into the pit of 
eternal perdition. Conſider the ſtate of Sodom, 
and there could not be found ren riphtecrs perſons 
3n that populous City, But leaſt you ſhould ſay 
that theſe: were profefled Atheiſts, and Infidels, 
and ſo the caſe not parallel, with ſuch as are cl- 
[ed the peqple of God : Let us therefore make 
mſpection- into the body of Iſrael, when Elias 
 madermterceſfion to the Lord againſt them, who 
thought that: only himſelf had been left alone 
faithful unto Jehovah. And. pray, what was the 
anſwer of GoJ unto him 2 See Rom. x 1. q. ſhave 
reſerved to my ſelf,: ſeven thouſand men, who have not 
bowed the knee to the image of Baal. Mark it, b:it 
feven thouſand in the whole kingdom of Prams 


that confiſted of. ten of the Tribes. We read of 
eleven hundred and threeſcore thouſand mighty men of 
valoxr, at one timez.41 the two tribesof Fudah and 
Benjamin, beſides the ſouldiers that kept the gari- 
ſons : Now if you ſhould reckon propertionably, 
concerning the fer tribes, and make but a reaſo- £ 
re | nable computation of the reſt of the people, men 
; and women, What were ſeven thouſand in reſpetiof 
/ the whole ? What an inconfiderable pittance ? ſcarcely, if 
{ one of 4 thouſand. However the caſe ts plain,there are 
. but few 1n compariſon that hear the word of the 
5 Lord, that will come to the ſtate of blefſedneſs 
1n the enjoyment of the Lord. And, to bring this 
matter toan bead, if the way to Heaven were eaſy, 
how comes it to pals taat ſuch mmltitades periſh? It 
t men might be ſaved at a cheap rate, without ſtrift- | 
'neſs, and diligence, whence 1s it that the greateſt 
pumber fall (ſhort of ſalvation ? If the careleſs and 
ſenſual are in the wayto heaven, who are the wultis 
tude, in the viſible Church, that Chriſt tells us,ſhall 
be ſent into the chains of darkneſs > Do not you 
tremble,zwhen you meet with ſuch paſlages inthe 
Bible Þ Tamafraid, Sirs, you dare not ſeriouſly 
ffudy and meditate upon ſuch ſcripture-truths, leaſt 
they ſhould make your hearts to ake, and awaken 
you out of your golden dreams. 

2. Tonough there are deprees of grace» and dif- 
ferent meaſures of holineſs 1n theSaints and ſervants 
of God : and many perſons that are ſaved never - 
attained to that/farure and pitch of godlineſs in 
this life, at which ſome have arrived : Ter there 
are ſuch things of abſolute and indiſpenſable neceſſity 
to ſalvation, and to evidence that you are partakers of 
faving grace inthe ſmalleſt degree, that will ſuf- 

| | - ficiently 
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ficiently manifeſt that Heaven ts not tobe got without | 
much pains and diligent in the purſuance f it, Mat. 
Ii. 12. The kingdom of heaven ſuffereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force. There 1s no get- 
ing into that City, except youſtorm it : unleſs you 
vehemently ſtrive to lay hold upon it. Lazy »iſh- 
7ngs and wouldings will never bring you thither, 
Lute warmneſs and ſlothfulneſs will certainly fall 
ſhort ofit. The bare external and ſuperficial per- 
formance of ſome dnties whilft 1n other things 
you take liberty to indulgs the fleſh, will un- 
doubtedly leave you ſtill in the ſtate, of Danna- 
tion ; what eyer fond conceits you may have of 
the Contrary. | 

Let us lightly paſs over the mention of ſome 
particulars that are of abſolute neceſſity to eter- 
nal life.” (1) The whole nature muſt be cleanſed from 
the poxer of ſin, and every corruption mortified and 
brought into (ubjeQian, Rem. 6.6, 14. 2 Cor.5.I7» 
(2) The whole perſon muſt be devated and conſecrated 
unto the Lovd.; and (urrendred into his hands, to 
de at Gods diſpoſal, and ro follow him, at h#- feet, 
without reſervation and exception of any part Or 
faculty, Iſa, 44. F- 2 Cor. 8. 5, (3) All the time 
of 4 mans life maſt be dedicated to the (ervice of the 
moſt high; and to the imployment of holineſs, 
Luk. 1.75+- 1 Pet. 1,17. (4). Every known, [in 
mult be altually abandoned and forſaken they muſt be 


- utterly abandoned and caft off, never to be fol- 
\ Towed any more, Ezek. 18.21, Galat. 5. I9,2T- 
(5) All the commandments of the Lord muſt be ve- 
fpraed, and a conſcientious regard mul} be had 


unto the due performance of every wn duty, 


Pſal. 119.5. (S) The whole flock of cur ourm-rd 
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enjoyments muſt be managed in 4 ſubordinationeq the 
' glory of God, and eternal conceruments : and be 
readily abandoned and rejeited, even the deareſt of 
them, when they come in competivion with cloſe 
walking with God : and the ſorgf tortures and 
affiftions willingly ſubmitted to, rather than be 
driven back into the wayes of fin, Mar. 16. 24, 
2526, Heb. 11.35. Now let us caſt oar eyes 
back on theſe things, .and ſee whether they can be 
done with a wet finger, The reaſon, why carnal 
people imagine, that they may come. to heaven, 
withouc much circumipection and trifneſs, is, 
becauſe they know not what reall hdlineſs is, nor 
wherein it dota conſiſt, whica is the only way 
that leadeth to heaven. | 
3- Let zbzs princijle. alſo be erected and ſet up 
in your ſouls, that alrhough no Chriſtian deth attain 
toan abſolute perfeftion of grace or holineſs in thas lifes 
Jet the meaneſt ſincere {riſtian, every true believer, 
ſtill preſſing after perſeftion. He doth nor allow 
himſelf in the leaſt iniquity, but is ſtill cleanſing 
himſelf farther every day, and preſſing fornard in 
oodlineſs, till he nath gotten to the fark, He 
doth not content himſelf with any attainments 
received ; but is ever, labouring after more inti- 
mate acquaintance-wita God, and a cloſer fel- 
 Towthip and communion with himy Pþil.3.13,04. 
Every ſound Chriſtian,takes the life of Chriſt, for 
hiSputern. And though ſometimes it falleth our 
that he maketh blots and blarres in tranſcribing, 
yer he ftudieth to write as neer as may be ac- 
cording to that c#py, i Jo. 3- 3, Every man that 
hath this hipe in bins «parifierh himſelf, even as he 1s 


pare. 
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So much for the rafing of that fourth curſed and Þ 
corrupt Principle of the Multitude. 


— , Be” 


5. The next Principle of tke mpltitude, is tonch- 
3ng the accomodations of this life, the good 
thinss of this world. That it # a point of the preateſt 
#i{dom, to make ſnre of all that can be potten here, and 
let truft God ith our ſonls, for they cannot be lefs 
zu better hands. They think Gold and þlver are 
fare friends, upon all occaſions 3 and make way 
for a man in any buſineſs whatfoever - And 
therefore they count ſuch men fools and idiots, 
that know not their own concerns, who will part 
with theſe things upon the niceties of conſcience 5 
and \vill loſe their. worldly advantages, upon any 
oround whatſoever. For themſelves, they had 
rather traſt God with their ſouls, than men nith their 
bodies and eſtates, So that whatever cometh of it, 
they will be ſure to get, what they can, that they 
may have 'ſomewnar.co rely upon, in the time of 
need, Prov. 18. 11. The rich mans wealth & his 
frong City, and an high wall in his own conceit. 

For the preyention of the workings of this 
fonl-deſtrultive principle, let thefe enſuing leſſons 
be well imprinted on your ſpirits, and fre- 
quently weighed and pondered in your thoughts. 
-* IT. The God of holineſs hath threatned to Laſt the 
indeavonrs, and bring the laboars to noaght, of ſuch as 
eagerly and olftinately purſue the things of this life, 
end neolett to be diligent F1/4 laying ap FI good founda- ks | 
rion for eternity. When they are earneſtly ſet up- 
on gettzng riches, and care not .to keep nndefiled 
eonſciences, the Lord 1s wont to ſend a carſe upon 


their bleſſings, and to ſhrivel their gains into a very 
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3 xerrow compaſs. So that, what-profit hath a mar; 
\ inſach acaſe, of all his pains and labour, whereby 


his heart hath been: diſquieted ? hz Sirs, #49 


. the bleſſing of God that maketh rieh, Prov. 10. 22+ 
\ And-yhat if that bleſſing. be withholden from 
yon? Thenall your-enjoyments will zither and 


crumble into duſt, even as flowers fade at the de- 


_ parture of the San. And this is none other, than 


you may well expect, if you follow this world to 


. theneglect of the other world. Fhishe is wontto 
- execute, upon the chitdren of men, when, they 
- wound their ſoxls and conſciences, to get the traſh 


and dang of the earth : when they tollow after * 


| this world and take no heed to walk in the fteps of 


his precepts. Sometimes God bloxeth upon thee 


- Taboury and travel, that they' weary themſelves 


as in thefire for very vanity, Hag. 1.9. Ye locked 


* for- much, aud loy it: came to little z and when ye. 


brought it home, 1 did blow upon it. Why, ſaith the 
Lord of hoſts ? Becauſe of mine honſe that w waſte and 


Je run every man to kis own houſe. Sometimes he 


ſuffers them to have much, but doth not give them 


 anheart to enjoy what they have 2 They have no 


profit, nor can ſuck any ſweetneſs, ar comforts out of. 
cheir greateſt abundance, Eccleſ. 6. 15 2. S2me- 
times he leaveth thein to the ſwing of their laſts, 
to ſpend what they got for their bodies, to the 
rune and deſtruction of their ſouls 2 So that alt 
they have ts too little, to ſatisfte thoſe, wnſatiable, 

and unramed, luſfts,, Ecel.5.1 3,14, Prov. 1.32. 
2. hits bat yet alittle while, and all the good things 
of this werld ſhall not, inthe leaſt be able to do.you good. 
Taey cannot ſupport under the reymars of con- 
ſcience, in ths /ife ; mnch leſs can they - 
. tie 


the troke of death, or allay' the bitterneſs of that 
paſſage. They may adde tothe torrares of conſci- 
ence, becauſe of their evil getting, and miſeme« 
ployment 3 but cannot miniſter a dram of con- 
ſolarion to the departing ſpirit, Prov. 10. 2, They 
may increaſe the puniſhment aſſigned, in the 
day of judgment : but no way prevail to the a/re- 
ration, Or rev9cetion, of the ſentence of the Fadg. 
he will not regard thy riches, nor thouſands of 
gold and filver, When a rich man dieth, he ſhall 
carry ntthing away: Hts plory ſhall not deſcend after 
him. T hougo whiles he lived, he bleſſed his Soul 5 and 
men vill praife thee, when thong deſt well to thy ſelf : 
He ſhall go tothe generation of his fathers z they ſhall 
never ſee lights” Pal. 49. 17, 18, 19. Now it is | 
acconnted a piece of the chiefeſt wiſdom, to get 
much in this world, however it be gotten, Bat in 
the end, the worldling ſhall be a fool, Jer. 17-11. 
z,e. Then it will appear what an egregiozs Dole 
he was; his folly will be declared betore men 
and Angels. | | et 
3. Whereas the Earthworm pretends, that. he will 
traft God with his Soul, know, that the Lord uill 
have nothing to an in a nay of mercy, with ſuch : but 
will leave rbems to fall and periſh by their own counſels. 
But will not God preſerv# thoſe that traſt in him ? 
Yea, but this-1s not to truſt. in the Lord, but'pro- 
fanely to .cempr him : Ard be will repay ſuch as 
| hate him totheir face, Then do we- place our cone 
fidence'under his ſhadow, when. our dependance 
1s acted in the way of righteouſneſſe : When we give 
up our ſelves, 1n- integrity, to be his ſervants, 
and keep the way of the Lord, Pſal. 4. 5+ Pſal. 
37- 3» 7, 34: Li perſons live in fin, and mind 
MF | | eartnly 
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earthly things, and yet ſay they lean apon the Lord « 
This very preſumption will bring upon them a 


fore, and inevitable, deſtruction, Mic. 3.1112» : 


So much, to eradicate and plack up: that fifth 
Principle out of your hearts. ©P 


. .6, The fixth helliſh principle eſpouſed; and em- 
braced, by the mwltityde concerns the evil of thaſe 
fins, in which they live, and with the filth where- 
of they are wont to defile themſelves. Their 
Tenent 1s this, that there us no great hurt intheir 
irregularities and tranſgreſſions : nor are they ſuch 
wiſchievons things,, as many. are preſſed to believe. 
What-harm 1s there (will they ſay ) 1f-a man talk 
idly. and frothily? Ththey now and then 7evel, and 
tipple;zin a way of werrimenty and to paſs away 
their time ? They hopey.no body is the worſe for 
it ; they know indeed, they are actions condem- 
ned, in the word, but mhat hurt # there in them, if 
they tend to.no.mans loſs, or detriment? They 
pray,,God, they may. never do worſe, and the like. 
They. cannot deny x:;but they ate forbidden zo 
adde:ts:the word of the Lord ; To introduce \mens in- 
ventims.. into his. worſſap.; To ſet their Poſts. by hes 
Poſte, and their threſholds Ly his threſhold; But what 
need-men keep. fuch 4 doe. againſt them, being 
innacest hermleſſe things'; eſpecially ifithey;jars 
appointed for- decencyiand |. edification ?' However 
they are confident. that if tney .do- »9 good, yet. 
there is.no great matter of hurt in them. Thes / 
might inſtance in many caſes; For it is the ordinary 
pleas. which finners produce, to juſtifie much of 
their impiety, Ezeck..16. 20. 7s rhes of thy whore- 
doms:4 ſreall matters q.d, Surely wr appears 2 

{mall 
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ſmall matter in your'eyes. Theſe are nful ap- 
prebenſions which are ſedulonſly to be mortified, 
and ſubdued : For unleſs- your minds are poſ- 
ſefled with abhorring thoughts of fn, your ſouls can 
never be throughly humbled for 1t ; nor will be 
atmuch pains or expence to eſcape the pollution. 
'But T have ſpoken abundantly to this, in one or 
two places before. Only let me beſeech you 
to put theſe zwo interrogatories, hole upon your | 
conſ{ciences. | | 

Q. I. 1s there no bart, in provoking the Lord of 
glory to indignation ? | 

Is not-he the life of thy life, and the ſtrength of 
thy heart, and the Aathor and giver of all the mer- 
cies, which thou enjoyeſt > -Cannot he ſtrip thee 
naked, ahid leave thee deſolate, in a moment? Is 
not he ableto fill thy bones withſorrowes, and thy 
Spitit with anpuiſh, 'and to cruſh thee in pieces, 
with the leaft effets of his writh ? Djd ever manor 
woman barden themſelves againſt God, and proſpered? 
And is there 0 hurt in that which. ſtirreth up his 
fury againſt thy Soul ? Do you provoke him to anger, 
and do net you provoke your ſelves, to the confuſon of 
your own faces? Fer. 7. 19, Why man; Gods 
wrath is incenfed, by the ſmalleſt of thine abo- 


 minations.  S2e what order he gave in caſe 'of 
the profanation. of the Sabbath, when the man 


eathered (ticks in the wilderneſs on that day.” 
Num. I5-35- The Lord ſatd. unto Moſesy the man 
fhall be ſurely pat to death, all the congregation ſhall 
ſtone him with ſtones, nithout 'the camp. See how: 
Jealous he was,.1n the cafe: of his inſtituted wor- 
ſhip. - When Nadab and Abiha Prieſts whom the 
Lord had conſecrated, offexed up incenſe before 

him 
j 


LY a>" 
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| Hhimy They were ingaged in the ſervice oft 


T_ Ps 0  f. " 


trac God, and in the. duties, fir the maing*of his 


own appointment : Only they took liberty 'to- 


make ule of ſtrange fire, which God had \net conm« 


manded. eAnd there went ont fire from the Lords 


and devonred them, and they died before the Lord- 
Lev. 19. 2. Obſerve how ſeyerely-he dealt irs 
the caſe of Uzz.4h, who did but touch the «rb, 
when the Oxen ſhook it ; probably out of a 200d 
intention. And the anger of the” Lird was kindled 
againft Uzzahy and he ſmote him, becauſe he put his 


, hand to_the Ark : and there he died before God; 


T Chron. | 3. io. Laſtly, mind what dreadful 
comminitivns-are denounced againft the ſmalleſt 
preſumpturms fins (ſuch as thine are, for which 


- thou pleadeſt as having no hurt in them.) Nam. 
' 5+ 30, 31, But the Soal that doth ought preſumptu- 


ouſly, whether he be born in the land, or a ftranger, the 
ſame reproacketh the Lord : and that- ſoul ſhall be cut 
off from among hs people. © Becauſe he hath deſpiſed the 
word of the Lord, and hath broken his cammindment * 
that ſoul ſhall mtterly be cat iff : his iniquity ſhall be 
pon him. Mark ity the lealt preſumptuous fin 1s 


a reproaching of God, and deſpiſing tis word. It 


reproacheth God as 4 lyar,as if he would not 
make good his-tareatnings : It reproacheth him, 
as A countenancer of wickedneſs : As unjuft and un- 
righteous 1n his doings : and it expoſeth the {in- 


_ ner to be utterly cut off, and to die 1n his fins. And 


# there no burt in ſuch things? © + <0 

. 2, What apprehenſions are you likely to hawe of 
theſe impieties, at the day of accounts ? Then, when 
conſcience is awakened , they will appear mn 
their danger and loathſoroneſs. Then; when puniſh- 
ment 
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ment is at hand, your ſouls will rue it, thatewer 
you medled with them : that ever you were ſo ſots 
tifh, as to follow after lying vanities. - For the 
day of Jadgirent ,will be a day of convittion, as 
well as of recompence, Jade15, O my beloved, 
lay theſe chings to heart betimes, whilſt you are yet 
in the nay. - It iva dreadful thing to be anconvinced 
of the bitrerne(s of fin, till the . rorments of hell 


COnUINCe you. 


7. The laſt principle of the multicude, which 1 
ſhall mention, hath an eye upon the elefting prace 
of God. Will they ſay, if God hath appointed to 


fave 14, we ſhall be ſaved 5, thingh we be never ſo 


great ſtrangers to the wayes .of holineſs : And if be 
hath appointed 4s to wrath, we ſhall periſh ; all our obe= 
dience and endexvours will be to no purpoſe, towithſtand 
or alter hs confeſs. Thus the Devil hath taught 
ungodly men to.reafon, and the Semi-pelagians are 
his Xſiers to inſtruct them more artificially toma- 
nage this xrerched principle. This 1s one of the 
ſtrong holds of Satan, whereby he keepes poſlefſion 
of the ſouls of the unregenerare. By thus arguing, 
they remove all hindrances out of the way, that 
they may give tiaemſelves up freely to laſciviouſ- 
xeſs, to commit iniquity with preedineſs. It 18 the 
very principle which S. Pan! mentioneth to be in 
the hearts of the zmpenitent, and which he re- 
bukes with ſnch vehemency and holy indipnarions 

Rem, 9. 18,19. He hath mercy on whom he will have 

mercy, and whans he will he hbardeneths. Thin wilr 

fay then vntomes why dith he yer fond fault > for who 
k ath. rejiſicd Lis will. As if they ſhould ſay, our 

{>Ivati0n, we jee, depends wholly on the will and 

pleaſure 
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| 16679 of God ;' If be bath decreed to bring us to 
eaven, we ſhall get thither, however we demean our 
ſelves : and if God hath decreed ns to condemmation, 
we ſhall be condemned, whatever pains wettake to wall 
in the ſtrift wayes of religion. For his will is arbi- 
trary and anchangeable, ſuch as- cannot he reſiſted. 
My brethren, theſe corrupt reaſonings mult be 
flenced ? elſe they will cut the fnews of al vi- 
gorous indegy2urs, to pleaſe the Lord, and tobe 
found faithful unto him, The do&rine of Gods 
Preſcience and Decrees is no countenancer of 
ſlochfulneſs, no enemy to gadlinets, but a pro- 
moter thereof, if rightly weighed and confi- 
dered. It mightily tends ro the advancement of the 
Grace of God, 2 Tm, 1. 9+ To enipty 4 man of him- 


,ſelf, and to ſtop the mouth of all proud, carnal, 


gloriation and boaſting, 1 C9r. 4.7. To quicken and 


| provike 4 to diligence, and exattneſs in the works of 
. piety,that there>y it may appear that we are a cho- 


ſen people whom God hath called according to 
his purpoſe, r Theſ. 1. 45,6,7. And therefore, 
to {top the mouth of thoſe jin-advancing, and 
fonl-ruining re:ſonings, and to. ſer your ſpirits 
right in this particular : Let cheſe four contrary 
princizies be well ſetled ani faltened in your 
ſouls. 

1- Whom God bath appyinted to ſalvation as the 
end, he hath -ppointed to regeneration, and univerſal 
obedience in the [ife, as the means leading to that end. 
Whom he hath predeſtin:zted to partake uf tne 
kingdom of Heaven, by vertne of the Merits of 
the death of Jz\1s Chrift, ne hath predeſt inared 
to be conformed to the image of his Son, Rom, 
8. 29. Theſe things are fo infeparadly con- 
Q nv nz&ed 
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F6 Fl Al 6Fb5; and the TMagrity of our dives: we 

” appear that we are. MA of God! A 
3vmay a an hand in bringing about.much | 
the purpoſe. of the Lord, and. yet be a wicked 
rebelinfodoing, 48. 2.23. So thats. 1jay,'our- 

; Þ-—pufneſs confilteth«in hearkening, to.his [495 and? 
$*-'6u forming our. ſelves. ta the. dittges and injun- 


Y I "3 of the lame, Det. 29: 29, Theſecret things 


| PF xibelong unto the Lord onr:God-+: But thoſe things which 


& - & fre revealed belong. unto. ty; andFro our children for 


(% - 5 that me juay do all. the ors, of this law. 
3+ Settle 'this:;aS;a privciple.in yours. hearts. 
: F > Wat 28 oy apoio | egregion folly and; ſottiſhneſs, to 
; Þ- \Gotuare cantons. berdful. In the preferving: our. bo- 
45 than tBÞ-faving our ſouli.; and to venturt onr © 
10M | .-aHt6 Pre, aud the Afairs of. the.” 
I & 3:1d-ro ; COMES inſach 4 bottgzs, wherein we hl nit.. 
TE Þtnr zo put our; ſelvesy as rev ORabfaeny eating 
E af porlds 1; ( Y 
1 Tingaory- conftrarian - Þ: tbronglths | ; 
© Þ hearts ſafficiently. ſhew ug the, »caY-: 
roſs /tnpidiry of the multicude in their 704 oninges 
Þ* F: Ne .nong. of them. will. be perſvadeds: rhus;c 
"Þ "rs TER; 4 reſpedt to;their bodsly brat 
-- androxtwardieftate... I1y, Lovely, as. God hathpre- 
Wingo Maroc many HO Bo 


; WES: «1; 5 2h 
SO *. 


- 


; Fe) : 
| he tath fore.ordained all things that come to paſs, 


There is not the ſmalleft concernment, that be- 


faileth any of the ehildren of men; but it falleth 
unger the compaſs of Gods decrees,' Eph, I. 13- 
Bring predeſt inated according to the purp?ſe of him, 
who worketh all things, according to the counſel of his 
own will. Now take the prifaneſt ſinner, and he 
will not plead, after itz f-ſhion, in relation to 
his outward man, and earthly comforts, When a 
wicked man is bound upon the bed of ſickneſs, he 
will not ſay, If God bath prrpoſed F ſhall have eaſe 


of my pains) then I ſhall be ſure to have. it, however 


diſorderly I am : If God hath decreed 10 recover me, 


T ſhall recover, though I negleft the means : And if 
not, ell my care and eadeivours are-to #0 effeft. No, 
but ſaith ke, ſend forthe Phyjitian 5 give me this 
pition, which 1s proper t9 my diſtemper,: and 
that cordial, which is of uſe ro (trengthen nature : 
For I moſt viſe the means of Yeaith, if ever I wonldt+x- 
peft the bleſſing of health. ' Take an vnconverted 
fnner in bis irade, and tr-ftgre 5 he'willnot thus 
reafon-the ca'e, /f. God 29 parpnſed that [ fhatl 
te tich, then-1 am: ſure it will cometo- puſs, however 


idle, and negligent, I am fn my calling * And if not, 


all my {abour and indeffsy will Le unſuccesful., No, bur 
he will bay, and fell, and rrade, and rraffigar 5 he 


will look carefully to his, fbop, and Ive fraugally, 


and lgok well to his 'buſinels : For, faith he, as 
the 1®- of God maketh rich, ſoit 25 the diligent 


hand, which he hath app-inted asthe means conducing 
therexto, | And, pray mind it Sirs, 15.1t an equ1- 
table thing, thus tu/plead m the caſe' of eternal 
falvation, when asFou will notbe-{9 ſottiſh in 
the caſe of wor/d/y:aurermmedations > Methinks, if 
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finners had a mind towake experiments,cthey ſhould 


degin with their bodies, and texaporal eftate, rather 
than with their Sox/s, which are of value - infi- 


nitely beyond them. Lecme ſpeak unto you in 


allufon to the words oi inc Apoltile, Fames cap. 5. 
7, 8. Be patient therefore irethren, unto the coming 
of the Lord. Behold the hu«bandnsan watteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it, The like argyment may I uſe mn this particu- 
lar of Gods decrees. D-> nut reaſon your felves in- 
ſo ſlothfuineſs, and 1mpieties, from the fore-ap- 
pointment of God. Behold tne Husbandman will 
not be ſo ſenjeleſs, as to reaion in that ſort: He 
will not ſay, 1f God bath decreed I ſhall have a 
good crop, and a plentiful harveſt, it thall be ſo, 
though I ſleep and be careleſs; though I neither 
plow nor fox :*And if he hath decreed 0: herwilſe, 


all my travel is in vain. No, but he will plow all 


day to ſow ; he will «pen and break, the cluds of the 
rownd ; Doth not he manare the ſoile > and make plain 
the face of the earth? And e-(t int the principal wheat, 
and the a pointed barley, and the rie in their ſeaſon 
For his God doth inſtru& him to Ciſcrerion, and 
doth teach him. He knoxeth, that drowſineſs will 
clothe a man with rags: And that if he wouid 
attain ihe end, he muſt give"diligence in the uſe of 
the means. Be ye diligent alſo, in working out y0:r 
ſalvation, and that with fear and trembiing. | 
4. As ne muſt endeaviur towalk by the rule of ite 
goſpel, fo we muſt carry on the buſineſs of eternity, in 


che rder and method of the gojpel . And this is the 


_ order, not firſt'y to enquire inco the counſels - 


of God, whether fou be ele&ted or not ; but in 
he firſt place to be earneſt with God for the grace 
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of copverfon, and to preſs after parity of bearr, and 


. © bolineſs of converſation, that from thence you nay 


- be able to prove your eleftion, 2 Pet. x. 10. Give 
diligence to make your calling , and elettion ſure. 
Mark it, firſt your calling or converſion, unto 
God, and your elefion thereby. Elſe you begin at 
the wrong end, _ 565 * | 

Thus I have largely inſiſted on the fourth Di- 
reftion. Tf. you would not be led ahide by the - 
multitude's praQtiſe, Take heed that your entertain nor  } 
their principles. | | j 
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Dir. 5. If you will not conform to the 
practiſe of the multitude, make them not the men of 
your ſociety and fellowſhip. Hold no familiar corre- 
ſpondency with them : But make the people of God the 
zen of your counſel. Tf you familiarly converſe. 
with ijafefted, perſons, you will be ſure to catch 
the plapye of them. If. you have intimacy. with 
them, you will learn their wayes, and bring a: ſnare to 
your ſouls, Prov. 22, 24, 25, You have many: pro- 
Fefſoars think they have writ of exemption from 
contracting defilement, by the ſociety of the-un- 
godly : And therefore they make no bones of fa- 
-miliar- ccrreſpondency with (inners : Only they 
are reſolved not to comply with them, in any 
thing n{z].; but will hold faſt their integrity. 
Alas Chriſtians," this 1s but to cheat and .cozen 
your own ſouls. Can a man carry fire inhzs boſom, 
and hw clothes nit be burnt? Can he intimately con- 
verſe with the ungrdly, and-not receive a tintture, at 
leaſts of their ſpirits Be aſfared of this, if you do 
not ſome way or other defi:e your ſelves, but deal 
traly and faitkfa'ly with the Lord, they.will erther 
Nv leave 
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200 their uagodlingſs,.c or: CEN | 
and-loath' your ſociety... The reſolutian-of David 
1s an excellent; pattern, Pial. 119. 115+ Depart, 
from mz: Je evil doers- : for 4 will-koep (he: command We 
ments of: my: God; As if he had. ſaid;. I (hall be © 4 
ſure: co deal {aiſty in the. covenant! of-my God, {| 
and not keep his commandments; ;unleſs I break 
off ſociety. with evil doers. And v. 63. lama 
companion of all thein that fear thee : and of them that, 
3 Kkeeptby ſtatues. | 
I Dir. 6. Laſtly, if you would not phe infeted ? 4M 
| by the multitude, /ears che great. goſh leſſomof ſelf= 1 
denial. Self- ſeeking witexpaſe 1 t0.0e caught 
in every ſnare, Luk. 9. 23 
Thus I have done with _ frond ("6 Þ , by way 
A of diretion. 


SECT. IX. +4 [1:008 
-] O provokes and ſtir Jou #Þ, to FL matchial 


over your ſelyes, that you do;not follow 
the w2/titudes. example : 1 ſhall only put you un | 1 
mind of three muving conſiderations... . Wo 
Mot. 1. If you be led by the example of the geper 
rality, and walk in their ſteps.: 1t will be a ſure evi- 
dence that you are ftill the children of the. Devil, and _ + 
under his government. For this 3s one of the pro- 
perties of ſuch as are dead in fins, and treſpafles, 
and are acted dy the prince of the power of the 
aire, being children of diſobedience : That.ckey 
ow uh according i to the ceurſe of the worlds Eph. 2.852, | 
Mot. 2. If you live no otherwiſe than. the multis © 
ws 304 will fall ſhirt of many that fall ſhort of 


heaven 
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betxven. Sundry hypocrites have out-gone you. 
This the unjuſtified Phari/ee could boaſt of, that 
be as not a6 other men, Luke 18. It. And if your 
righteouſneſs be leſs than that of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who ace excluded from the kingdom 
of Heaven ; how will you be able to eſcape the 
damnation of Hell! | 

Mot. 3. This argument from the multitude. is 
emmon|y of no validity in reſpe&t of outward evils ; 
and why ſhould it prevail as to ſpiritual evils, which are 
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the ſoreſt, and - whereby all outward judgments are 


pulled down npgg our heads,. The covetous worldiing 
will not cf Wy his riches,though all his neigh» 
boars are poor and indigent: But he labouys to 
outftrip them -in worldly goods. Take a man 
that hath hz health, when all about him are-fck, 
impotent or diſeaſed ; and he will not deftroy his 
health, becauſe he would be like unto others, Why 
then ſhould :you murder your ſouls , becauſe 
others walk in the path of dzſtruction ? ſhould 
we not be more ſtiffe and reſolute in laying up 
treaſures in heaven, than earth-wormes are to 
ger honour and profits in the earth? They feck 
after but 4 corruptible crown, but me an incorraptibie, 


T Cor, 9.25. 
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4. Let me ſabjoyn a few things by way of Retor- 
tien, and ſo ſhnt up this diſcourſe. Q1. What uſe 
ought we to mike of the prabiiſe of the multitude in 
doing evil 5 ſeeing we muſt n0t follow em, nir con- 
forms 10 their example þ 
** Anfiv. There # « fourfold ſpecial uſe, to be made 
of their ex1mple ; when a multitude  comoine in a 
courſe of fan, 

| }» Obſerve 
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1. Obſerve from hence the ſpecial Py 
God, inthe preſervation and ſafeguard of bis Churc 
and people. Though they are but Miugov Touveo 
a little, diminitive flock, an handful, in compari- 
ſon of the greatnumbers of thoſe that ſerve the 
Devil, and adhere to his intereſt : And though 
the wicked hate the righteous, with a perfeft ha- 
tred; and ſeek to root them ont from being a 
people, that the name of ſrae/ may be no more 
in remembrance : Yet they are ſtill kept from 
deſolation and ruine. Hic eſt digits Dej, Cer- 
tainly this is the finger of Grd. Tf you ſhould ſee - 
a poor man wage lay againſt an hundred, that are 
rich, and #ighty ; and be able to make his part 
g00d againſt them, ſpending peny for peny, and 
-pound for- pound ; you would preſently conclude, 
this poor man hath ſome others to- back him ; all 
his expences Come not our of his own ſock, elſe he 
were-no way able to-fland ic out againſt them. | 
Why Sirs, thus it is' in reference to Gods pecu= 
liar people and- ehildren : They are but a ſmall 
number of poor deſſiſed- ones, and yet they are in- 
adledtohold out, notwichſtanding the multitude 
of the wicked that plot their downfall. Sarely 
there is a mighty one to back them) even the Lord 
of hoſt's" + For the wicked walk on every fide, 
and-the* vile(t men are exalred. Well may the 
Saints'of God ſpeak in the language of the Pſal- 
miſt, Pſal, 124. 15243,4350- If it had not been 
"Jehovah who was on our fide, now may Iſrael ſay ;If it 
had not beenJehovah who was on our ſide,when men roſe 
pp «paint m4 : Then they had ſwallowed #5 up quicky 
when their wrath was kindled apainft m. Then the 
waters bad overnhelmed\1ns, the ſtream had gone over 
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wh E Sat, of the grate < Gide; 
| | Wai; off,” "bes: Toving=kindrng [ fe, A yas Dim {, 
3 &- Sim.7 1 . OLiydowln 7 Shad » hat 48 
3 6 deſerved dt that. thok:-. | onldeſt rabe me from amonzſt 
' the miatritude of the ungodly, and bring” m: higke 
mts raftate if fellonſbiy and communion with't thy felf # 
'For, as it is; Dear. 9, 7, 8: The Lord did nat fee. | 
 bu-love upon you nor chuſe yous becauſe You werewme | 
in munler than' any peoples for 7r; were the femeſt 5 of al 
people : : But becauſe e the Lord loved you therefore by 
PUgCars you» and. rahen you, int0 covenant with 
mel: Let his name be exalred,” and the his} 
of this God be in your hearts, and lips, and 
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